Kids & Cows

Jonah 4:11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?

We know the basic facts of the story.  Jonah was sent to prophesy against a great, wicked city, Ninevah.  (Close to modern day Mosul)   Jonah did not want to go because the reputation of Ninevah was so fierce.  It was common knowledge that they murdered prophets of God that showed up there and stacked their heads outside the city gates.  Jonah was not all gung-ho to rush into Ninevah and start telling them that God was going to wipe them out.  So He ran.  Got tossed over the side of a ship, swallowed then subsequently puked up by a big fish.  Decides he better go to Ninevah.  Walks into town and says, “In forty days God is going to wipe this place out.”  (Jonah 3:4)  The people believed him turned their heart to God, and God spared them.  (Jonah 3:10)  This really ticked Jonah off.  

A. This was the chief city of the main oppressors of his people.  The inhabitants of Ninevah were Assyrians.   

B. He had been through all kinds of grief over Ninevah so he was ready to see them get a little come-uppance. 

C. He wanted to go back to a decadent Israel and tell them “Look, God is not playing.  He wiped Ninevah out, you better get your act together.”  

He had gone out of the city to a place that kind of overlooked the whole city, no doubt ready to have a front row view of God torching Ninevah.  A plant with broad leaves sprung up and gave him shade.  Then a little worm ate the plant and Jonah got a sun burn and got all bent out of shape.  The he realized God had forgiven Ninevah and he really got upset.  He was totally enraged.  God has this whole conversation with Jonah about how Jonah was upset over a plant dying but was ticked because God spared 600,000 people.  Our text is the final statement in that conversation and the final statement of the entire book. 

God told Jonah the bottom line is that there is 120,000 people that do not know their right hand from the left, and they all have cattle, and for those two reasons I did not destroy them.  My grace flowed in abundance over 600,000 people because of 120,000 ignorant people and cows.   “I just couldn’t do it Jonah, I could not wipe out 120,000 innocents and their cattle.”  

I want to open your understanding to the working of God’s grace and mercy.  I want you to walk out of here knowing what causes grace to flow. 

120,000 Kids
According to all the research I could find the population of Ninevah was around 600,000.  God specifically refers to 120,000. According to historical sociological research this should be about the number of kids in a city of 600,000 during that day. And He says of them, they don’t know their right hand from their left. Kids are forever getting the right shoe on the left foot. (Nicolas & Ashton) God is referring to children.   I don’t believe it was just their age that stayed God’s hand, because no doubt kids were just as large a part of the populations of the world in Noah’s day and of the cities of Sodom & Gomorrah, and yet God wiped those civilizations out completely.  There was something about these kids.  God said these kids don’t know their right hand from their left. 

They don’t know anything yet. 

They have not bought into any belief system yet. 

They have not been converted to the worship of Dagon. 

They have never heard of Jehovah. 

They have not made up their mind what they believe yet. 

Here is the great thing about kids like that: They will believe what you tell them.  They have not learned cynicism yet.  They are not jaded yet.  If you preach to them they will accept and believe.  I love preaching to kids.   They will do what you tell them to do.  I have seen more kids receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost than anyone else in my life because they do what you tell them to do.  

Luke 18:17  I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."

For this ministry to impact our city the grace of God has to flow here.  For that to happen we don’t need a house full of know-it-all, cynical, smirking, pseudo-intellectuals.  We need a group of people that will believe God, believe He will do what He said He would do, will believe Him enough to cry out to Him.  We could have the most brilliant people in this city congregated together and never reach beyond our church walls, or we can get folks in here that really don’t know, but believe God and the manifestation of grace that happens here can impact this whole city. By the way, I don’t for a second belief faith is the domain of the simple. Anybody worshipping God and making His kingdom their priority is brilliant. 

Part of the stated vision of this church is to help people connect with God.  That is not as complicated as most people make it. 

Hebrews 11:6 Anyone who comes to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Anyone ever dig for buried treasure in your back yard when you were a kid and believe with all your heart you were going to find it?
Did the fact that you didn’t dig up a pirates chest keep you from digging another hole in another place?  

Did the fact that you lived 400 miles from the nearest ocean keep you from looking for buried pirates treasure?
Naaah….you just believed it was there, and if you looked long enough you would find it.  When did that faith dissolve into doubt?  When did wonder become jaded?  Want to connect with God?  Believe that He is and that if you look for Him long enough He will reward your search.  God told Jonah, “There are thousands there that just believe in me…I have to show mercy and grace.”   I want this church to adopt this on two levels.

1. The spirit of this church is more about seeking God than providing perfect solutions. 

The catalyst for grace erupting and resulting in one of the largest revivals in history was a group of people that didn’t know their right hand from their left but were seeking after God. 

Jonah 3:8 Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9  Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish."

If I could hire Dr. Phil, James Dobson, and Solomon they still couldn’t resolve every situation of humanity that will walk into this church.  I couldn’t do that anyway.  But what we can do is provide an atmosphere of questing after God.  Whoever walks in here with whatever hell they have breaking loose in their life, know this, I will not be afraid to look them in the eye and say, “I don’t know, but we will call urgently on God.” 

God didn’t call me to this city to answer every question about doctrine, relationships, finances, careers, etc…  He called me to raise up a group of people that with their worship, with their prayers, with their faith, will create an atmosphere where people can connect with Him.  He will provide the answers they need for their life.  This emerging church will become a catalyst for God’s grace impacting countless lives, not because we have all the answers (May not know our right hand from our left) but because we will seek after God, and believe in God.  

2. We will value kids. 
We will place a premium on child like faith in God.  We will practice childlike wonder at God’s blessings.  We will strive for childlike excitement when we come into God’s presence.  (Trying to answer this question for years)  There is something wrong with people who are unmoved by God’s presence. Some kids stayed God’s hand and caused His grace to flood a city, a wonder what a church of kids could do in 2004?  It is not just the spirit of kids we are going to value around here, we are going to place a premium on actual kids.  Before you write them off as insignificant you might want to consider the fact that their presence in the world may be the only thing holding back the judgment of God.   It is no accident we have placed so much work into what we do for kids around here.  Nothing is closer to the heart of God.   Not only do I want them here for the value they hold, I want them here as a model for every young adult, every middle aged person, every sr citizen that comes to God here.  The old saying is that a baby is God’s vote that the world should continue, I think kids are God’s vote that the ministry of a church deserves to be perpetuated.  

God allowed grace to erupt over more than half a million people because of some kids.  And I believe He will release it into a church, and into a community, and into families and into lives as long as there is a group that believe and seek in faith.  

Cows 

But it wasn’t just the kids…

Jonah 4:11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?
It wasn’t just the kids that stopped God’s hand of judgment, it was also the cows.  I don’t think God just has a particularly soft spot for cows.  You know, some people are into kittys, God is a cow-person.  The cows are about two things.

1. Capacity for repentance. 

The Book of Leviticus teaches the method for sin atonement in the Old Testament was through the sacrifice of cattle.  These people have what it takes to offer the sacrifice of repentance.  What God required was a blood sacrifice and these people had what it took to provide that.  If we are going to become a catalyst for the grace of God in our world the question we have to answer is do we have what God wants?

Psalm 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

Anytime there is a people who have the capacity to repent God will allow His grace to flow. 
This is what happened in Ninevah. 

This is what happened in Jerusalem in the 2nd chapter of Acts. 

This is what happened time and again for Israel in the OT.
II Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

Ninevah is the absolute confirmation of this verse.  They humbled themselves, they sought God, they turned (repented) from their evil ways, and God saved a city.  As long as we have the capacity to repent in this house, repent of our materialism, repent of our doubt, repent of our carnality, repent of what we allow in our life that is not like God, we can see a never ending river of God’s grace flow through us.  We do not have to be perfect we just have to have the capacity for repentance. 

2. Cows mean wealth. 

Wealth was measured in Jonah’s day in cattle.  Much cattle = much wealth.  God has a great work that needs to be done and it takes great resources to do it.  This church is going to impact our culture in so many areas and God knows what we need to make it happen.  If we will put what we have in God’s hands He will impact a world with it.  

A little boy put his lunch in God’s hands…
A woman set out the pots she had…

A man took the only thing in his hand and stretched it over an ocean…
A woman took the last bit of food she had and gave it to the prophet…

A man went after an army with three hundred guys with tea pots…
I am not sure why He does it but God uses what we have to do His work.  He uses what we will release into His hands to feed the hungry, perform miraculous deliverance, and win great victories for the kingdom of God.  The more we release into His hands the more you will see Him work through us. 

Kids & Cows
I dream of a church where the grace of God is a palpable force.  What it takes to create that church is some kids and cows. 

· People full of faith in God, not cynical and jaded.

· People seeking after God, believing God will reward their search. 

· People with the capacity for repentance.  Not full of pride.  Not self righteous, but totally reliant on the grace of God. 

· A church where people will release their resources into the hand of God. 

Jonah 4:11 And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?

Should I not send a revolutionary move of my Spirit to Plano?  There is a group of people seeking me, humbling their life before me, releasing their life into my hand?  

Jonah knew before he ever went to Ninevah what God was going to do.  God’s grace is very predictable.

Jonah 4:2 He prayed to the LORD, "O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.

Jonah could predict the grace of God.  He knew what God was going to do.  And so do I…

If we have any kids here today… People who will seek after God believing He is going to reward their search.  People who can shove aside doubt and just get passionate about God.  

If we have any cows in here…  Capacity to repent… Tell God your sorry… That you need Him…  His grace will flow down into your life.  Into your home…  Into your city…

