Seizing Your Divine Moment (III)

Two weeks ago we began a study entitled seizing your divine moment.  The basic premise is that moments, and what we do with them define our lives.  God will present us with moments that can forever change our destinies and touch people all around us. 

1. God will present to every life divine moments in which you can change the course of your life.  We looked at how he called his disciples to follow Him, walking along a seashore, never breaking stride, because that is the nature of time. He presents us with moments exploding with possibility. 

2. The power of moments.  We explored the parallels between moments and atoms.

· Both are the smallest measuring of time or matter.

· They both contain the same disproportionate power relative to size. 

3. How to seize a moment.  We seize divine moments through choice. 

4. Some moments to master.  The miracle moment, when our choice to use what we have and touch another person will loose the miraculous power of God in their life.  The can’t miss moment.  A divine moment you cannot afford to miss because if you seize it you, your life, and your destiny will never be the same.  

Matthew 14:24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. 26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. 27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. 28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. 31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him.

This is a story of a man, Peter, seizing a divine moment.  This moment contains so much explosive potential.  He may become only the second human in the history of humanity to walk on water.  This is a moment in which his life will for a time transcend the physical laws governing the universe and he will quite literally walk in the supernatural.  It is no mistake that last week we saw Peter seizing a miracle moment.  He is a master at seizing divine moments.  This moment he seizes in our text is a Can’t Miss Moment.  He is going to connect with God in a supernatural environment.  You cannot afford to miss that, you cannot pass that up.  In seizing this particular divine moment Peter reveals the fundamental elements involved in making a momentous decision.  The greatest divine moment you will ever seize, is when you make the choice to go after God and His purpose for you. This is the moment Peter seizes.  He decides that connecting with Christ and being a part of what He was doing was more important than the security of the boat, too urgent to wait for Christ to get to him, and worth risking the waves.  

Before I get into the mechanics of this let me make a couple observations:

· This kind of passion for Christ comes after you spend some time with Him.  This is not the first time Peter has laid eyes on Christ.  Before you decide Christ and his purpose do not mean that much to you, spend some time with Him.  

· This is the kind of passion and commitment this ministry has purposed to develop in people.  This is a passion borne of an intense personal relationship with Christ and a commitment that will invade every area of your life.  People are now making decisions to join churches based on the convenience of the parking, how well the church accommodates them, how user-friendly the church is.   We are all for ease of access, but ultimately through the Word of God and the Spirit of God we are going to bring you to a place of real life altering commitment.  We will position you to seize the most momentous divine moment of all.   

Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  We are not afraid to challenge people with this level of discipleship because we know the truth. 25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?

We will equip you for that moment and create atmospheres where it can occur.  The choice to seize it is up to you.  There are a few things you need to understand about making the seizing divine moments of this magnitude. 

Fear Is A Factor
Matthew 14:26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.

The show Fear Factor is based on a very simple premise.  The producers pit the promise of reward against an action that inspires fear.   At some point the fear overwhelms a person to the point that the promise of reward is not great enough and they quit.  Or the fear becomes so great that they cannot perform.  Fear is paralyzing.  The Bible puts it so succinctly.  I John 4:18 Fear involves torment.–NKJV When you seize a divine moment, especially one as momentous as completely pursuing Christ and His purpose in your life fear will be a factor.   If the choice does not involve a little trepidation it is probably not that momentous a decision. 

The thing we most want when we fear is the one thing you are not going to get if you are seizing a divine moment.  That is, assurances.  (Assurances RIFF)  That is not the way the Kingdom of faith works.  If you have a 100% guarantee you do not need faith.  The Kingdom of God is a kingdom of faith.  Actions you take you take on a faith basis.  

I love the story in I Samuel 14.  The Philistines had been tormenting God’s people.  King Saul had 600 men but was paralyzed by fear, so they had holed up and were not doing anything.  His son Jonathan decided to seize a divine moment.

I Samuel 14:6 And Jonathan said to the young man that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work for us: for there is no restraint to the LORD to save by many or by few. 
Notice what he said, “It may be that the Lord will work for us”.  His faith is not in what God has specifically promised, but in the nature of God. (  )  Jonathan ignited a great victory for Israel that day, but it did not start with assurances.  What do we get instead of assurances? 

Matthew 14:28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 29 And he said, Come.

When it comes to seizing a divine moment you don’t get assurances, you get direction.  Peter did not say, guarantee me I will not drown, promise me I will not be humiliated here.  He simply said, “Bid me come”.
If you are waiting on a promise of success you will never seize a divine moment. 

If every question has to be answered before you will ever step out you will never walk into the supernatural. 

If you are not willing to step out of a sure thing onto a Word from God you will probably not make the momentous decision, seize the divine moment, and connect with Christ.
Fear is a factor and what God will give you to counter the fear is direction.  

Fear is a factor because…

Risk Is A Reality
Mathew 14:29 And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and began to sink.
Seizing a divine moment always involves risk. 

Peter may drown.
The blind man may be disappointed.

Jonathan may get his brains beat out. 

You may reach out and be rejected. 

The thing you attempt may fail spectacularly.
Risk is a reality.  But before that fact and the fear keep you in the safety of your boat and prohibit you from seizing a divine moment, there are a few things you need to understand. 

1. Failure is not final unless you quit. 

Risk is closely associated with failure.  “You cannot fail without risking.  If you have never failed it just might be possible that you have never risked.” – Rafael McManus So before you risk and reach out to seize a divine moment you need a proper perspective on failure.  

Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 

Notice that Jesus did not pray that Simon would not fail, He had already said that he would.  He prayed that his faith would not fail.  According to Hebrews 11 faith is believing, and believing strong enough to keep seeking.  As long as the faith does not fail no failure is final.   

2. Risk releases God.

We all want to experience the miraculous, however what we also want is to never need a miracle.  It would be cool to be Lazarus and experience resurrection power, the little downside is you have to die first.   Pick your Bible miracle, deliverance from lions, fire, starvation, healing from any number of afflictions.  However to experience any of those miracles you have to go through…  When you risk for the purpose of God, yes you place yourself in a position for failure, which is also the place where God can do miracles.  

Luke 18:27 Jesus said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.

3. It is not all bad if your failure refocuses you on your objective. 

Matthew 14: 30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. 

All of the sudden the failure, the extreme risk, re-focuses Peter’s attention away from the wind, the waves, the circumstances and back on Jesus Christ.  Anything that causes you to pray is a good thing.  Anything that directs you away from the chaos of modern life and back on Jesus Christ is your friend.  If you had to risk drowning to become desperate for Christ’s touch then it was worth plunging over the side of that boat and risking everything.  

Purpose can get lost in performance.  Too many people get so enamored with their performance, walking on water, that their true purpose is lost.  This city is full of people.  They really think their whole life is about them, never realizing that the only reason they are so intelligent, so blessed, so capable, & so affluent is because God has an over arching dynamic purpose for them.  Maybe they need to start to sink beneath the waves so they can be refocused on Christ and realize life is not about their performance it is about His purpose.  

Face the fear, run the risk because…

Commit To The Moment And Christ Will Catch You
Matthew 14:31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him.

Too many pray “God, what is your will for my life?”   When they should be praying “What is your will and how can I give my life to fulfill it?”   Risk for self may get you destroyed, but when you plunge over the side of the boat, risking everything to connect with Christ He will catch you because now you are vital to Him.  

Future moments are borne out of and connected to present choices.  Futures can be borne here, right now, by the choice you make.  When you choose to face you fear, run risk, reach for God you are seizing a divine moment.   
