Safe Passage
I am reminded of a stanza from Amazing Grace.

Through many dangers, toils and snares, we have already come…”

That can be said of every marriage in this room.  You do not stay married any amount of time without going through some rough spots, dangers, and trouble.  Some of you have come through incredible life storms.  Some of you sustained damage during those storms and are in the process of healing and recovery.  Some of you are in storms. But one thing I know is that no marriage will escape; none is exempt.  

Being married successfully is tough; it is hard work.  Add to that the fact that the evil one wants to stop your marriage and it can seem a daunting thing.  There are all of the dangers I have talked about over this weekend.

Stowaways (unrealistic expectations)
Pirates & Sirens that would destroy God’s great gift of sex

Hidden reefs that would sink us financially
The danger of mutiny if we do not learn oneness love.

The very real danger of being shipmates and not soulmates.
And then there is the ocean we must sail through.  The culture that is against marriage.  The culture that is inundated with wrong messages about sex, wrong messages about money, wrong ideas about marriage, and lethal contempt for God’s plan for the family.  I spent a whole weekend last year talking specifically about all that.  I will not get back into all of that.  But the ocean we sail through is full of peril and danger.
I hear an echo of Christ’s words to His disciples…

Luke 10:3 Go your ways: behold, 

I send you forth as lambs among wolves.

We will not just magically arrive at any destination in marriage, we will get there because we planned, worked, and developed a strategy to get us there.    And we are working against incredible odds.  I know this by research.  I know this because for seven years now I have tried to develop ministry to married couples.  I know this because I travel across the country and meet couples who are good people, who want to be married, desperately, and yet never arrive.  

Preaching To The Chairs
I sat in a pastor’s conference and was listening to a pastor of one of the nations largest churches, he is considered to be one of the great preachers in America.  Someone asked him how he knows what to say, what direction to take when preparing material.  He replied, “It is very simple, I preach to the chairs.”   He walks among the empty chairs and visualizes the people sitting there, he reflects on what he knows about their lives.   The concepts he preaches come from the ideas that arise preaching to the chairs.  I developed this whole weekend by preaching to the chairs.  

Every week I would go see who signed up to be here, and I thought about you, your life, what I knew of it.  Some of your faces were before me the whole time I was writing.  I could see your face.  There were names I desperately wanted to show up on that list.  Not that I am so wise, but I know the principles I am sharing are right and they need to be heard.   

So I preached to the chairs and I prayed and asked God to help me say what was right, needed, applicable, and to say it as creatively as possible.  I know He spoke to me.  Yet, as I researched, prayed, preached to the chairs I grew increasingly frustrated.

There is so much that needs to be said. 

There are so many aspects of relationships and married life that are not discussed.

There are so many dangers married couples need to be made aware of.  

There are so many challenges that we need to be equipped for. 

I really didn’t cover anything about communication. 

I didn’t have time to talk about parenting. 

Had a session on a couple’s spiritual life I had to leave on the cutting room floor.
And I started really getting frustrated because I had this growing awareness that while I certainly couldn’t address everything, I couldn’t even get to what was coming to me from preaching to the chairs.  Faces would link to needs and I just can’t get close to covering it all.   

Safe passage is the theme and words God spoke to me, and I had to go back and say God, I have over-promised here.  I am not sure I can get people to think seriously enough about their marriage and different aspects of it to get them to even chart a course. To admit they need to.  Much less make sure that when they do chart that course they actually arrive.  And God said, of course not, that is not your job.  

The Missing Factor
The best advice in the world is not enough.  The wisest counselor in the world in some cases is not enough.  Your best intentions are not enough.  If you truly want a safe passage to the kind of marriage you long for you are going to need something else.  You may survive without it, but I promise you will not have the marriage you long for without it.  The odds are you will just not get there at all.  

Luke 8:22 Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went into a ship with his disciples: and he said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. And they launched forth. 23 But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with water, and were in jeopardy. 24 And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and there was a calm.

I can prepare you for dangers, warn you of some things to avoid.  I can give you strategies to navigate through some perilous places that have shipwrecked others.  There are well known dangers where people have gone before and drawn dragons on the map to let us know NOT to go there.  You don’t have to be wise to figure this out, just be a good researcher.  

But totally unplanned things can happen that can, as I said in the first session and as is repeated in 23, cause your boat to be “filled with water”  and in those times you need God to be on board with you.  What will guarantee safe passage is when Christ is not dormant in your relationship.  When you have not compartmentalized your faith in Christ, but He is onboard, in charge, and calling the shots.  

They were great sailors.  I am great teacher of marriage principles.  You are smart people.  Surely between the info I can provide and your own innate brilliance we can get you through.  I used to believe that before I presided over the shipwrecks of couples receiving better counsel than I could give and were every bit as sharp as you.  You better get Jesus Christ front and center in your relationship.  They are great sailors, but they were drowning.  “They were filled with water.”   And when they started drowning they decided that pride could die they were doing whatever they had to do to restore Christ as the commander of that vessel.  See, He not only commands the vessel, He commands that ocean we sail through. 

You need to talk about where you are going as a couple.  There are areas I have talked about this weekend you really need to work on.  God would not have led me to those things while I was preaching to the chairs if it were not so.  But those conversations do not need to be two-sided conversations.  You need to conference God in on them.

Is there a place we are off course?
Is there a danger we have been made aware of that we need to deal with?

Are we shipmates or soulmates?
Are we bearing down on some financial reefs?

Does one of us or both of us need some real healing before we can become soulmates?
They woke Him and put Him in charge.   And you know what…they arrived…safely.  He set the course…Let us go over to the other side. God set the course.  These two will be one flesh.  Now you just have to allow Him to be in charge.  

Look at that picture again.  That is when you set out.  You cant go back there. 

No one can go back and begin again, My Friend

But anyone can start from here and make a brand new end.

My prayer for you, God’s desire for you is that you start from right here, and chart a new end for your marriage.  One that you dreamed of.  I told you in the first session about a stowaway that was in that picture with you.  I am not sure what that final picture will look like.  But I hope you choose today to make sure there is another invisible traveler in it with you.  Jesus Christ.

