The Keeper Of The Carriage

I Samuel 17:17 And Jesse said unto David his son, Take now for thy brethren an ephah of this parched corn, and these ten loaves, and run to the camp to thy brethren; 18 And carry these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, and look how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge. 19 Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 20 And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him; and he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to the fight, and shouted for the battle. 21 For Israel and the Philistines had put the battle in array, army against army. 22 And David left his carriage in the hand of the keeper of the carriage, and ran into the army, and came and saluted his brethren. 

Church is not for God.  He does not need us to gather here. He does not need groups of people to come together in His name in order to feel validated and legitimized as God.  He was God before the earth was formed.  

He was praised before the first song was written.  He does not need a church service in order to be worshipped.

· Psalm 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork.

· Job 38 tells us that when God laid the foundation of the earth the stars sang praises unto Him.

· If all that were not enough Revelation tells us of perpetual praise offered throughout eternity for the Mighty God.
Revelation 4:8 And they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.  9  And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 10  The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11  Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
He had a habitation before a building was ever constructed for Him.  

· Acts 7:48 Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, 49  Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith the Lord:

We need to disabuse ourselves of the notion that somehow our showing up at God’s house is doing Him some kind of favor.  I have heard it preached that God has to have our worship because Lucifer was the worship angel in heaven and since he was kicked out God needs us to fill in that missing part in heaven.  That is a ridiculous concept.  

· There is no scriptural proof that indeed that was Lucifer’s role.

· You have already seen there is ample praise going up in heaven.

God does not need anything from us, He is totally and entirely complete unto Himself.  If He needs anything from me then He is something less than God.  

Psalm 50:1 A Psalm of Asaph. The mighty God, even the LORD, hath spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof. 2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. 6 And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is judge himself. Selah. 9 …saith the Lord  I will take no bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds. 10 For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. 11 I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine. 12 If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.

Hebrews 6:13 For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware by himself,

So understand something.  We are not here to do any favors for God.  We are not here for His benefit.  Church is not for God, our praise and worship is because we “owe” it to Him, but church is for us. 

Hebrews 10:25 Let us not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but strengthen one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

In the days of Noah God did not need and ark in order to be saved, and He doesn’t need church now.  We do!  We are the one that need to be healed, be delivered, be blessed, be strengthened, receive direction, hope, peace and faith. 

Before/Between Battles
We need to start looking at church a little differently.  This is a time and place ordained for the betterment of our lives in every way.  One way we need to look at church is perfectly illustrated in our text.  It is a staging area before the battle, or in some cases, between battles. We leave here to go into a world that is a battlefield.  We live lives that are filled with struggle in every conceivable arena.   Jesus knew this to be true. 

Luke 10:3 Go your way: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.

We go from this place into a red-hot battle zone, part of what happens here needs to be to prepare us for that. 

All of David’s older brothers were part of an army that was staged to do battle with the Philistines.   David had been left behind to tend the sheep.  There is no doubt that the young teenager was beyond excited when his father sent him to the battlefront to take food to his brothers.  He was going to get to see the war.  And he arrived at the perfect time.  He arrived as the host, the army, was coming out to fight and were shouting for the battle.  This verse does not specify which army was coming out shouting for the fight.  However the preceding verses let you know exactly what was happening.  It was the Philistines, led by a giant named Goliath. The army of Israel was hiding behind rocks and in caves.  They were completely intimidated by the giant and by the army of Philistia.  When he saw what was happening there was an explosion of righteous anger in this young man and, in what is one of the best known stories of scripture, the boy David volunteered to go and do what none of the warriors of Israel was willing to do.  He went and fought the giant Goliath and killed him.  

David arrived, fairly well burdened with packages, at what he assumes will be a battlefield only to find the army of His God cowering before a bullying foe.  He wasted no time in volunteering to go and fight, he ran into the middle of the army, and you can tell he was itching to get into it with the enemy because he is the only one who volunteered.  But before he ever got close to the battle he did something that I think we would all do well to repeat in this service.  

I Samuel 17:22 And David left his carriage in the hand of the keeper of the carriage.

David left his burden, he left his load, He left all of his baggage with the keeper of the carriage.  He knew he had a battle to fight, he knew there was a giant waiting on him.  And he knew there was no way he could pack all of that into battle and win.  So before he starts picking up rocks to fight, he slipped by the keeper of the carriage. 

This service is for you, church is for us.  It is a staging area before the battle, it is a chance for us to come by the Keeper of the Carriage and ask Him to watch all of the junk that will get us killed if we keep carrying it. 

While we are thinking about church in a different way, let’s think about God in a different way.  He is the Keeper of the Carriage, and this is a place where we can dump everything weighing us down so we are free to enter the battle.

Every person with a giant waiting on them when they leave here…
Every person in the thick of the battle…

Every person with more worries than peace…
Every person with more bills than money…

Every person with a shaky marriage…
Every parent with a kid that is breaking your heart…

Every mind so burdened down you think you are going to snap…
Every one engaged in a battle for your very soul against hell…

Every person hanging onto hope with ragged fingernails…
Every conscience that is crushed under the weight of sins committed…

Every heart carrying wounds…
Before this service is over you need to come to this altar, you need to come to Jesus, you need to come by the Keeper of the Carriage and ask Him if He could maybe take that load off of you and take care of it for you.

The Keeper
This is what Christ does.  This is a central part of His coming to us.  To take our burden, to carry our load.  He is the Keeper of the Carriage. 

The Keeper Knows

He knows all too well that there are times the load is too much for anyone person.   We all, at some time, need a Keeper of the Carriage to help us handle our heavy load.  Matthew 27 teaches that there was a moment while Christ was carrying the cross that He collapsed under the weight of it and a man named Simon was compelled to carry it.  Quit thinking you need to be some kind of super hero and carry the weight of the world.  You need to slip on by the Keeper of the Carriage. (This is why we are here)  Let Him take some of that weight off you.  

The Keepers Code

Nobody defined the mission and purpose of Christ any better than the prophet Isaiah.  In words infinitely more eloquent than my pitiful attempt in this sermon he identified Christ as the Keeper of the Carriage.  

Isaiah 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Every thing that causes you to grieve
Every thing that causes you sorrow

Everything that robs your peace
Even your iniquity, sin, evil, mistakes

He was purposed to take it all.  Why are you still carrying it?  

I Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.  (Letting God take your burden is part of humbling yourself…)
Psalm 55:22 Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee:

Coming back to what Isaiah said, something resonated there.  He is not just going to hold our sorrows, griefs, and iniquity.  The verse says He will bear and carry them.  If you are carrying that junk around just know you don’t have to.  He will carry them for you.  This is a reference to the scapegoat in Leviticus.

Leviticus 16:21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: 22 And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited:
If you carry that pain, that grief, that sorrow, those mistakes and sins, all of that stuff will be ever present with you.  But is you give it to the Keeper, I am not sure where He takes it, what He does with it, all I know is that it winds up some place I never have and never will inhabit.  It will never be heard of again.  No matter how painful or shameful, if I give it to Him it will never be heard of again.  

In The Conquerors Carriage
Regardless of what is going on in your private, personal world, there are some items that are universal that need to be left with the Keeper before we go back to the battle.  If we are going to be a conquering people, if we are going to be giant slayers, if this is going to be a giant killing church there are some things we collectively need to leave with the Keeper. 

David declared that he would go fight the giant and instantly he got hit with a load of junk that every would-be-giant killer is going to have to deal with. (6)

1. Every potential giant killer will have their motives questioned. 

I Samuel 17:28 And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and he said, Why camest thou down hither

Well you are just trying to butter up the pastor.
Well I guess you just have to be in charge of something don’t you. 

I know why you are doing this,  you love souls…right.
Oh I think it is great you are praying in the altar more, intercessory prayer is your ministry…I wonder what they have been up to that they need to hit the altar every service.

When you decide to not be like everybody else, and actually do something about a world that is going to hell in a hand basket just get ready for your motives to be questioned.  Don’t get mad, just slip on by the Keeper.

2. Every potential giant killer will endure attempts to put you back in your place. 

I Samuel 17:28 With whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness?

Who do you think you are?  Don’t you understand we have protocol that has to be followed?  We have a flow chart.  Just understand your identity in Christ and leave that junk with the Keeper.

3.  Every potential giant killer will be lied about.

I Samuel 17:28 I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle.

Don’t even bother to respond to it, just slip on by the Keeper… Take the whole package of lies that some ignoramus is spewing and leave it with the Keeper.  

4.  Every potential giant killer will be told they are not able.

I Samuel 17:33 And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.

You are not able to conduct business with Christian ethics
You are not able to remain a virgin until marriage

You are not able to kick that addiction
You are not able to really be Godly in the year 2004

You are not able to win anyone to Jesus Christ
You are not able to graduate college 

You are not able to live debt free
You can do all thing through Christ which strengthens you!

6.  Every potential giant killer will have another identity hung on them.

I Samuel 17:38 And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail. 39  And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And David put them off him.

People will try to pour you into a mold.  They will try to pigeonhole you.  They will try to get you to do things their way instead of the way God told you to do it.  Just take all that advice and slip it on by the Keeper. The last thing the Body of Christ needs is a bunch of clones.  We need you to be you.  We need you to sing like you, pray like you, witness like you, love like you.  We need to gifts that are unique to you.  We may have killed giants with swords for centuries, but baby if you can do it with a rock…go for it.  

Come To The Keeper
Church is for you.  Church is a chance to come to the Keeper and unburden yourself.  Do you know why church doesn’t do anything for you so much of the time?  You never leave anything with the Keeper and that burden is crushing you. 

Mark 4:18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, 19  And the cares of this world and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

All of that junk you are carrying will choke the Word of God and it will not bless you.  You need to come to the Keeper. 

I really want to talk to you that do not know Christ.  He extended a special invitation to you.

Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

In just a moment I am going to give you chance to come, and He promised that if you will He will take that load and give you rest.  And scripture tells you what that rest is. 

Isaiah 28:11 For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. 12 To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

The rest He will give you is His spirit.  As Isaiah said, as the Book of Acts teaches, when He fills you with His Spirit you will speak with another tongue. 

Before you come, let me tell you kind of how it works.  

=>green dumpster

· Of all of the technology and cool stuff I own this is perhaps the greatest thing I have.  This thing is awesome.  And if you wont think me sacrilegious, this is the perfect type of Christ, the Keeper of the Carriage.

· You can dump anything in it. It has never refused one thing I have shoved in there. 

· It hides whatever you put in.  It is not transparent, nobody can see what is in there.

· Once you put your junk in, I am not sure when, not sure how, but it disappears, it goes away.  It never comes back.  I have never put anything in here and had it turn up somewhere else in my life.  

· It doesn’t matter how much it stinks (diaper) Anyone got a stinking mess you need to get rid of. 

· It doesn’t matter how confusing it is (theology text)

· It doesn’t matter how long you have had it (bills) 

· It doesn’t matter how rotten it may be (stuff from fridge)

· Maybe it is something you don’t need anymore (fat sweat shirt)

However old, however rotten, however confusing, Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Don’t waste this service, it is for you.

Don’t waste His sacrifice, it was for you.
