More Than Conquerors
Romans 8:35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

There is a little phrase in this passage that has troubled me.  It is the phrase, “more than conquerors”.  It seems that this is a bit of hyperbole.  Like, maybe the author was trying to over emphasize the real power of the destiny of a person who is joined to Christ by love.  According to this text, none of these horrible situations, none of these terrifying scenarios can separate us from the love of God.  That in and of itself is powerful, but then Paul went on to say not only can these things not separate us from the love of God, but that we will triumph over them. 

Consider The Source 

Given the extreme nature of these promises for people in a love relationship with God I could be a little skeptical.  But I have to consider who it is writing to me.  If anyone was qualified to write these phrases it was the Apostle.  He knew exactly what he was talking about.  This is a man that has known tribulation and trouble.  This is a man that has known both spiritual and natural warfare.  To get the full implication of this promise we must consider the source, and the source of this promise has impeccable credibility.
II Corinthians 11:23  Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 24  Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26  In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27  In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

If anyone had the moral authority to tell us that we could triumph over every calamity of life it was this guy.  He stood on the other side of all this trouble and said “Listen to me, I am not talking theory.  I have been through all of this and I am telling you that if you are in a love relationship with God it will not destroy you.   At the end of the day you will triumph over it all.”   From the perspective of absolute experience the Apostle assures us that every devastation that can occur in a life cannot destroy us if we are joined to Christ in love.  You can listen to this guy.  

Consider The Implications
But it is one thing for Paul to tell us that we will survive these things, but  he didn’t stop there, he said we would be “more than conquerors”.  I don’t think he is just using hyperbole to make a point.  There is and understanding Paul wants us to have concerning our final destiny, and that understanding is wrapped up in this phrase; “more than conquerors”.  What does it mean to say a person is “more than a conqueror”?  How can you be more than a conqueror?   A conqueror is a victor, the guy who has won.  How can you be more than that?

If you are a student of Koine Greek you can do a little word study and find out that what I am about to tell you is absolute fact.  I will not bore the rest of us with it.  

What does it mean to be more than a conqueror?  We have considered the source but I also want us to consider the implications of what he has said. 

We Don’t Just Survive, We Thrive
In its purest for the intent of what the Apostle is saying to us is simply this.  You will not just scrape by, and barely survive these things.  But you will triumph over them in a way that will leave no doubt in anyone’s mind about who the victor is.  It is one thing to squeak out a win.  It is quite another thing to crush your opponent. 

You can claim a victory even though you win by a 60 yard field goal with 3 seconds left on the clock, or with a Hail Mary pass into the end-zone.  You may be able to say you won, but everybody knows it was just dumb luck. 

A commander can claim a military victory if he has a few more guys left standing than his enemy does at the end of a battle.  But he will be claiming victory while heaving a sigh of relief because he knows that if it were not for just a few factors the battle could have gone the other way.  

That’s not the kind of victory the Apostle is writing to us about.   We are not talking about: 

Squeaking out a win
Getting by on a wing and a prayer 

Winning by the skin of our teeth 

Winning by a Florida recount

Achieving victory by a narrow margin
No sudden death in the third overtime on a questionable call type victory 

No, the victory I am preaching about, the triumph over the adversities listed will be crushing, there will be no doubt.  It will not be one of those situations where the victor is almost as battered as the loser is.  Our victory will be overwhelming, decisive, resounding, it will be a statement of the faithfulness and power of our God. 

Israel

· Exodus 13:9 says that it was “with a strong hand” that the Lord brought His people out of their bondage in Egypt.  I am sure after 400 years of slavery they may have been content to just get out.  They may have been content to just nto have to make pyramids all day long.  But God does not work that way.  When He brought them out it was with a strong hand. 

· God put the wealth of Egypt in their hands.

· He drowned the Egyptian army in the Red Sea.
· He placed terror of Israel on all the nations around them.
Before God finished delivering them they were wealthy, feared, and dancing on the shores of the Red Sea while the bodies of their enemies washed up on the beach.   Not just surviving.  That’s not what God is about.  His people are MORE THAN CONQUERORS.  

Psalm 30:5 Weeping may endure for a

night,  but joy cometh in the morning.

When my trouble is over I will not have just survived.  But I will be more than a conqueror.  It will not just be victory that I claim, but it will be an overwhelming, crushing, magnificent triumph of epic porportions. 

Look Better At The End Of The Battle
To be more than a conqueror means I will look better at the end of the battle than I did when it started.  I am not coming through all of this bruised and scarred.  I will not struggle with the pain of my wounds for the rest of my days.  Something powerful is promised.  (you should see the guy that lost) The promise is that I will be more than a conqueror.  I not only will claim the win, but I will look good doing it.  They are not going to have to hold my arms up as I accept my victory.  No one is going to have to hold me up so I can give my victory speech.  

I John 3:1  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

· No one sees us for the conquerors we are because they don’t see it in Him either. 

· Just because you don’t see me as the overcomer I am preaching about does not mean it is not reality.  Just because people see more problems than victory in your life changes nothing.  

2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, (That is the current reality) and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: (I know you don’t see the final image just yet.)  but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

Not weak, not wounded, at deaths door, not almost beyond repair, not damaged.  But we shall be victorious, radiant, glorious.  Too many people have this image of Christ as soft, wounded, dying on a cross.  But the promise is that we will be more than conquerors, and at the end of the battle we will be like Him. 

Revelation 1:12  And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 13  And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 14  His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15  And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 16  And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 17  And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 18  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

Three Hebrew Children

Three Hebrew boys were cast into a fiery furnace, yet when they emerged the record of scripture says that there was not even the smell of smoke on them.  I come to tell somebody that is in the heat of battle, that when you emerge you will be better than when you went in. 

Job

Job watched his entire world disintegrate in one afternoon.  After suffering the worst of possible circumstances, the loss of his family, his wealth, and his health.  His friends turned on him, and his wife ridiculed him.  Yet by the end of the story Job had more wealth, and more children, and more respect than he ever could have imagined.  Such is the nature of our God.  Is it any wonder this faithful man declared;

Job 23:10 But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.

We Win At A Higher Level
If I beat my son at a game of chess, it is not big deal.  He is two.  If I beat my 7 year old daughter at racquet ball I really don’t have anything to brag about.  Did I win?  Sure.  Am I chess grand master, or a racquet ball champion?  Not hardly.  Michael Jordan can mop up a basketball court with anybody in this building, but that is not what makes him the best.  He is the best because he played against the best players in the NBA and ran circles around them.  It is the quality of the competition that determines true greatness.  You know why we are more than conquerors?  Not because we overcome the little stuff.  Not because we didn’t succumb to some crude temptation. But look at the level of adversity we will overcome. 

 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· nor life…sometimes life can be scarier than death

· any other creature…some situations are so bad they cannot even rightly be called circumstances, or situations, they take on a nature, they are a creature, a big ugly monster.  Paul wrestled with the “beast” at Ephesus.  Some situations are so bad they are not a personality conflict, or a trial, but a monster, a creature.  

