To Pursue, Or To Not Pursue

Ecclesiastes 3:1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:  2  A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;  3  A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;  4  A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  5  A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  6  A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
(Introduction)

The life you are given is of a finite quality.  You have a limited number of days allotted to you.  You have a limited amount of time in which you will trod upon this planet.  

James 4:14 For what is your life? It is even a vapour, 

That appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.

In addition to being limited by time, we are limited by resources.  There is only so much one individual can accomplish.   No matter how talented, strong, skilled, or intelligent, there is no one human that can do everything.  Indeed the Bible lets us know in Matthew 19 that there are some things that for man are impossible.  

So, the challenge for each of our lives is to do the most we can with the time and abilities we posses.  Every one around you is limited as you are.  Some carry a greater handicap than others.  I am not sure why this is.  I think I have an idea.  When racehorses are trained they are handicapped, weights are placed on their legs.  They learn to run with that limitation in place.  They train to do their best within the boundaries of that confinement.  When the time comes for the horse to really excel, the weights are taken off, and the horse that did its best breaks into a new dimension of performance.  Need I remind you that the day will come when all burdens will be lifted off of us, when mortality will put on immortality.  “It doth not yet appear what we shall be”  Right now we are handicapped by time and ability.  Right now we are held back by our own humanity.  The day is coming when the weights and constraints will be lifted, when frailty, weakness, and limitation will no longer be a part of our world.  

Until then we must do as best we can within the limitations of time and ability.   Solomon in his wisdom understood this.  He understood that given only a certain allotment of time and resources, a secret to success for a human life would be in how you manage that time and those resources.  You only have so much to work with.  Really not even enough for a lot of mistakes.  So the challenge become in how you allocate your precious time and energy.   The wise Solomon understood this, and thus he left us with advice that is worth more than you could ever pay.

5  A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  6  A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

Life will present you with all kinds of opportunities.  You are going to have a lot of dreams.  There is going to be all kinds of things come your way.  Every day will bring a new offering.  Every day will present you with another chance at some great thing. The secret to a successful life is knowing which ones to pursue, and which ones to let walk on by, which dreams to hold onto until they become reality, and which ones to let die, which things to hang onto with all your might and which things to let go.

Life is to limited by time and resources to be one steady accumulation.  To do so is to become overwhelmed.  People have breakdowns because they hold to themselves more than anyone human being can handle.  No one can pursue every whim, and hang onto every opportunity.  Life cannot be reduced to nothingness by abdicating every responsibility and side-stepping every challenge, because then you wind up empty and useless. The trick is to know what to hang onto and what to let go, what to chase after and what to wave bye to. 

The Question

The most successful people I know are people that have found a focus.  They know when to hang on and when to let go.  They know what to keep in their life and what not to keep.  They focus their life and anything outside of that focus does not get their energy and time.  

Psalm 27: 4 One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.

Paraphrase – “ I have trimmed my desires and dreams down to one thing, and that is what I will focus on until it becomes reality.  

Phillipians 3 …but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,  14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  15  Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded:

Paraphrase – “I cannot do it all.  My time and resources are too limited, so I have let some things go.  I have not tried to hang onto everything.  I focused on one thing.  And any of you that want this level of intensity in your life, do the same thing”.

This is the key, to no when to hang onto dreams, relationships, goals, desires, or when to let them go.  This is the secret, to know which opportunities, chances, to pursue, and which ones to let go.  

Therefore, this is the question, When to pursue, and when not to.  When should I hang on, and when should I let go? 

If you will not think me to silly for doing so, I would quote the old gambler riding the rails in the wee hours of the morning who proffered the sage advice “You’ve got to know when to hold them and know when to fold them”.  

Turning to a more spiritual view point allow me to suggest to you that your success in the life to come in a great degree depends on how well you master this question of should I pursue or let go, hang on or cast away.

Matthew 25:23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

Our success as humans and as Christian depends on how well we determine whether or not to pursue a dream or an opportunity, it hangs on how well we determine what to hang onto and what to let go of

The Case Studies

I am preaching to people who have dreams, who desire things in the spirit and in the natural.  I am preaching to people who are hanging onto some things, relationships, life-directions, wondering whether you should hang on or let go.  I am preaching to people who are faced with decisions and opportunities, and the question is should I pursue or should I let it go.  Everything hangs in the balance, if I pursue and it is the wrong decision I may spend years chasing something and never catch it, or I may catch it and realize I never should have tried to posses it.  I may let it go and spend years in regret.  To pursue or to not pursue?  I cannot answer the question, but I can give you some criteria by which to make a decision.  

David at Ziklag

 While David was still an outlaw he came face to face in a very real way with this timeless question..  

I Samuel 30: 1  And it came to pass, when David and his men were come to Ziklag on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the south, and Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag, and burned it with fire;  2  And had taken the women captives, that were therein: they slew not any, either great or small, but carried them away, and went on their way.  3 So David and his men came to the city, and, behold, it was burned with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters, were taken captives.  4 Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep. 5 And David's two wives were taken captives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite.  6 And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God. 7 And David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech's son, I pray thee, bring me hither the ephod. And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David.  8 And David inquired at the LORD, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop?  Shall I overtake them? And he answered him, Pursue: for thou shalt surely overtake them, and without fail recover all.

Verse two gives you the first criteria as to whether or not you should pursue.  The Bible takes care to specify that the women were still living.  This is the first criteria that must be satisfied.  Is the dream, opportunity in question still alive.  Too many people have squandered too many years chasing that which was dead to them, chasing that which never had a hope of coming to pass.  Chasing relationships that were never going to happen.  Dreams that were no longer going to take place.  Somehow they lacked the ability to cast it away, to let it go.  

Is it yet alive is the question.  Let me say this to you,  that in the realm of the spiritual all things live.  Always pursue purity, always pursue righteousness.  It matters not how long ago or how thoroughly it was stripped from you.  It yet lives.  

But some things do die, and you must learn to let them go.

I Samuel 16:1 And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel?

Paraphrase-  “Quit crying over it, quit trying to change it, It’s over.  Your still stuck on what I am through with”
Too many people live their life trying to win the approval of people that no longer matter in their life anymore.  

But if the possibility is there, go for it.  If there is a spark of life left hang on to it.  If there is a chance of resurrection drag it to the feet of Christ and ask Him to put life there.   We give up on too much too easy.  We proclaim marriages dead, and children lost, dream gone way too quickly.  (Homer)

Sometimes we know what is dead and what is not.  In your heart of hearts you know there are things you need to turn loose of.  But it is not always so cut and dried.  

Ezekiel 37:3  And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest.

If you have something and your just not sure, let God decide if it lives or not.

Eve, Peter, & The Rich Young Ruler

Which opportunities should I chase, which should I let go?  Lives are decimated by poor decisions.  On the one hand you may get the desires of your heart and wind up with a Midas touch.   Cursing your own succes and wishing to God you could go back.  On the other you may along with Felix le the greatest opportunity of your life get past you.  The words of the poet will haunt you, “Of all the words of tongue or pen there is none sadder than, It might have been” 
Three people faced with an opportunity.  To the women the opportunity is this; To know all things, To live forever, To be Like God.  Really, when you look at it closely I guess the same deal was offered to the two men.  To Peter standing on the seashore the Christ said, “follow me, and I will make you a fisher of men.”   I will shape you into my image, and make you a part of my kingdom.  To the rich young ruler the deal was that he would inherit eternal life.  Now how to decide.  For the woman the question is, should I eat the fruit or not. It sounded fantastic.  Do not think your choices are insignificant.  For Peter and the Rich Young Ruler it did not sound so good.  Basically the deal was for both of them to leave everything and follow the Christ.  How to choose?  Should I pursue, should I let it go?   Here is the second criteria by which you make that decision.

Who’s voice am I hearing.  

Eve was hearing the sibilant whisper of a seductive snake.  Peter and the RYR were hearing the voice of Christ.  Whose voice is whispering in your ear?  Until you learn to discern Christ you are doomed to frustration.

I Corinthians 14: 10  There areso many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification. 11  Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.

Too many people listen to their heart.  

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:

We will make right decisions when we learn to hear the right voice.  Eve was seduced by a snake, the RYC deceived by his own heart, only Peter got it right. 

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

The sheep hear.  It is a continual action.  He calls over and over.  The sheep hear the voice until it is such a part of their world that the first sign of danger is when they become aware that they are out of the range of His voice.  They determine how far to walk by that voice.  If they step out of range into danger their first clue is that the voice is gone.  The sheep know where and when to walk by the voice.  Do you hear it?  You hear it, it whispers through the pages of Gods word, it murmurs in your heart, it calls to you through your conscience.  You hear His voice.  It is his continual presence.  The reason some of you are strangely uneasy in our life right now is that there is a curious absence of His voice, and all the other voices seem so much louder.   

You will know what to hang onto, and what to let go of.  You will know which dreams and opportunities to pursue and which ones to let slide by, by listening to His voice, and knowing who it is that is speaking to you.  

Now, realizing the significance of your choices, come.  Does it live, hwo is calling?  
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