How Then Ought We To Worship

Romans 1: 18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19  Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath showed it unto them. 20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 24  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 25  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 26  For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 27  And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which was meet. 28  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;  29  Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30  Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31  Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:

NIV - 18  The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness,

19  since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20  For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 21  For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22  Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23  and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 24  Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.

They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen. 26  Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones.  27  In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 28  Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 29  They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30  slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31  they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless.

WOW!  In this reading the Apostle Paul gives an incredibly accurate description of the state of fallen mankind.  He paints a vivid description of the ultimate condition of man in a society where God has been removed.  His words ring as true in the present day as they did in the decadent world that was looking upon the crumbling Roman Empire.   Paul cuts godless man no slack.  He states in no uncertain terms the end result of man that does not give heed to God.  

When you look closely at this portrait of evil that is humanity it is hard to imagine how beings created in the image of God, intended to share Paradise with Him, could have sunk so low.  I have often wondered how the parents of men who commit atrocities feel?  Do they go back to the baby book and look at the bright eyed, chubby-cheeked toddler and try to see clues of the monster behind those innocent eyes?  Do they look into the terrifying abyss of the monster’s eyes and try to find some trace of that child?  It does not seem possible that the two are in any way the same.   Equally hard to believe is the fact that the depraved creatures of Romans 1 are the recipients of God’s image and breath of Genesis.  How could they have sunk so low?

How does the transition happen?

From innocent to evil?
From holy to horrifying?

From perfection to perverse?
From delightful to despicable (beings)?

Well,  Paul had an idea, a theory, of what started this whole slide for humanity.  He told you before he ever got started describing the sorry state of affairs with mankind, how humanity started this long downward spiral.  Verse 21 – Because that when they knew God they glorified him not as God (They did not give God the worship He deserved) neither were they thankful.  The rest of verse 21 and verses 22 and 23 are expansions on this statement.  They are simply a clarification and detailed version of what Paul just wrote.  Verse 24 starts with the word “wherefore” which in this passage could be translated ‘because of this”.  Paul is essentially saying “Mankind did now worship God like they were supposed to and because they did not they sank into this morass of evil”.

Paul traces the worst degeneracies of man back to man’s failure to worship God the way he ought to.  
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful God gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts.
And at that point humanity began a slide which continues to this day.  All because God was not worshipped and glorified the way He ought to be.  

There Is A Lot Riding On My Worship 

And people think their worship does not matter.
People think it is ok to give God a token of their time during the week and when they finally make it to His house to do their best to stay awake.

People sing songs by rote, mouth words with no conscious thought.
I give God a token of my energy because I have spent the bulk of it in pursuit of my own gain and there remains little to give to my Creator.

· Any degree of worship that moves beyond what we consider comfortable and the normal bounds of accepted decorum is considered excessive by most. 

· Our attitude to a great degree is not unlike David’s wife and the disciples watching the woman with the alabaster box…

· What would our reaction be to an extravagant gesture of praise unto God? (Burning posessions…)

I find these attitudes perplexing considering the how much is riding on my worship.  It was a failure to glorify God like He should be glorified that started this whole mess in the first place, you would think we would take a hint.   God cares about how we worship Him.  

· What Is True For Humanity Is True For Individuals
· Just as the degeneracy of humanity started with a failure to worship God so also the slide toward sin of a single human soul starts with a failure to glorify God the way He ought to be glorified.

· It was true for proud Nebuchadnezzer in the 4th chapter of Daniel.

- 24  "This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree the Most High has issued against my lord the king: 25  You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle and be drenched with the dew of heaven. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes. 26 your kingdom will be restored to you when you acknowledge that Heaven rules. 29  Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30  he said, "Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?"  31  The words were still on his lips when a voice came from heaven, "This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you.

32  You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes." 33  Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate grass like cattle. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.  At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward  honored and glorified him who lives forever. His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation. 

- This is a literal example of what Paul is saying.  The downfall of man and a man begins when they do not worship God.

Worship Makes Us God Conscious
