Response

This discussion really takes place in two arenas, i.e. can be approached from more than one angle.  
1. Scriptural

2. Philosophical

Both are very important.  Both have already come up in our communication.  

Before I proceed I need to clarify a few things.  

This discussion originally centered around some handicapped children I am in contact with.   As I understand it your belief is that “God allowed Satan to do this to these children to test the parents.”  Is my understanding of your position correct?  If not, please clarify.  My position is not that:

a. On earth Satan has more power than God. 

b. Believers have no authority over evil spirits.

c. Believers have no protection from God. 

I don’t believe I asserted any of those things.  I simply believe that there is a war on earth, between good and evil.  Between God and Satan.  Humanity is both the subject of this war, the object of this war, and in the case of Satan, the victims of this war.  
What I am prepared to say is that: 

a. I don’t believe that all evil that happens in the world is Satan’s direct action that is being done by God’s permission.
b. Evil happens in the world because it is a fallen world.  Some of it is done by Satan.  Some of it, as in the case of these handicapped children, is simply the result the Curse of Genesis 3.  I don’t believe God is testing these parents by allowing Satan to afflict their children. 
Before I proceed let me point out that there is a warfare and that humans are caught in the frey. 

In Daniel 10 Daniel was praying to God for the salvation of his people.  For three weeks he prayed, seemingly to no avail.  Then an angel appears to him to tell him that for three weeks his prayers have been heard, but that the demon prince of Persia was fighting against the angel coming to his aide.  According to this text, the warfare between good and evil has affects and repercussions for humanity.  
Lets look at some of these specific Scriptures more closely.  
 

1.  II Corinthians 4:13- Satan is the god of this world.  

 

He is a little god not a Big God.  Little gods are false gods.  Those who reject Christ and prefer their own ways have unknowingly made Satan their god.

 

2.  John 14:30- Prince of this world cometh.

 

Although Satan, the prince of this world, was unable to overpower Jesus, he still tried.  Satan's power exists only because God allows him to act.  But because Jesus is sinless, Satan has no power over him.  Also, it is my belief that all Princes report to a higher authority, their King.

 

3.  Ephes 2:2- Prince of the power of the air.

 

Upon Christs' resurrection, God gave Jesus total dominion of heaven and earth.  Satan's only rules over unbelievers and even that is temporary.

 

4.  Mat 4:8-10  Jesus being tempted by Satan in the wilderness.

 

Jesus was sent to this earth in human form by God.  As a human, we are subject to the temptations of Satan.  This was a test the not only show that Jesus was human, but also that he was God.  Jesus in his sinless nature refused to buy into Satan's temptations, rather He chose to obey His Father.

 

I have a couple of new testament scripture also.  The first is Luke 10:17-20.

 

When the seventy-two disciples returned, they joyfully reported to him, "Lord, even the demons obey us when we use your name.

"Yes," he told them, "I saw Satan falling from heaven as a flash of lightning! And I have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk among snakes and scorpions and crush them.  Nothing will injure you.  But don't rejoice just because evil spirits obey you, rejoice because your names are registered as citizens of heaven."

 

As a citizen of heaven we are in God's hands not Satan's.  Although Satan can tempt us, we can choose not to give in.  God promises our protection in the hands of our Good Shepherd, Jesus.

 

Another very good passage of God's control is in John 5:19.  

 

Jesus replied, "I assure you, the Son can do nothing by himself.  

 

This was stated by Christ before His resurrection into heaven.  If Jesus was under total authority of God before his death, why would we believe that Satan is not under God's authority at all times.    

 

Another new testament verse would be Revelation 12:10-12.

 

Then I heard a loud voice shouting across the heavens,
“It has happened at last—the salvation and power and kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ! For the Accuser has been thrown down to earth—the one who accused our brothers and sisters* before our God day and night.  And they have defeated him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of their testimony. And they were not afraid to die. Rejoice, O heavens! And you who live in the heavens, rejoice! But terror will come on the earth and the sea. For the Devil has come down to you in great anger, and he knows that he has little time.”

 

The very last line, confirms to me that Satan knows he is not in control, that God is.  Satan can only seek, kill and destroy unbelievers.  True believers are protected by the blood Jesus shed at the cross and His resurrection into heaven.

 

One last scripture to ponder would be Romans 8:26-30

 

26 And the Holy Spirit helps us in our distress. For we don’t even know what we should pray for, nor how we should pray. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 27 And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s own will. 28 And we know that God causes everything to work together* for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. 29 For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn, with many brothers and sisters. 30 And having chosen them, he called them to come to him. And he gave them right standing with himself, and he promised them his glory.

 

How comforting to know that God is in control and that I am protected in his arms.  The promise of eternal life really sets my heart at ease and allows me to sleep well.

 

I am so glad you thought about this subject.  I really enjoyed the exchange.  It's always really healthy when we can talk about the Bible.  Let me know if you have any other thoughts.

 

I love you Kelly.  Be well!

 

 

We had a conversation recently where I was saying it was my belief that handicapped children/people are casualties of the war between good and evil.  I had stated that it was sad that Satan had caused it.  You had told me that it was your understanding that "according to the bible" Satan did not have dominion over the earth and had to get every action approved before God first.  I believe you were referring to Job in the old testament.  These passages are of the new testament and a different message.  I just wanted to share this with you.
These verses are all references to Satan.

II Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god of this world  hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 
John 14:30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.  (Jesus called Satan the prince of this world)

Ephesians 2:2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
The following passage is when Jesus is tempted by Satan.  Satan offers Jesus all the kingdoms of the world.  Notice that Jesus never disputed Satans right to offer them or his control over them.  

Matthew 4:8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 

I suppose everyone has a little different perspective in understanding messages, and this is the understanding of Satan that God has placed on my heart.
