There is a truth about God that I have touched on peripherally several times in recent weeks.  In this sermon I want to fully explore this concept, and really drive it deep into your spirit.  I want you to not only understand this is truth, but I want you to also understand the implications of it for your life.

Here is the truth.

God communicates His attributes, who

and what He is, with His very presence.
\

We communicate who and what we are by our words and actions.  And then only after a long period of observation.  But God can communicate His attributes to a person on the moment they become aware of His presence.  

Sitting in this room are people who have walked with the Lord for many years.  You have read your Bible from cover to cover more than once.  You have heard thousands of sermons, hundreds of Bible studies.  Yet if I were to give you this microphone an let you speak I have no doubt that your testimony would be that you learned more from individual, intimate encounters with God than you ever did from any sermon.   Something about being in God’s presence taught you more than any study ever could.  

Jesus told the religious people of His day to search the scriptures, because you believe that eternal life is in those scriptures. (John 5) But He went on to say that those scriptures would lead a person to Himself.  And that eternal life was only going to happen when He, Christ, was the object of their search.   In other words, if you are going to get what your looking for at some point you are going to have to take this thing from an academic search, and find a relationship with me.  You are going to have to come into my presence.  It is there that you learn of me.

God communicates His attributes, who

and what He is, with His very presence.
· Moses
· How much time do you have to spend with someone before you really know them?

· How long do you have to observe someone before you know what to expect from them?

· In Exodus 33 God took a stroll past Moses while he was hidden in a cleft in the rock.  God told Moses, when I am finished just walking past you;

· You will know my goodness.

· You will know my grace.

· You will know my mercy.

· You will know my name.

I have preached more times than I can count about the goodness of the Lord.  I have preached about His grace until people close to me wondered whether or not I knew another subject.  I have preached mercy ceaselessly.   And I am part of a movement that has been exhaustive in its teachings on the name of the Lord.  And after all of that there are people that don’t get it, don’t know, don’t believe.  Yet God took one walk on top of a mountain while Moses watched.  And revealed it all.  By the time He finished walking by, Moses knew the source of all goodness, and unfailing grace, and endless mercy, and the most powerful name every uttered.

You don’t need another sermon nearly as much as you need to be in Gods presence.  That is where you learn of Him.  

· Disciples
· How long do you have to know someone before you place your life in their hands?  

· What kind of knowledge would you have to possess before you would let a person control your future and your destiny?  

· How much would you have to trust someone before you would leave everything you own and everything you know to buy into their vision?

In Matthew 4 Jesus came walking down the seashore.  There He saw Peter and Andrew, and James and John.  He simply said, “Follow me”.  And the Bible says that without a second thought they left the only life they had ever known to follow Jesus Christ.

People that we could never persuade in a thousand sermons to follow Christ can be persuaded by one real encounter with His presence. I tell you it is imperative that the spirit of God be manifest in every service we have.  

It is God’s presence that will persuade men, more than the logic of our sermons, more than the soundness of our doctrine, more than anything else, people need to be in God’s presence.  

Some of us that struggle with fear and with doubt do not need another sermon on faith nearly as much as we need to be in the presence of God.  Suddenly when I am in His presence I know just as certainly as Peter knew it, that if I lose everything I have ever known it will be ok, because I am following Him.

· Isaiah
· How much do you have to trust someone before you put your very life in their hands?

· How long do you have to know someone before you confess your deep, deep, faults to them, knowing that they will be compassionate and kind?

With men it is a long time indeed, years, possibly a lifetime.  Not so with the God that communicates His attributes through His presence.

It was Isaiah’s understanding of God that any sinful flesh that came into the presence of Holy God would die, instantly.  Given that understanding it amazes me that He was not stricken in terror when he found himself face to face with the Almighty in the 6th chapter of Isaiah.  So filled with the glory of God was that place that the very supporting pillars were shaking.   Yet Isaiah was not paralyzed with fear.  Instead there came pouring out this confession of His own sinful condition.

Apparently just being in the presence of God swept away every preconceived idea he had about God, and gave him a new knowledge of God’s grace and mercy.  

We live in a world that has a lot of wrong ideas about God, and they have those ideas for a lot of reasons, but I am telling you that all of the brainwashing people have been put through will be swept away when people encounter the presence of God. 

We resolve all issues in His presence, for there is where we learn the truth of Him!

People will not come and pour their heart out before God and seek His forgiveness because we condemn them.  They will not come when we bludgeon them with God’s law.  They will come when they sense His grace and mercy in the fire of His presence.  

Small wonder David declared that in His presence is fullness of joy, small wonder that 1st Chronicles stated in the 16th chapter that glory and honor are in His presence and strength and gladness reside where His presence is. 

God communicates His attributes, who

and what He is, with His very presence.
He made Moses to know goodness, grace, and His name by walking by.  

He made the disciples to know they could trust Him with their life, and He would shape their destiny, by walking to where they were and asking them to follow Him.  

In a few moments prostrate before the Almighty Isaiah lost every preconceived notion of God.
What has the presence that is surely in the place spoke to you?

Egypt 

· Isaiah 19:1  The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it.

· Egypt was the epitome of sin and Godlessness.

· Egypt was consumed with idolatry and controlled by the occult.

· Demons had free reign in that deceived culture.  

· They sacrificed their babies to the crocodiles and worshipped flesh to the point that prostitution was a religion.  

They were not so different from the world we live in today.  They world in which I fearfully raise my raise my children.  Yet God declared that all that it would take for the idols to crumble and the evil heart to be dissolved would be for His presence to roll in like the clouds.  

The languishing people of our world under the grinding oppression of sin do not need another church, another TV program, another organization.  What they need it the presence of God.  Every one of those things that do not view themselves as a vehicle of His presence needs to shut down and go away.  

I John 1:5 declares that God is light.  All it takes to dispel the darkness is the appearance of the light.  It is not even a struggle.  There is no war between darkness and light.  Where light is darkness is not.  And it is as though it were never there.  When the light comes into your life the darkness is simply gone.  Miraculous deliverance?  Of course!  The light came and it is not so much that the darkness went, it just simply cannot exist where the light is.  

We try to often to explain God.  His presence will explain Him better than we ever could.  

God communicates His attributes, who

and what He is, with His very presence.
