
Matthew 5:3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

(Recap)

· The introduction to this series was started by determining that the world is in desperate need of a revolutionary new way of living.  

· We then determined that the new way of living that can help society was introduced by Jesus in the Sermon On The Mount.  

· We also determined that Jesus was not trying to get fallen society to live according to these precepts, He was trying to get His disciples to quit living like fallen society, and live like Christians.  When this happens it will be the beginning of a revolution in the way we live our lives.  We will see this more clearly when we study what it means to be salt and light.  

· We learned that when we live how Jesus was teaching our lives will be distinguished from the rest of society.  

In this lesson, as we move into the conditional promises known as the Beatitudes, we will see more clearly something we got a glimpse of in the first lesson.  What you are going to see is that these principles are completely opposite, they are the antithesis, of every worldly philosophy.  Let me touch very quickly where I left off in the last lesson, if you live your life according to these precepts they will bring you face to face in opposition to our culture, and it’s life philosophies.  They are totally different from anything the world counts as wise, they are at the opposite end of any worldly formula for success in life.  These precepts are not for the faint of heart.  

Before we really dig into the particulars of each Beatitude lets define what they really are, and answer some common questions about them.

· There are those who say that these standards taught by Christ are set way too high, and are intended for the Millennial Kingdom of Christ.
This interpretation cannot be correct for several reasons.

1. The text does not state nor imply that these teachings are for another age.

2. Jesus demanded these things of people who were not living in the Millennial Kingdom.

3. Many of these teachings become meaningless if you apply them to the Millennial Kingdom.  (Matt. 5:10-12/44 persecution)

4. Every principle taught in this passage is taught elsewhere in the NT in contexts that clearly apply to believers of our present age. 

5. Many NT passages command equally impossible standards which humanity on its own could never accomplish.  However we now that God does not demand from us that which we are incapable of.  He fills us with His dynamic, glorious presence, and that enables us to do things that would otherwise be impossible.  

· They are akin to a political platform.
Each time presidential elections come around the parties meet.  All of the delegates come to a convention.  There together they design a platform.  It is essentially a statement of what they will try to achieve if their candidate is voted into office.  It is their vision of how life and government should be.  You can think of the Sermon On The Mount as God’s platform.  If we accept His Lordship in our lives this is how He would govern through the Holy Spirit.  These are the elements God would see incorporated into the life of the believer.  

· They are for believers.
· They are progressive.
· They all promise that if they are fulfilled they will result in a life that is Blessed.
· 9 times Jesus declares that we will be blessed.

· He is not trying to be redundant, He is driving home a point and a promise.

· Blessed comes from a Greek word, MAKARIOS.  (Riff on Greek) 

· Homer used this word to describe a wealthy man.

· Plato used it to describe a man who was successful in business.

· The most common use of this word was by the Greek people, who used it to describe the state or condition that the Gods lived in.   In this sense it simply meant that they were happy within themselves, because they were unaffected by poverty, disease, weakness, misfortune, or death.  The fullest meaning of the term then is an inward happiness that is not affected by circumstances, indeed in many cases exist in spite of circumstances.

· Makarios is what God wants for our life.  Full and complete happiness that comes from within, and is not affected adversely or positively by  circumstances.  God wants us to live as the ancient Greeks imagined their gods lived.

· What God is promising, with conditions, is that if we live according to these precepts we will posses what all of humanity is trying to find, happiness.  

· Another word for “blessed” could be “happiness”.

· Once we start looking at each specific standard you will see how much they are opposite of the culture.  These standards fly in the face of every bit of worldly wisdom on how happiness is achieved.

· Two hindrances to blessing/happiness.
· There are only two things that can derail these promises of Christ.

· Selfishness & Sin.

· We are fixing to delve into a list of items that Christ promised us that if we would try and become them, we would have happiness.  There are roadblocks in route to that happiness.  They can be summarized in those two words. 

· You will see as we move through these beatitudes that the only two things that can possibly stop the flow of Gods blessing are sin & self.  We give the devil too much due.

· Christ gives us 9 keys to happiness, each comes with a price tag.  We will call this section of this series, in which we discuss the Beatitudes, The Keys & The Cost of Happiness.
· They Are The Result Of A Spirit Filled Life.
· As we have stated, repeatedly, this new, revolutionary way of living that Jesus is introducing is against everything worldly and human.  It defies mans fallen nature and his sinful impulses.

· They are impossible to achieve outside of the Spirit-Filled life. 

· We could try and fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah about the lion and the lamb laying down together.  We could teach that lion at great length about the importance of peace, and of not killing.  But the second you place that lamb in the cage with him it is all over.  That will only happen when God changes the nature of that lion.  Likewise we cannot make these things happen in our life without the indwelling Spirit of God.

Now the have a little better grasp on what the Beatitudes are, lets move into looking at each one in particular.  

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Let me say from the outset that Christ is not referring to material poverty as He was in Luke 6:20.  Two things distinguish the “poor” He teaches about here.

1. He specifically states “poor in spirit”.
2. Any time He referred to material poverty the context lets us know that the person was poor, here the reference is more of a person who is destitute.  

Poor In Spirit does not mean self-pitying.  It does not refer to willful ignorance and intellectual poverty. (Fearful of success)  There are some people who seem to desire this.  It does not refer to depression.  You are not garnering square footage in the Kingdom by walking around with a black cloud hovering over you.  

Here is the definition, a very wordy definition of “poor in spirit”.

To be poor in spirit is to recognize ones spiritual poverty apart from God.  It is to see yourself, as you really are lost, hopeless, and helpless.  Apart from Jesus Christ people are spiritually destitute, no matter what their education, wealth, social status, accomplishments, or religious knowledge.  The poor in spirit are those who recognize their total spiritual destitution and their complete dependence on God.  They perceive no saving resource in themselves and know that they can only beg for mercy and grace.  Poor in the sense that it is used here literally means to beg.  The poor in spirit know that they have no spiritual merit, and they can earn no spiritual reward.  Their pride is gone, their self-assurance is gone, and they stand empty-handed before God.

The fact that the Christ stated that they are poor in spirit lets us know that He is referring to people who in their heart of hearts recognize their own spiritual state.  They are not hypocrites, they are not deceived, they recognize themselves.   

Romans 7:18   I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.

You will notice that there is a paradoxical nature to the Beatitudes.  Here is the first.  When we recognize our inadequacy it opens the door for God to use and bless us.

· Moses, unable to lead or speak.

· Pharisee and the publican.

· Peter, depart from me I am a sinful man.

· Gideon, hiding from his enemy.

· Isaiah, I am man of unclean lips.

At every confession of weakness and inadequacy in scripture there is an immediate response from God, and that response always comes in the form of blessing.

I told you these teachings will fly in the face of culture and human nature.  It did so in the day of Christ also.  The culture He was part of was very religious.  The basis for the religion of the day was the individuals performance.  They believed the spiritual value of an individual was tied to how closely he observed the laws and customs of his religion.  The path to blessing was through religious performance.  When Christ came out with this it must have rocked their world.  POOR IN SPIRT!   ARE YOU KIDDING ME?  THAT IS HOW I AM TO BE BLESSED?  It was the opposite of what they believed.  Please understand, this was the people that had replaced the Torah, God’s revealed law, with the Talmud, Law that had been modified by man.  God’s law was not good enough.  

It flies in the face of culture today, where we are bombarded with ignorant psyco-babble  about feeling good about ourselves at the cost of silencing our conscience.  We dare not criticize or berate any behavior no matter how bad, because we do not want to damage anyone’s self-esteem.  Christ comes teaching exactly the opposite, we must recognize our pitiful spiritual state before He can open the door to blessing.   

This was a gut punch to the hypocritical, false righteousness of the Pharisees.  Would to God it would impact the church today in the same way.  

Lest we become the prophesied Laodecia we better awaken to the fact that according to 1 John 15:5 without Christ we can do nothing!  I am persuaded our religion does not impress God very much at all.  He told Laodecia, I know your impressed with yourself, but I think your naked and barren.  If I understand Revelation right He did not even claim it as His church anymore.

Isaiah 64:6   But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

This is not self abasement, it is a very real understanding of where we are spiritually. 

Christ had it out with the religious people of His day.  

· 32 times in the NT He said “Woe unto you…”  
· In Southern vernacular that means, “you in a whole heap of trouble now…”  

· Of those 32 times 20 of them were against the religious leaders of the day.   

· Their own self-righteousness grated on the Master, and He lashed out against it.  

This very first statement, this first plank in the platform of His kingdom cut right to the heart of this conflict.  In essence He was saying, all of you that are so smug in your own righteousness are not getting the kingdom, it is going to the people you despise.  As a matter of fact He would later say exactly that.

Matthew 21:31 "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you.

When Christ made that declaration it is the literal fulfillment of the first provisional blessing of the Sermon on the Mount.  He was literally saying the people coming into my kingdom are the ones who are worthless, the most despised people of society, and they know it.  Why would He say that to people obviously living a devout life, because their faith was in the devout life they were living and not in Him.  

I mention this briefly, we will delve further into it in the next session, but the reason Jesus put this standard first is before you can mourn, Godly sorrow over your sinful state, you must be aware of it.  The reason we don’t repent is because we do not believe we are sinners.

Luke 14

16  Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests.

17  At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.'

18  "But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.'

19  "Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.'

20  "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.'

21  "The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.'

22  "'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.'

23  "Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in,  (The only people you can make do anything are the ones so poor the cannot resist) so that my house will be full.

24 I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.'"
I don’t know about you, but this does not depress me, it does not upset me, it simply lets me know that I will inherit the kingdom.  I feel sorry for people convinced of their own righteousness.    They never know the joy of relying entirely on Christ.  They live in terror that they are going to make a mistake and lose their salvation.  I can’t lose mine because I can’t earn it.  I can reject it.  My salvation is not tied to my performance, it is tied to His on Calvary.  To add anything to Calvary is a slap in the face to God. 

The first key to happiness, to blessing in living for God is to recognize my own spiritual poverty.  

· The cost is in sacrificing my pride.  

· The cost is giving up the idea that I can save myself.  

· The cost is in acknowledging that I am a sinful and hopeless outside of the redeeming work of Christ.  

This is exactly the opposite of the worlds philosophy, which teaches that happiness comes from accepting and defending what one is, and that as you are you have immeasurable worth.  The only worth we truly have is what He places on us.

I don’t know about you, but that is happiness at a pretty cheap price.  

Especially when we consider the purchasing power of Calvary.
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