God In A Box

Luke 5:17  And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was present to heal them. 18  And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was taken with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him before him. 19  And when they could not find by what way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his couch into the midst before Jesus. 20  And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.  21  And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?  22  But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, What reason ye in your hearts?  23  Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk?  24  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house.  25  And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God.  26  And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were filled with fear, saying, We have seen strange things to day.

Here we have a picture, a story, of God stuffed into a house with religious people.  A picture of God surrounded by a structure that prohibits the hurting people to get to Him and traps Him under the scrutinizing critical eyes of a host of religious leaders.  

The history of religion is man attempting to put God in a box.  In order to make deity more understandable men developed systems of idolatry that they used to more to make God less mysterious, more manageable.  Mankind has developed mythologies to explain the inexplicable.  Mankind has found it easier to write their own lies and try and believe them than to accept in faith what is right and true.  Every time there is a revelation of Deity mankind has tried to put it in a box that they could control.  Theologians speak of “systematic theologies” that they would use to define the Almighty.  For whatever reason it is an almost instinctive notion to put God in a box.

Although not the first, the Catholic Church built one of the earliest, elaborate boxes, until Martin Luther armed with a revelation of grace, shattered it by nailing 95 theses to a church door.  Then immediately people set about building another box based on those revelations called the Lutheran church.  This stood until John Wesley shattered that box open and let God out again in a wave of revival.  The box builders showed up and built the Wesleyan church.  And so the succession has gone.  

There are those who build the box and those who break the box open and get to Christ. 

Box Builders
At every revelation along comes someone who will try and build the house that will hold God at the mercy of the religious and make it hard for the hurting to get to Him.  

Get this sad picture, God in a house, so full of religious folk that the hurting can’t get through.  The religious not availing themselves of the healing power of God, and not willing to make room for anyone else to take advantage of it either.   (Kids grabbing a toy) 
· Are more concerned with the regulation of God (Religion) than with letting Christ do His thing.   Vs. 17 Pharisees and doctors of the law… Vs. 21 Begin to reason… Instead of rejoicing at the miracle they were wondering at whether or not it was proper to for the miracle to have happened.  Some things are always in order in the presence of Christ.  But some times it is hard for those things to happen when we have Christ in such a constricted structure that He cannot move. <There He could do no mighty works…>   <Limited the Holy One…>
· Cannot see their own need.  Vs. 17 The power of the Lord was present to heal them…  Apparently they needed healing, but there was no record of any of them being healed.  Shouldn’t the people closest to Christ be the greatest recipients of His power?  But since the box builders are more interested in getting Christ contained in a structure they can control they rarely see the power of God flow into their lives.  That usually happens for the person that could care less about the structure and is willing to rip it to shreds in order to get to where Jesus is and be healed.  
· Box builders are troubled at the idea of an uncontained God.
