Slip
Hebrews 2: 1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.
Some languages are generous, ascribing multiple words to any given subject.   The English language is a bit stingy, in that it does the reverse and forces similar words to employee multiple meanings.  So it is it with this little word, slip.   

We understand what it is to slip on icy wet pavement. 

We understand what it is for a soapy dish to slip from our fingers.  

But there is another permutation of this word, slip, that I want to talk to you about.  It is used in sailing and in engineering.  

A ships engineer knows how much power is being put to the enormous propeller that drives a ship, he knows how much thrust that propeller should be producing, based on how much power is going into it.  So when he runs that engine at a certain speed he knows how far that ship should go in a certain period of time.  

Power in determines power out. 

Power out determines distance covered. 

If he runs the engines for 8 hours at a certain speed he would expect to cover a pretty exact amount of distance, if they come up short they say slip has occurred. 

Based on how much power was put in, we expected a certain amount of power out, based on that expectation we should have covered a certain amount of distance, we didn’t, slip. 

In engineering, any time there is an input of power, there is an expected output that is commensurate.  That is what the efficiency rating on your appliances are all about. 

Based on X amount of power going into your ac Y amount of cold air ought to be coming out.  If it is not slip is occurring. 

Do you understand?

Slip occurs when the power output, based on the power input, is less than expected.  
Or let me put it another way…

The difference between actual output and expected output = Slip
Now let us move to the text. 

You ought to pay more earnest heed to the things which we have heard.  

What you have heard is incredibly powerful.

It will not return void. 

It is sharp, and powerful. Hebrews 4:12
It can be a lamp to your feet, a light to your path. 

The word which we have received framed the worlds. Hebrews 11:3

It can keep you from the effects of sin. Psalm 119:11
I don’t have time to outline from scripture how powerful the Word of God which we have received is in a life.  

It is an incredible input of power.  But the Apostle says we need to be careful, because it is possible for all of that power to be input, and yet when we measure the expected output, we can find there has…been…slip.  

God can speak to a darkened, chaotic universe, and command, Let there be light… and the output is perfectly calibrated in response to the input of the power of Gods word.  The power of the Word pours into the void and the dark and the chaos, and the output of light, order, and creation erupts in a blinding moment.  

Yet that same God can speak that same word into a heart, that same word that moved matter, and ordered constellations and galaxies, and harnessed solar energy, and dictated the boundaries of seas, and sparked life in a million different manifestations, that God can speak that word into a human life, and we can let that word…slip…and the output which should be so spectacular, is so weak. 

Slip occurs when the power output, based on the power input, is less than expected.  
The difference between actual output and expected output = Slip
Look at what that word has accomplished around you, look at what it has accomplished in you.  Has there been some slip?  
The writer gets frustrated with some of these people who had chronic slip, and wrote this to them.  
Hebrews 5: 12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God;
Based on what has been input into you, we should be seeing X amount of output from you, but we are still having to pour fuel down you.   There comes a moment in your growth that what is coming from you is more important than what is going in you.  

How come we judge the effectiveness of ministry by how much the recipients GET instead of by how much they produce?  I sweat bullets every Sunday worrying a blister on my brain, hoping you get fed, hoping you are blessed, hoping you like what were serving up this week enough to come back next week.  When the real question should be, after all of this input, who is now strong, who is now teaching, who is now worshipping, who is now being productive in the kingdom of God?

We know Gods capacity to produce.  We know what has been poured into you.  There is an expectation of progress.  There is an expectation of productivity.  

There has been input of Word and Spirit for X number of years.  There should be X amount of output.   This is where you should be on your journey.  

Why does it take them 40 years to get from Egypt to Canaan when it is at best a 120 day march?   

Was there not enough provision?  They had the wealth of Egypt.
Was there not enough power?  Red Sea anyone?

Was there not enough direction?  Pillar of fire/cloud.
There was input into Israel EVERYTHING they needed to be in Canaan, living in a new house in 6 months, instead, 40 years later they are waiting for that last old guy to die, because they let it slip.  

Where should you be in God, in life, in the kingdom, based on what has been input in you thus far? 

Let me point out a couple things to you.

Anytime in scripture there is an input of power, there is an EXPECTED output.   

The focus of scripture is ALWAYS on the expected output, not the input.  

My beloved had a vineyard….expected that it would produce sweet grapes, and became furious when it produced wild grapes. 

The parable of the talents is all about what the master EXPECTED each man to produce based on what had been given him.

Luke 13:6 Then Jesus used this illustration: "A man planted a fig tree in his garden and came again and again to see if there was any fruit on it, but he was always disappointed. 7 Finally, he said to his gardener, 'I've waited three years, and there hasn't been a single fig! Cut it down. It's taking up space we can use for something else.'
What we get the most excited about in church is the input.  Church is good when the preaching is good, when we are getting a prophetic word that is getting us all jacked up, when blessing is flowing.  We measure how good church is by what is input into us.    We measure the effectiveness of Christianity how blessed we are, by what is input into us.  When the whole emphasis in scripture is what the output should be.  

Who gets excited about fuel?  We just want the car to go? The success of the voyage is not measured in how many thousand horse power was pumped into the screw, it is measured in how far we got the ship to travel.  But I am afraid the only thing we get excited about in church is how high we can rev the engine…

You shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you…
Greater is He that is in you…

You will be blessed above all men…

You want to get a church fired up, get someone excited, start preaching about the input.   But that is not the focus of scripture.
Where should you be, based on what has been input into you?  How much slip has occurred?  
You shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you…so you can be witnesses of me.

Greater is He that is in you…so that you can overcome the world.

You will be blessed above all men…so that in you all men will be blessed. 

Whatever you have been blessed with, whatever has been put in you, there is an expected output from your life that is commensurate with it.   The calibration of your spiritual life it to be so refined that there is no slip.  

Unto whom much is given…much is required. Luke 12:48
Based on how much preaching and teaching has been poured into you, where should you be right now?   Ninevah got an 8 word sermon and the whole city repented and changed.  How many sermons does it take for you to commit?  Jesus spoke ten words and men walked away from a life to follow him.  How many times do you have to be persuaded to not quit.   How much slip have you allowed?

How much have you been blessed?   How much have you been forgiven for?  Are you aware that every time blessing is input into your life there is an expectation of an output of worship and praise unto God?   How many times has He rescued you?  How many times has He lifted your head?  Is the output of worship unto God commensurate with the blessing that has poured into you?   Or has there been slip.  

Psalm 96:8 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name…
Based on what came into your being when you got saved… You shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you…   The light that shined in darkness hath shined in our heart in the face of Jesus Christ…  Where should you be in God right now?  

Based on the outpourings of the Spirit in this church, where should it be NOW?  
When there is slip we always find a reason.  

It is the church, it is the ministry of the church, it is a lack of teaching, the youth pastor failed my kids…etc.

I Corinthians 10:1  Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat; 4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with many of them God was not well pleased:
They had the same spiritual experience. 

They had the same spiritual conversion. 

They had the same spiritual sustenance.  

Some of them arrived in Canaan, some died in the sand of the desert.  Same input, different output.   How is it people have been side by side in a church for ten years and some are not even the same person they were, others are still struggling with the same old issues.  Slip.

Unto us was the Gospel preached, as well as unto them, but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.  Hebrews 4:2
There was nothing wrong with the input, it was what they did with it that caused it to fail.  
You have been preached to enough to be what God wants you to be.

You have been empowered enough to DO what God wants you to do.

You have been blessed enough that worship should never be an effort.

II Peter 1:3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
The problem is slip….   And it is not a problem you can afford.  

I Peter 4:18 Righteous scarcely be saved…

The people clinging to every shred coming at them, living this thing as hard as they can will barely slide through.   Can you seriously afford to let a sermon slip?  An altar service slip?   An opportunity to worship slip?

Give more earnest heed…Giving all diligence…earnestly contend for the faith…strive to enter in and the straight gate…
But even doing all we can do, there is still slip.  Anytime there is a transfer of power there is slip.  I have seen parents do everything right and their kids turn out rotten.  It happens to all of us.  It happens in every church. 
And God knows about slip.  So watch this…

Slip occurs when the power output, based on the power input, is less than expected.  
The difference between actual output and expected output = Slip
Psalm 18: 32 It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect. 33 He maketh my feet like hinds' feet, and setteth me upon my high places. 34 He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms. 35 Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy gentleness  hath made me great. 
What is all of that?   INPUT.  Power in.  And isn’t it awesome?  And God expects there to be OUTPUT.

36 Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, so that my feet will not slip.
God blesses, but knows about slip, so to make sure you get to where He needs you to be, He will ENLARGE YOUR STEPS, He will bless you even more, to account for, offset the SLIP.  

This is why He does Exceedingly abundantly more…   

This is why His grace is from everlasting to everlasting…

This is why His love is everlasting…

Why so much abundance?  Because of SLIP.  So today, we stand here, and to a person we can say based on what has been given me I should be so much further on my journey.  Everyone of us having let things slip.  But there is a God, with all He has blessed us with, ready to bless us more.  This is how you deal with slip, MORE.    
