The Hope Of The Hungry

Psalm 42:1  To the chief Musician, Maschil, for the sons of Korah. As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. 2  My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?

John 6: 35  And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

There is something-strange going on in the world.  Well, there are a lot of strange things going on, but one in particular.  There are two trends that are seemingly at odds with one another.  One set of facts that is in glaring contradiction to the other.  They are as follows:

1. There is an increased interest in America for spiritual things.  I could be a whole lot more specific, but lets just leave it at that.  The baby boomer generation was the generation that rejected the spiritual values of their parents and pursued materialism and narcissism.  Their pursuit is increasingly leaving them feeling empty and there is a renewed interest in all things spiritual.  This renewed interest is seen in things like the New Age movement, rising influx of Eastern religions, increasing occult activity, & mysticism.  People are desperate for a touch of the supernatural, for the spiritual.  It ties back to the fact that you can minister to body and emotions, but until you touch the spirit the same restlessness and problems will persist.   People are longing for something spiritual.  All of this makes the second trend almost incomprehensible.  

2. People are leaving churches in droves.  Church attendance across the board is down.  Way down.  Not our church, but we are the exception not the rule.  Why in a time of unprecedented interest in spiritual things are people not flocking to churches?   We have a good stream of visitors here but given the manifest hunger for spiritual things we should have standing room only every time the doors are open, because there is a ravenous hunger for the spiritual in our society.   Don’t tell me there is not, there is absolutely too much hard evidence to state that the hunger is there.   Everything from cultural trends to hard polling data shows over and over that people are starving for something spiritual.  Why are they not turning to church?  Home Bible study groups, job related Bible study groups and every other kind of spiritual encounter is up.  Why not church?

Occams Razor – The simplest explanation is the right one.
So, what would the simplest answer to this seeming paradox be?  How can you have spiritually starving masses that are ignoring what should be the fountainhead of spirituality? Spiritually hungry people do not turn to organized religion because they do not find there what they are looking for.   This is a painful explanation but the only one that rings true.  People who have experienced every carnal and sensory pleasure begin looking for the truly spiritual and too often do not find it in church. Or worse, never bother looking there because they do not believe they will find that for which they seek there.  (This is the reason for Elim)  

People want;

· An encounter with God.

· A meeting with deity.

· A spiritual experience that transcends body, mind, & emotions.

We cannot compete with what the world offers in impacting mind, body, and emotions.  (RIFF) All we have to offer is a spiritual dimension.  A meeting with the Holy One.  A doorway to a relationship with God.  

When The Well Goes Dry
When I think of a spiritually hungry world walking past the doors of the church the only image that comes to mind is pictures I have seen of grocery stores in the former Soviet Union with aisle after aisle of empty shelves where groceries were supposed to be stocked.  And one after another the disappointed shoppers turn away and as they leave they tell the ones coming in behind them, “Don’t waste your time, there is nothing there to be had.”  Slowly but surely the word gets out.  Finally hungry people don’t even consider that they maybe should go to the store, they just head straight for the nearest dumpster and start scrounging around.  

Hungry People Eat Anything

· Are you really shocked that America is keeping the psychic hot lines tied up? 
· That our society is busy resurrecting dead religions in search of the living God?  (kaballah)
· That intelligent people are walking around with crystals around their necks hoping for a touch of the spiritual? 
I don’t know why that would shock you, hungry people will eat anything!
Maybe they have left one too many churches having had only their physical and emotional being touched, but nothing impacting their spirits. 

The prodigal proved long ago that a starving person is not real particular where he gets his food. (RIFF: beggars)  The only thing that kept him from filling his belly with hog slop is that he knew where he could get his hands on hot bread.  The world possesses no such knowledge. Their concept of religion is that it is dead and irrelevant.

We have got to communicate to the world that we can lead them to a place unlike everywhere else they have tried, a place where they can be filled, a place where they can be delivered.

One of the stranger stories of scripture is in the 28th chapter of 1st Samuel.  A reprobate King Saul, sensing calamity in the days ahead needed desperately a word from God.  But Saul was alienated from God.  So he went to a little town called Endor to seek out a witch that allegedly was able to communicate with the dead.  He asked her to contact the spirit of Samuel.  A man desperate for a word from God, but being cut off from God tries to slip in the back door to a supernatural world because he understood that the answer to some questions are only found there.  Can I suggest to you that there is a world running to every dark thing because they don’t believe that they can get to God?   

(RIFF:  Just as Saul’s sin had separated him from God, we are in a fallen world.   And the same sense of shame that caused Adam to hide rests in the hearts of men and women.  Driving them everywhere except the one place they need to go, straight into the arms of God.  I will not rub peoples face in their sin.  Too many times they are intensely aware of how far they have fallen, and if we make God too inaccessible their very hunger for God will take them into dark places.)

So now they don’t even think to come in here, after all they have been disappointed here before.  In II Peter the Apostle writes of people that follow after the flesh, he refers to them as “wells without water, clouds without rain”.  They promise a lot but ultimately fail to deliver.  Please understand, the hungry person on the street does not distinguish between creeds and denominations.  They simply know what they have heard, and that is religion is a sham that ultimately does not deliver so they walk on by and never give it a try.   They have heard so many promises, but then the come and we minister in the first two dimensions of body and emotion and their spirit is untouched.  

It has been preached so much that it is cliché.  In the Book of Ruth Naomi and her sons left Bethlehem because of a famine.  Bethlehem translated means ‘House of Bread”.  They were leaving the house of bread because they were starving.   The problem is when people leave the empty house of bread they go to Moab, and Moab is where your sons die.  There is no future there.  I guess what I am saying is we owe it to the world to have bread, to have living water flowing in our midst.   

· Because too many churches have not delivered what they preached.

· Because we minister in two dimensions and neglect the spiritual.

· Because the hungry no longer believe we can meet their need.

· Because they are unaware of a fathers table.

The hungry go to Moab and watch their sons die, they turn to the dark side and their souls are damned, they kneel at pig troughs and fill their soul with every poisoned deception.

What then is their hope?  What is the answer for a population starving for the living God?

The Hope Of The Hungry

I can tell you this…the truly hungry for God will not starve to death.  Of that I can assure you.  We are working hard to make this church the conduit and the fountainhead, but with us or without us they are going to get their hearts desire.  I am supremely confident of this because of one thing…the promise of God.

Matthew 5: 6  Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.

It will happen.  The only question is how can we be a part of it.

We have to have God in our midst.  We must bring His glory to our place of worship.  For David to achieve it a man died and David made a complete fool of himself.  But it was all worth it when God was brought back to the proper place. 

· Anointed Worship Esther/One year in oils and incense before going in to the King.    Leviticus 16

· Be willing to become a beast of burden.  Matthew 21 (Did he disturb those praying for the arrival of the Messiah?)

How will we know when we have succeeded?  The first two dimensions are easy to quantify.  The spiritual is not.  
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