Confronting Calvary – Part One
Last week we talked about the fact that there is only one place where you a can see and understand the love of God.  Perception is seeing and understanding.  There is only one place this happens in regard to the love of God.  

I John 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: 

The only place to fully perceive, see and understand the depth of God’s love, the strength of His commitment to us, the absolute passion He feels toward us is at Calvary where Jesus died for us.  That is why it is imperative that every spiritual life confront Calvary in all of its cruelty, pain, and suffering.  That is where true commitment is shown and made.  We are going to closely study the events of Christ’s final day.  We are going to know intimately the details of His suffering.  But before we get to that I want to lay a scriptural foundation so that you will understand three things:

1. Why Did Christ Have To Die?

2. What Does It Have To Do With Me?

3. How Does His Death On Calvary Affect Me?

The answer to these questions starts with a question. How can a sinful man be right with God? This is man's age-old longing, how can I know God, how can I be forgiven by God, how can I be right with God...it is that very question that has spawned religion. Every religion is in every sense an attempt to answer that question, to solve the cry of the heart of man to appease whatever deity he may believe in, under whose authority he feels himself and under whose judgment he is afraid. How can I be right with God? Is God a righteous, holy, just God? And if indeed He is, then how can I appease Him? How can I satisfy His requirement for holiness, perfection, justice and righteousness and be right with Him?  When we answer this question we will have answered these other questions. 

Why Did Christ Have To Die?
The plan for Christ to die as a sacrifice for sin is older than time itself. 

Hebrews 4:3 The works were finished from the foundation of the world.
Matthew 25:34 The kingdom was prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

Hebrews 9:26 Christ has suffered since the foundation of the world. 

Revelation 13:8 The lamb was slain from the foundation of the world. 

Not only was that plan set in motion, but God made sure that it was prophesied, it was foretold (forecast) so that when it happened nobody could write it off as anything other than a divinely appointed occurrence.  The death of Christ was a carefully planned and orchestrated event.  

1 Peter 1:18-20 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake.

One of the strongest proofs of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ is the fact of prophecy. There are prophecies that are recorded and predicted hundreds of years before Christ was born. (specific)

His being betrayed by a friend 
Psalms 41:9; 55:12-14 

· Fulfilled 
John 13:18,21 

His disciples forsaking him 
Zechariah 13:7 

· Fulfilled 
Matthew 26:31,56 

His being sold for thirty pieces silver * 

Zechariah 11:12 

· Fulfilled 
Matthew 26:15 

His price being given for the potter’s field 
Zechariah 11:13 

· Fulfilled 
Matthew 27:7 

The intensity of his sufferings 
Psalms 22:14,15 

· Fulfilled 
Luke 22:42,44 

His sufferings being for others 
Isaiah 53:4-6,12; Daniel 9:26 

· Fulfilled 
Matthew 20:28 

His patience and silence under suffering 
Isaiah 53:7 

· Fulfilled 
Matthew 26:63; 27:12-14 

His being smitten on the cheek *

 Micah 5:1 

· Fulfilled 
Matthew 27:30 

His visage being marred 
Isaiah 52:14; 53:3 

· Fulfilled 
John 19:5 

His being spit on and scourged *
Isaiah 50:6 

· Fulfilled 
Mark 14:65; John 19:1 


His hands and feet being nailed to the cross 
Psalms 22:16 

· Fulfilled 
John 19:18; 20:25 

His being forsaken by God 
Psalms 22:1 

· Fulfilled 
Matthew 27:46 

His being mocked 
Psalms 22:7,8 

· Fulfilled 
Matthew 27:39-44 

Gall and vinegar being given him to drink *
Psalms 69:21 

· Fulfilled 
Matthew 27:34 

His garments being parted and gambled for
Psalms 22:18 

· Fulfilled 
Matthew 27:35 

His being numbered with the transgressors 
Isaiah 53:12 

· Fulfilled 
Mark 15:28 

His intercession for His murderers 
Isaiah 53:12 

· Fulfilled 
Luke 23:34 

His Death 
Isaiah 53:12 

· Fulfilled 
Matthew 27:50 

That a bone of him should not be broken *
Exodus 12:46; Psalms 34:20 

· Fulfilled 
John 19:33,36 

His being pierced 
Zechariah 12:10 

· Fulfilled 
John 19:34,37 



Let me read to you from Psalm 22, and as I do I want you to close your eyes and just think of Jesus' death. 

Psalm 22:14-18 14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. 15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. 16 Dogs have surrounded me; 
a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced] my hands and my feet. 17 I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. 
18 They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.

Now you can open your eyes. David wrote those words nine hundred and fifty years before Jesus was born. It was written hundreds of years before crucifixion had been invented. They didn't start crucifying people until after David had written those words. God was at work.  God had a plan.  

Isaiah 53:5, 7
He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities, the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

This is exactly the scenario that played out in Pilate’s hall, in the court of the Sanhedrin, and in the streets of Jerusalem.  This was a plan a long time coming.  You get a sense of the importance of the crucifixion in the simple fact that God planned and orchestrated it so carefully for such a long time.  But why?   

Since the plan is from the beginning, lets start there. Remember, all religion is man’s attempt to connect with God.  This is not accident.  It is what we are meant to do.  

God Walkers
God created a perfect world.  On this perfect world He planted a beautiful garden paradise.  In Paradise He placed a man.  There are all kinds of theories as to why God created man.  For free will worship, yet He already had the angels.  For servants/slaves, yet why make a creature with free will. The third chapter of Genesis will give you a clue as to why He placed man there.  

Genesis 3:8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day.

The connotation of this passage is that this was God’s custom.  To come here and walk with the man and the woman.  To talk to and with them.  Man’s primary purpose on earth was fellowship, communion with God.  He was created to hang out with God.  Why would God make a buddy?

How long was God alone?  He has always existed.  How much of that existence was without a friend?  Have you ever considered the loneliness of God?  So God made a man to walk with, hang out with, be with, share with, commune with.  That is what God wanted and He placed that same desire in the heart of man.  That is why we keep inventing religions, trying to re-establish that connection.  And if you think it is important for us, consider how important it is for God. 

Genesis 5:22 And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: 23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: 24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 

After man failed to walk with Him, and we are going to study that failure, the next time God found a man walking with Him He took Him.   The lesson of Genesis 3 and 5 is that we are meant to be God walkers.  That is our primary purpose, to walk with God.  It is God’s desire for us and it is the deepest longing of every heart.  To walk with God, have fellowship with God, hang out with God, friendship with God.  That is the primary purpose of your life and all other purpose flows out of that.  

In the beginning we were connected to God.  We were God walkers.  As such we possessed three priceless elements.  

· We had His image. 

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 

· We had His blessing. 

Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them

· We had God’s Spirit. (Compare Ecclesiastes 12:7) 

Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 

These are the marks of God walkers, they resemble God (Christ) they are blessed of God, and they are full of God’s spirit.  This is what man was in the beginning.  He walked with God.  God walked with Him.  And then, devastation, man sinned.  

Sin the Separator
I have been seeing lately that the History Channel is running a series called the Barbarians Are Coming.  The Barbarians had great names. Atilla the Hun.  Eric the Cruel.  My favorite from childhood was a fictional barbarian.  Conan the Babarian.  If we think of sin as an entity sin’s name would be Sin the Separator.  Because that is what sin accomplished, it separated God and man.  God lost His friend, man was separated from God.  

· What is sin?

· Lawlessness

1 John 3:4 "Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness." 

· Sin is a refusal to live according to the law of God.  It is a willful violation of God’s expressed will and law. (There is a law…)

· To fall short.  This is a literal translation of the word.  There is a God expectation of our life and when we fall short of that expectation it is sin. (That is why part of the core purpose of Redemption Church is to push you to your destiny and purpose) 

· Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. 

· Failure to do the good you know you should do.

James 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

How does it separate us from God?

God is so holy, so pure, He cannot be touched by sin.  It is fire and ice.  God cannot abide anything less than perfection.  It is a violation of His nature.  He is not being cruel.  (Tactile revulsion).

Leviticus 22:3 Say unto them, Whosoever he be of all your seed among your generations, that goeth unto the holy things, which the children of Israel hallow unto the LORD, having his uncleanness upon him, that soul shall be cut off from my presence: I am the LORD. 

God does not mess around with sin.  It is a violation of His nature.  God reacts to sin the way you react when grit hits your eye.  

And man sinned. 

Genesis2:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.  6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.  9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.  16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.  17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 

20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; F23 because she was the mother of all living.  21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them. 

22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: 23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 

Man violated the law of God.  Notice that even though the man blamed the woman and the woman blamed the serpent God held everyone responsible for their own actions?  Sin is no ones fault except the one that commits it.  

Also, unfortunately for all of us.  In addition to being lawlessness, coming up short, and a failure to do good sin is also something else.  It is something like a genetic defect.  

Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

When sine entered through Adams choice (don’t think your choices don’t matter) Man was no longer able to be a God walker, god’s holiness was violated by mans sinfulness, and death and suffering became a reality for humanity.  Thankfully God had a plan.  From the foundation of the world, before Adam ever sinned, God had a plan to rescue us.  We are going to explore that plan and that exploration will lead us to the cross.  But I want you to leave this session knowing this.  

You were created to be a God walker, to have communion with God. 

Sin The Separator came into the world through Adams violation of law to destroy your ability to be a God Walker.  To make you so repugnant that you cannot get close to God. 

There is a plan whereby you can be walk with God.  It is so important to God that you walk with Him that before He created the world He made sure there was a plan in place so that should sin enter, man could still walk with God. 

