How To Make The Big Decisions

There is an old joke, about the guy who decided he was really going to let his wife know exactly who was running the show.  He sat her down and told her in no uncertain terms that he was the boss.  He called the shots.  He made the decisions.  She had just better get used to him making all the decision from then on because that was the way it was going to be. He was relating all of this to a friend. The friend asked, “How did she respond?”  He told his friend, “I didn’t see her for three days, then I started to be able to get my left eye open a bit.”

Marriage is not a dictatorship it is a partnership.  And in that partnership you will jointly make the most important decisions of your life.  What are some of the biggest decisions you have ever had to make as a couple?  For us one of the biggest was to have more children.  

The big decisions you make as a couple can be the source of your marriages greatest conflict, or the source of your marriages greatest strength.  Therefor it would make sense that couples have a process that they use to make major decisions.  In this session is not intended to help you resolve conflict, it is designed to help you make major decisions without it becoming a conflict.  

1. Be allies, not adversaries.  You can use all your intelligence, resources, and personality to sway your spouse to your point of view, and win.  Or you can combine your unique gifts and arrive at a solution that is superior than either one of you could have on your own.  

Ecclesiastes 4:9 Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. 10  For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. 11  Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? 12  And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

2. Seek a win-win solution.  Anything less than this will create resentment in the person who perceives that they lost or did not get what they wanted.  This is a lesson I am having to learn even with my children. Even God knows this.  

Isaiah 1:18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD:

Refuse to settle for anything less than a mutual victory.  Don’t make a decision until you can make one together.  If you cannot find a perfect win-win scenario then settle for the solution in which the cost to one spouse is minimized as much as possible.  

3. Listen more than you talk.  

James 1:19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:

Suppose your optometrist suggested you wear his glasses to fix your problem?  We don’t tend to have much confidence in someone who does not diagnose before they prescribe.  Stephen Covey tells the story of a father that made this statement; “I just cant understand my kid, he wont listen to me at all”  

4. Solve the problem; don’t conquer your spouse. The goal is not to emerge as the dominant partner; the goal is to solve a disagreement together and emerge as co-victors.  Remember point number 2.  There is a military strategy that is employed by the Israeli army that they learned from Gideon.  They take it right out of the Bible.  The strategy is simply this, never totally surround your enemy, always leave him an escape path.  If you totally surround him he will become desperate, and fight more viciously than he other wise would.  I see couples do this all the time.  They so overwhelm their spouse that what should have been a mild disagreement become a vicious power struggle. I have seen marriage decimated when if one spouse would have given their partner a chance for a dignified resolution it would have happened.  YOUR SPOUSE IS NOT THE PROBLEM, YOUR PROBLEM IS THE PROBLEM.
5. Get some perspective.  Before you become highly emotional put the issue to the “ten year test”.  Will is matter ten years from now?  If the answer is “no” then it does not make sense to invest your relationship capitol in it.  

6. Define the core issue. Most of the time the issue is not the issue, the issue is control.  It is not really about, what kind of new car will we drive, should the kids go to public or private school, etc, etc.  It is usually about who will control the relationship.  When you can get past that issue and work as a team you will resolve ninety percent of your conflicts.  That is why God set an order and a relationship priority in the home.  Today we have husbands that will not lead, wives that will not submit.  Husbands that don’t love their wives the way they are instructed to, wives that refuse their role, so we fight over things that are not the issue.  If you do not define the issue you will end up waging war on two fronts.  (People usually cloud the issue when they are losing.)

7. Make observations, not accusations. Don’t add your own interpretation into what they say, just accept it for what it is. When Jesus was hanging on the cross He cried out, “My God, why hast thou forsaken me?”.  The people standing around immediately put their own spin on things.  They started trying to decipher what he was talking about.  Some said He was calling for Elias, others said He was possessed of a devil.   Let’s not be so quick to interpret what others are saying.  Let’s try to accept what they say for what it is, and not look for any hidden meanings.  Abraham almost lost his wife and his life during a disastrous journey to Egypt because he allowed the people of that place to speculate as to what the relationship between he and his wife really was.  A simple statement of the facts would have saved them all a lot of hurt.  The Bible instructs us to let our no’s be no’s.  In other words, communicate clearly.  

8. The more important the decision, the more time you may need. Remember, there are two lives impacted by every major decision you make.  (More if you have children)  It is always amazing how much clarity comes with the passing of time.  There is an old saying that hindsight is 20/20 vision.  Maybe we should just wait a bit longer. 

9. Get some advice. Seek the counsel of someone you both respect, and someone who has an interest in your life.  

Proverbs 15:22 Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.

Proverbs 20:18 Make plans by seeking advice; if you wage war, obtain guidance.

Another person may give you a perspective you never had before.  

10. Pray about it. Here is a great promise from God.  

Jeremiah 33: 2  "This is what the LORD says, he who made the earth, the LORD who formed it and established it--the LORD is his name: 3 'Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.'

Lets face it, there are some things we just do not know.  There are situations we do not have answers for.  But we have access to the most powerful resource in existence, God.  

James 1:5  If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.
Pray for any big decisions coming up.  

