Give Grace A Chance

John 1:17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

John 8:1 Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. 3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 

The story is self-revealing.  It is not a complicated plot at all.  A woman was in the very act of adultery.  She was caught by religious rulers and drug naked before Christ.  But even in a simple straight forward story like this there are some subtleties and some deeper lessons to be learned.  

Let me run through some of the less obvious aspects of the story before I plunge into the heart of what I want to say to you.

· Where is the man?  It takes two people to commit adultery.  Yet the man is noticeably absent from this scene.  

· How did they know how to catch this woman at the precise moment of her sin?  Adultery is a secret thing, not something you put in your daytimer.  

· The conclusion of these brief facts is as follows:  

· The woman was set up.  Obviously the man was in collusion with the accusers or he to would have been threatened with stoning. He told them when and where to catch her.

· The purpose was not to stop adultery.  If these guys had a problem with adultery they would have got the guy too, and they would not have asked Jesus’ opinion.  They had a mandate from the law.  Had they went ahead and stoned them both they would have been justified.  

· Their motive was to trap Christ.  They did not care about the woman’s shame, her soul, her family, her reputation, or her feelings.  You could argue that she didn’t care either or she would not have been doing what she was doing.   But the bottom line is that is her choice not theirs, what’s more we should at least treat sinners as good as God does.  After all, it is his law that they are violating not ours. (RIFF Peoples attitude toward sinners…If God chooses to extend grace, if God chooses to with-hold judgment, if God chooses to give them a space to repent, how can we do any less?)  
· The men were possessors of religious minds.     

          The religious mind is always more concerned with legality than love.
          The religious mind will destroy people to prove a point.

          The religious mind is more set on punishment than restoration. 

          The religious mind accepts and rejects based on convenience. 

          The religious mind easily sees the faults of others while blinded to its 

          own.  

So there you kind of have a little insight into all of the under the surface issues of this little drama.  Now let me get to the point.   There is one moment that is pivotal in this narrative.   There is one phrase that changes the whole tenor of the conversation and lets you know that this is not going to end well for these religious jerks.  

They set her up, they caught her, they drug her naked through the streets, they threw her to the ground, they pick up rocks, they state the legal precedent, “Moses in the law commanded us that such a one should be stoned”.  We know from the text in John 1 that indeed the law came from Moses.  At that point every thing they have done, while morally reprehensible, is legally permitted, even encouraged.  But then they ask one little question and at that point I am convinced God almost laughed out loud.  

John 8:5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?
Grace & Truth Respond
As long as they were quoting Moses they had a right to do what they were doing and the woman was doomed, but the mistake they made was in not knowing who they were talking to.   For you see if you go to Moses you are going to get law (John 1:17) but if you come to Jesus…

John 1:14 says He is full of grace and truth.

John 1:17 says that while we get law from Moses, what we receive from Christ is grace and truth. 

The mistake of these men was to ever crack the door open to grace and truth.  The moment they solicited an opinion you know what is going to happen.  

Romans 3:24 tells you that grace is going to justify her.
Romans 5:15 tells you grace is going to save her.

I Corinthians 12:9 lets you know grace is enough for even her weakness.
Titus 3:7 confirms that she will be justified by grace.

Ephesians 1:7 lets you know that grace is going to forgive and redeem her. 

And that is just what grace is going to do for her.   Remember you are talking to the one who brings grace and truth.

After Jesus does not condemn her, after her accusers have slunk away, after she has been sent on her way with the command to go and sin no more Jesus tells you why this obviously guilty one was permitted to walk free.

John 8:32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

Remember, the law came by Moses, but grace and truth by Jesus Christ.  The second they cracked open the door to grace and truth you have to know she will be forgiven, you have to know she will be restored, you have to know she will be set free.   The mistake of the accusers was to give grace a chance.  When they asked, “what sayest thou”, they were giving grace and truth a chance, and grace and truth forgave her and set her free.

My message is very simple.  Before you pass final judgment on yourself, before you decide something is hopeless or irredeemable, before you accept the facts or the law give grace and truth a chance and see what they say.  Ask Jesus what He has to say and I promise you will like the answer of grace and truth better than what your hearing now. 

Get Truth’s Take
The first part of their mistake was to try and argue the facts without realizing they were talking to The Truth.  

John 14:6  Jesus saith, I am the truth

· So they come hoping to get a conviction based on the facts.  

· She was taken in adultery

· Moses said the law such a one should be stoned. 

Those are the facts they presented.  But many times the truth is greater than the sum of all the facts.   All the facts compiled together may not equate to the truth.  

If we are going to base it on facts, well yeah, she is guilty and you could kill her, but now you have asked Truth to speak, and the Truth is this…

John 3:17 God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

You need to scrape up all the facts that have been scaring you to death, all the facts hanging in Damolclean fashion over your head and present them to the Truth and ask Him what He has to say.   It will go something like this…

The fact is you have that disease but the truth is…

Isaiah 53:5... with his stripes we are healed.

James 5:14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him

The fact may be that you have committed a horrible sin but the truth is not that you are doomed, hopeless, helpless, and unforgivable.  The truth is…

Hebrews 9:13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!

Don’t get distracted, discouraged, and despairing over what they facts are, get the truth.  Truth will always triumph over facts.  The facts will always condemn me and leave me without hope but the Truth will always make me free.  But don’t stop at just getting Truth’s take on things. 

Give Grace A Chance
First of all, their hope at the facts condemning her died the second they asked Truth what He thought.  Secondly, their desire to destroy her ended the moment they gave Grace a chance to get in the picture.  

All that is missing from some of your lives, the only reason the restoration is not complete, is because you have never given Grace a chance.  The Facts batter you, actions haunt you.  If you would ever pause long enough to ask Him, “What do you say?”  If you would just crack the door open a little bit to grace He would batter it the rest of the way open and send you on your way healed and restored.  

The only thing keeping some relationships in your life from being healed is you are armed with the facts about that person and you have not given grace a chance to heal things between you. 

Cry Out For Grace
They quoted the law.  But not all of it.   The law they cite is found in Deuteronomy 22:23/24 (She was a betrothed virgin girl.  A married woman was to be strangled, that is how I know that this is the law to which they refer.)

Deuteronomy 22: 23  If a man happens to meet in a town a virgin pledged to be married and he sleeps with her, 24  you shall take both of them to the gate of that town and stone them to death--the girl because she was in a town and did not scream for help, and the man because he violated another man's wife. (NIV)

Only one thing gives them the right to stone her, she did not cry out for help.  The only thing she has to do in order to escape guilt and condemnation is cry out. 

How long will you continue to let your flesh rape your righteousness?

How long will you let your trouble rape your peace?

How long will you let your past rape your future?

How long will you let your mistake rape your joy in Christ?

How long will you let your habit rape your self respect.

