On Gods Terms

II Kings 5:1 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper. 2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. 3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! For he would recover him of his leprosy.

9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? May I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage. 13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? How much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 

Naaman is the perfect picture of people of our age coming to Christ.  So many areas of their life are exemplary and glowing.  Yet there is one area that is going bad, and if they don’t deal with it because of its nature (leprosy)  it will eventually destroy every area of their life.  In all reality there is no sense in celebrating the successes until you deal with this little leprous spot that has come up.  No doubt a wealthy influential man like Naaman has looked for cures and answers and has come up short.  I don’t have time to explore every aspect, but the parallels between this man and the average person of our day are very evident. 
Got it all together except one little area that is poisoning everything.

Have means and resources for everything except their biggest problem. 

The accomplishments being swallowed by the thing they can’t control.
People of accomplishment yet unable to heal and save themselves.

They ultimately turn to God, but only as a last option. 

The God Of The Terms
I have preached on all of this extensively but there is one more parallel, one more area where Naaman’s behavior would easily make him a 21st century citizen.  And that is his response to God’s terms when it comes to dealing with the problem.  Naaman got torqued off when the prophet told him what he had to do to deal with his problem.   He was really steamed. To the point he would almost have rather died than do what God wanted.  He got mad and left.  Because it did not happen the way he thought it would.  

“Well, I thought he would come out you know, and like, wave his hand over this spot, and I would be all better.”

What makes you think God is going to do anything the way you think it should happen?  What makes you think you have an insight into how He does stuff or should do stuff?  Lets get this straight;

He is not a supernatural doctor…
He is not a supernatural lawyer…

He is not a supernatural banker…
He is not a better than most marriage counselor…

He is not an above average therapist…
He is not going to fix stuff the same way everyone else does, using the same tools as everyone else.  He is God, creator of all things, and He is operating on a level completely different from anything you can imagine.  And if you want Him to really go to work on you He is probably going to operate in a way you don’t understand or even like.  You are not Him, He is not you.

Job 9:23 / I Samuel 15:29 / Numbers 23:19 – God is not a man…

Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

If we understand that so well how come we get all bent out of shape because He does not do things according to our taste, our timetable, our agenda, and our plans for our own life?  Understanding and accepting this will save you from the most common wrong expectations that people have when they interact with God. 

The Spot Check
II Kings 5:11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.
People expect God to do a “spot check” on them.

Naaman expected the prophet to come out and place his hand only on the spot that was showing leprosy and heal him. People bring areas of their life to God when what God is after is all of them…

People bring their addictions…
People bring their fears…

People bring their mistakes…
People bring their habits…

People bring their temptations…
People bring their struggles…

People bring their doubts…
And the area they bring is the only area they want God messing around in.  They are looking for God to do some kind of spot cleaning on just that area, but He does not work that way.  Namaan, all of you, your whole person, has to get down in the river of God.  You don’t need a spot cleansing, your whole being needs to be cleaned.  How many times in the NT do you see where they bring a sick person to Jesus and the first thing He does is forgive them of their sins?  It is an all or nothing deal with Him.   He will not spot clean you, but He will transform you.  Naaman He will not clear up that spot of leprosy but if you will immerse yourself you will come out as fresh and new as the day you were born.  

The God Of New Things
Imagine…
Not a healing, a rebirthing
Not a band aid, fresh skin

Not a stirring of the old coals, fresh fire
Not a few more hours of daylight, the new dawn of a new day

Not a patch, a new garment
God is not about spot cleaning, patching, or refurbishing you.  God is into new stuff.  He starts right away and before it is all over everything He touches will be made new.  It is His long term and short term strategy.  

Hebrews 9:15  he is the mediator of the new covenant,
Mark 16:17 We will speak with new tongues

Psalm 40:3 / Revelation 14:3 He gives us a new song
Revelation 2:17 A new name

Revelation 21:1 A new heaven and a new earth
I Corinthians 15:51 A new body

Isaiah 61:3 A new garment
Revelation 21:5  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. 
He is the God of new things.  He wants to remake you. 

The spot is endemic of something systemic
One reason God cannot spot clean us has to do with the nature of our problem.  Naaman wanted to the spot cleared up, but the spot is just a sign of a larger problem.  Leprosy is a disease of the nervous system that runs throughout the body.  The rotting flesh is just a place of manifestation.  It is just a place where the disease has surfaced.   It is useless to clear up the spot if the disease remains.

You bring areas to God for Him to work on when what you have is a system wide problem and the spot is endemic of something systemic.   That is why all of you, your whole being, must get in the river…submerged, purged.  The longer I live the more convinced I am the problem is usually not the problem in and of itself.  Not in marriages, not in companies, not in organizations, not in kids, and not in people.  The problem is simply the sign of something fundamentally wrong.

It is not just a spot…
It is not just a temper…

It is not just a habit…
It is not just an area of struggle…

It is not just a certain weakness…
This is why people serve God for years and never reach a place of victory and fulfillment in their life.  They are perpetually praying for spots without ever getting to the core of what is causing them.  

I Corinthians 5:6 Don't you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough?  7  Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast--as you really are.

That little spot is indicative of something larger.  Deal with it.  Not the spot.

James 2:10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.

How is that?  Because although you don’t hate, you may lust.  Lusting is not necessarily your problem it is simply the manifestation of your condition.  And what you must deal with is not the spot, it is the underlying condition.   What James is saying is that if you have a spot don’t think your problem is isolated to that one area.  

A financial breakthrough is probably not going to fix you. A temporary truce with your temptation is probably not going to cut it.  One more prayer by the prophet over your particular pain more than likely will not work. A blessing is probably not enough. (RIFF blessing vs baptism)

ENOUGH WITH THE SPOT CLEANING LETS GET IMMERSED IN GOD.  LETS ALLOW THE ONE WHO MAKES ALL THINGS NEW TO GO TO WORK ON US. 

From where Naaman was waving a hand over the spot is not enough. My house needs to be leveled and rebuilt.  (RIFF) All I am doing on my car is spot repairs.  As soon as one thing gets fixes something else breaks.  There are people that live their whole life in God that way.  One struggle after another.  In the NT Nicodemus came to Jesus looking for eternal life, Jesus looked at Him and said, from where you are… We could work on one spot at a time, but as sure as we get you cleared up in one area it will surface in another…

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

The spot is just a sign of a larger problem you need to deal with and the best way is to just be born all over again.  We need to be baptized with the Holy Ghost.  

Psalm 51 - Create in me a clean heart… The old one is not worth salvaging any way. 

He cannot just spot clean you because the spot is endemic of something systemic. 

God Desires Wholeness For You

He will not spot clean you because God desires wholeness for you.  

Naaman, if I heal just this spot what about all the rest that is still affected.

God does not want you to have healthy self-image and a lousy marriage.

God does not want you to have a great marriage and a job you hate.

God does not want you to have a great career and a life filled with anxiety.
God does not want you to have lots of money and be ruled by avarice.

God does not want you to have great physical health & emotional anguish.
God does not want you to have awesome kids & a secret shameful habit. 

Do you get what I am driving at?  He doesn’t want to heal the spot and leave you with other areas in pain, much better to make you whole.  This is His plan for you, wholeness. 

Ephesians 3:19 (Paul prays that you would) know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

John 1: 15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.
I John 1:4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.
I Corinthians 4:8 Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings

Romans 15:13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. 14 And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.
John 16: 24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.
Phillipians 1: 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.

Ephesians 5:18 Be filled with the Holy Ghost

God will not spot clean you because His plan for you is wholeness.  

II Peter 1:2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Namaan, I know this is not what you expected.  But He wants to remake you, not patch you up.  I know you don’t get it, but what He is going for is a whole individual so, the only thing to do is immerse yourself and until you are willing to do that you will have to deal with the spots…

But if by obeying you are willing to acknowledge a problem beyond the surface…

If by obeying you are willing to admit that your way is not working so well and His is the best chance you have…

You will be made whole and new. 

