The Dividing Line

Luke 18:27 And he (Jesus) said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.

At what point does God become a reality in our lives?  In what manner and facet of life do we connect with God in such a way that His attributes of peace, wisdom, & strength become an undeniable fact in our existence?  There is no one way.   There are different ways for different times and circumstances of our lives.  By the time you follow Jesus for a few months you will start to figure out a few ways to reach God.
We connect with God in prayer, but I confess it is not every time all the time.  I pray because God is my friend and you cannot have a relationship without communication.  I pray as a spiritual discipline in my life. I cannot say I walk away from every prayer encounter knowing I have connected with God.  I believe He has heard me but it is really faith in action. 

When I serve I am getting dangerously close to the heart of God and He draws near to be part of what I am doing.  This is what drove Mother Theresa to work among the poorest people in the world in Calcutta. We are going to reach out to hurting people to help them, but also so we can feel the presence of God.  (Jesus hangs out w/ hurting people)

Worship offers consistent entrance into His presence.  This is Biblical.  This is why we open every service with worship unto God.  We want to provide access to His presence.  (Psalm 100:4) Lifting your voice in song, telling God audibly you love Him, telling God aloud that you know He is a great God is a profound declaration of faith that God will respond to. 

God through His Word can touch you.  Written or preached.  (Will accomplish that thing…)  

The problem is when I need God to be the most real in my life is when I don’t feel like worshipping, when I don’t want to pray, and when the last thing I want to do is serve someone else because I have all kinds of hell breaking loose in my own life.   And it seems like those catastrophic, frustrating, terrifying, confusing, and heart-breaking periods of life are when God is the hardest to find.  (I hope that is not too honest for you) It seems like there is 24/7 easy access to God until I need Him most, then He pulls a disappearing act.  Don’t think I am a lonely doubter here, there were several Bible writers who concur with me. 

Psalm 10:1 Why standest thou afar off, O LORD? Why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble?

Psalm 13 – My heart is sorrowing daily and I fear death.  How long will you forget me and how long will you hide your face from me?

Psalm 44:24 Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and forgettest our affliction and our oppression?

Psalm 88 – I am afflicted, I am terrified, I have been crying out to you.  Why are you hiding your face from me?  

Everyone at some point has been cut off by some jerk driving like a maniac down the freeway and we have all said,  “Where is a cop when you need one?”   (RIFF) The people worshipping, celebrating the blessings of God, immersed in the joyful work of the Kingdom all feel God.   Where is He when I am confused, my heart is breaking, or I am about to lose my mind?  

I opened this sermon with a question, At what point does God become a reality in our lives.   Let me refine the question.  

At what point does God show up and become a reality in my life when my life is coming apart at the seams?  

When my situation is desperate when will God make an appearance?  When answers are growing increasingly hard to come by when will God show up with a solution?  

How do I get reach Him, connect with Him when I need Him most?  

There is a point where God will become real in the most desperate of situations and I am going to show you that place.  I am going to help you conceptualize a connecting place with God and you will never again have to wonder where is God when you need Him most.  

Conceptualize The Connection
Luke 18:27 And he (Jesus) said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God I need Him most in my impossible place.  

I need His wisdom when it is impossible for me to devise a solution. 

I need His peace when it is imp. for me to escape my fear and anxiety. 

I need His strength when it is impossible for me to take another step. 

I need His resources when mine are tapped out. 

I need His love when I find it impossible to forgive myself. 

Jesus clarified something for us.  There is a place where things become impossible for you.  

