Dividing Line

Luke 18:27 And he (Jesus) said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.
What makes God, God, and us …not God?  What is it about God that so distinguishes Him from us?  What is the dividing factor between humanity and God, what is the dividing line between divinity and humanity?  Don’t look at me like it is such a silly question.  The question would not need to be asked  if so many people were not walking around like they were some kind of junior deity.  People either act like they are their own god or completely disregard the True God, or worse, debase him, so I think it is a legitimate question, what makes Him God and us…us?   There is a clear line of demarcation, a dividing line and on one side of that line is God and on the other side is us.  

Some people say that it is because God is eternal while we are temporal, and right now that is true.  But it will not always be true.  

I Corinthians 15:51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed--52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.  53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.  54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory."

That is not the dividing line

Some say that the difference is that God is omniscient, all knowing and we are not.  And again, right now that is true, but it will not always be so.  The Bible teaches in I Corinthians 13 that in the blessed day when we inhabit eternity we will understand all mysteries, and know even as we are known. 

That is not the dividing line. 

I am not going to get all into a long theological dissertation and break down every attribute and aspect of God.  Let me just tell you that the difference between God and humanity can be boiled down to one word.  There is one clear line that separates God from man.  The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.  You can sum up the difference between God and man in one word.  Ability.  There are things that are impossible for humans.  But your Bible teaches you in three different places in the NT (Matthew 19:26 / Mark 10:27 / Luke 18:27) that with God all things are possible.  It says in Luke 1:37 that not only are all things possible, but for God nothing is impossible.  This is the big difference, the dividing line, and this separates us.  Our ability is limited, His is not. 

Impossible With Men
An account of the text I read to you appears in all the Gospels.  I chose this one because of the specificity of the language.  Jesus said specifically “the things which are impossible with men” “the things” He said you better understand there is a whole category of things that are impossible for men.   

Macro

Humanity is astounding.   There are few limits to what we can do when we put our formidable minds to work.  As individuals and as a race we have accomplished some astounding things.  

We can move vast amounts of people through the sky at will. 

We can talk to someone on the other side of the globe with a small handheld device. 

We can take an organ from one body and place it in another. 

We are very close to mapping the entire human DNA.

Physicists are working on what is commonly called the Theory Of Everything that purports to give us incredible new understanding of our universe.  

We are close to miracle cures for some of the planets’ deadliest diseases.    

We have subdued, conquered, and dominated our world.  There is no part of it where we fear to walk.  

Yet with all of that we there are some things we just cannot do.  I don’t even have to get into an exhaustive list.  

We cannot find and sustain peace.
We cannot give life.

We cannot stop death. 

We cannot control nature. 

We cannot stop violence and evil. 

We cannot end pain. 

We cannot save a soul.  

Micro

This difference between God and man becomes even clearer when we move from thinking about humanity as a whole to thinking about ourselves as individuals.  It is easy for me to be impressed with the ability of the human race.  I don’t impress myself nearly as much.  I am separated from God by a whole lot of issues, ability is chief among them.  There is a whole category of things that are impossible for me.  Christ specified “the things”.  There is much in my life I can assure you belong in that category.  

And the same is true for you. 

I don’t care how strong you are physically you cannot sustain worlds by your word alone.  I know there are some smart people around here but as smart as you are you cannot run a universe or fix a broken heart.  I know you have some incredible abilities, I will acknowledge that, but there is a point for everyone of us where things become impossible.  Would you agree?  

There is a line you reach where you cannot produce a solution. 

There is a line you get to where you cannot take another step. 

There is a line where you do not know what to do or how to do it. 

There is a line where your strength runs out. 

There is a line where you there is nothing more you can do. 

That is what separates you from God.  The point of impossibility for you is the line of demarcation from God.   That is the dividing line that distinguishes Him from us.  The point where things get impossible is where the line is that divides us from God. Let me talk about that line a bit…

The Dividing Line
It is not simply a line of demarcation.  It is where human ability stops.   There are three things you have to know about this line, the dividing line between God and man. 

1. We cannot cross into God’s territory. 
We are trying, as a race and as individuals.  We are trying to produce life.  We are trying to achieve God things like fulfillment, meaning, purpose, and peace outside of God, on our own.  We fail every time.  We cannot cross that line into God territory.  

2. God will not cross into our territory.
3. Every encounter between God and man takes place at that line. .  
<paint line>

On that side is God’s territory.  That is where everything that is impossible for us resides.  On this side is our territory.  

Anything miraculous happens on the God side of the line.   Nothing miraculous or supernatural will ever happen over there,   With men this is possible, but with God.

Get this straight, God is not coming over there to help you with what you can do.  God expects you to handle your stuff on your side of the line. 

But once you have done everything you can possibly do in your situation you will have arrived at the line, and that line is where every encounter between God and man takes place.  It is not until you get to that line that you ever see the miraculous manifestation of God. 

Moses parting Red Sea.

When you have gone as far as you can go, and done all you can do, you are then standing at the line where God takes over.  
This is why Moses can say with such confidence, stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.  Why, because he had arrived at the line.   Your job is to get your situation to the line, to the end of your ability and resource, then watch God do his thing. 

David & Goliath.

Can gather rocks.

Can twirl it around my head.  

God doesn’t expect you to do what you cannot do.  (Sauls Armor) (Will not put on you more than you are able to bear…but with every temptation…)

David can throw a rock…then somewhere in it’s trajectory, somewhere in flight it crossed a line and God said, ok, I got it from here…
Sometimes God’s expectation is that you go to the end of your resources…
Woman with issue of blood. 
It was not until she came to the end of finances, end of strength, end of herself…

She reaches out a tremulous hand, with her vision fading, reaching to touch a line…

And touches the divide between her and God and the miraculous takes place. 
If we confess our sin…(Our side of the line) He is faithful and just to forgive us…  (His side…)

Repent…you can do that.   Be baptized…we can make that happen…  You shall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghost…. (He does that)

Our only job is to get our situation to the line. 

When you have done all you can do to stand…stand…
