First Church of the Anonymous Donkey
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Today is “Palm Sunday”.  This is the launch of what is called the Holy Week in the Christian High Church calendar.   I typically don’t look to an ecclesiastical or liturgical calendar to dictate my preaching schedule.  But as I re-read the story of Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem I found myself drawn to one of the characters in the story.  Before I get to that, let me fill you in on the broad details of what is happening. 
Jesus’ popularity has surged.  His disciples are overwhelmed with excitement, hope, and passion.  He is about to enter Jerusalem and they believe this will precipitate the immediate launch of His kingdom.  The crowds had gathered and it is during this entry that His jealous, fearful enemies huddled and watched the gathering crowds and said, “The whole world has gone after Him…”
As He rides into Jerusalem on a donkey the crowds cheer, shout, and cry out their praises.  At one point the praise is so boisterous that the priests and Pharisees demanded that He silence His disciples.  The crowd was throwing their garments onto the path for His donkey to walk on, and they were stripping palm branches and scattering them in His path. This was treatment usually reserved for a conquering general or king.  <I wonder what would happen if we gave Jesus that kind of entrance?  <Hence this is called Palm Sunday> This day starts the events that will lead to His crucifixion.  But in all of the excitement and pageantry of this day, my attention was drawn to a figure in the drama that is both central to it and peripheral to it.  As a matter of fact, as far as singling out individual characters in the story Mark only singles out Jesus, and, this….other…character.  
Mark 11:2. And saith unto them, Go your way into the village over against you: and as soon as ye be entered into it, ye shall find a colt…

This “colt” is actually a donkey colt.  Not the colt of a thoroughbred horse.  This little donkey is pretty fascinating because he figures enormously in the events of the day, and yet is as inconsequential as can be.  A small, donkey that has never been ridden is a central figure in the story, but small donkeys are not hard to come by and for the most part ignored.  So this small donkey is at once enormously important and enormously common and ordinary.  
What makes the donkey significant is not his pedigree.  He is a donkey.  It is not his vast wealth of experience.  No one has ever ridden him.  It was not that he was bred for a noble purpose like Roman war horses.  He was a donkey.  It is not that he is enormously rare and valuable.  No one even tried to stop them from taking him.  No, what sets this little donkey apart from the thousands of other around that day is what he will carry on his back.  He will carry, not a king, but the king of kings.   Not a lord, but the Lord of lords. The reason he is written about and read about for 2000 years is because on that day he carried Jesus to the waiting masses.  
Will you indulge me while I preach about this little donkey here for a few moments?  Just a few observations.  The story got to me because in the reading I saw a few things…

Releasing the Deliverer
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him.
I recognize I am not able to take Jesus everywhere.  Sometimes our mission is not taking Jesus to a certain place, but in the process of going our way we will encounter the one who will take Jesus where we can never take Him.  In the process of your obedience to Jesus go your way you are going to encounter somebody, your path, your way is going to bring you right to someone who, when they are loosed, will be able to deliver Jesus to the masses you cannot reach.  

Go your way, and in your way you will find this bound beast of burden.  
When you find him them they will not look capable of delivering Jesus to their generation.
When you find them they will not look like they can carry truth to their world.

When you find them they will be innocuous, forgettable, ordinary, and pedestrian. 

When you find them there will probably be nothing to distinguish them from anyone around them.

When you find them they will be bound and tied. 
Let me preach to the church just a little bit.  You may not be destined to deliver Jesus to a generation.  You may never carry Him to the masses.  Your role in getting Jesus into the heart of a generation may be this…  Finding and recognizing and loosing the one who will carry Jesus to their generation.  

No one would have guess that the big, crude, impetuous fisherman was anything more than a big, crude, impetuous fisherman.  No one would have imagined that he would preach to thousands, deliver the inaugural sermon of the church, and be it’s founding apostle.  But Jesus walks by, and sees Peter bound by ignorance, bigotry, prejudice, and an out of control temper.  But sees beyond all of that, Follow me… I will make you something great.  

There is a reason you walk where you walk, live where you live.  Encounter the people you encounter in your way.  It is because at some point you will walk into someone’s world who is destined to be the one to deliver Jesus to their world.  You are called to recognize and loose the Jesus delivery system of a generation.  Oh by they way.  Not only will they appear mundane and ordinary.  So you need to learn to see beyond the surface of people.  They will also be bound.  

Isaiah 10:27 declares that there is an anointing that will destroy that bondage.  You need to walk in it. 
You need to quit coming to church just for you.  You need to walk in here week after week, not to be empowered to deal with your own trouble.  You need to walk in here to be empowered so that when, during the course of your week, you encounter the one who can carry Jesus to their generation, you are empowered to LOOSE THEM.  

Learn to recognize…

A Jesus delivery system.  <In the age of terrorism we all know more about bombs than we want to.  A bomb is only as effective as the delivery system that gets it to it’s target.>

There are places I can never go.  There are segments of society I can never penetrate.  You may never walk into the boardrooms of Fortune 500 companies in this city.  But that bound business man you see in Starbucks every day, you work out beside in the health club.  He can carry Jesus where you never can.  He just needs someone to recognize his true destiny.  You may never carry Jesus into a high school, but that kid you write off as a hopeless rebellious thug can carry Jesus where you can never go.  LOOSE HIM.  There are ethnic segments of our culture where I cannot carry Jesus.  But some bound someone is waiting on me to bring deliverance to their life so that they can carry Jesus where I cannot. 
Your job is not to bring Jesus to a generation it is to be obedient, recognize the delivery system when you see it, see beyond their bondage, and walk in a powerful enough anointing to loose them when you find them bound.

But it just looks like an anonymous donkey.  Well welcome to the first church of the anonymous donkey.  That is what this thing is all about.  
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: 
The church didn’t get stuck with what no one else wanted.  GOD CHOSE ALL OF US ANONYMOUS LITTLE DONKEYS. 

God chose us in our 
Prepare to be questioned…
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the colt?
Just be prepared for this.  You start messing with that donkey and someone is going to show up to question you.  Don’t get me wrong. They don’t care about you taking the donkey.  It is just one more anonymous donkey left bound and abandoned.  They are not going to try and stop you.  They are just incredulous that you are wasting your time messing with that donkey.  

Don’t you understand that they booted him out of grade school, high school, the Army, and all fifteen jobs?  Why are you messing around with him? 

Don’t you understand there is a reason someone left her here unattended and tied up?  She has been useless for life, failing in life, as long as anyone has ever known her.   Why are you wasting your time trying to loose her?  
Don’t you understand why that young man was left bound here?  He is a ticking time bomb.  It is just a matter of time until he destroys everything.  Why are you doing that? 

The answer is pretty simple.  It is not going to make sense.  But it is simple.  It is not going to make sense to the person questioning.  It is not going to make sense to the bound beast of burden.  Most of the time it may not make any sense to you.  But here it is…

The Lord hath need of him…

Left up to me I wouldn’t waste my time.  I understand they look beyond redemption and hope.  It doesn’t make sense to me…  All I can guess is the Lord believes they can carry Jesus where no one else can.  

Some of you need to tell it to your own kid.  I have given up hope on you.  I had decided you are what you are and that is all there is to it.   

But the Lord hath need of you…
The drug addict…

But the Lord hath need of him…

She has not been a moral person since she was 12…You don’t know what your messing with…

But the Lord hath need of him…

All they are about is the money.  All they care about is what they can get out of life.  They are materialistic to the core.  There is no shred of God…

But the Lord hath need of him…
We don’t evangelize to grow the church.  We don’t evangelize to increase the tithe base.  We don’t evangelize to get ever bigger buildings.  We bring the Gospel, deliverance, and direction to people because the Lord needs them to carry Jesus to their generation and to carry Jesus where we cannot go. 
Again, no one tried to stop them.  They were just puzzled at why they would be messing with the anonymous donkey. They didn’t care about the donkey.  We live in an age where no one really cares about people. 
No one cares about the elderly, except as a political tool.
Minority leaders seemingly care about their people as a means to power and influence. 

Parents care more about their career than they do about their kids. 

We have an entire generation that cares more about stuff than they do people. 

But there is a God that cares, and values, and has a purpose and adestiny beyond what they can dream.  And all the little anonymous donkeys need a church to come and loose them and tell the world.  You may not care.  But the Lord hath need of him…

If we will go after the people no one wants.  God will give us the people everybody wants.  We are the first church of the anonymous donkey. 

How much more was the donkey worth after he carried the king?

Why a donkey?
Why not a thoroughbred?  Why not a white stallion with a flowing mane?   Why a little donkey?  

See, He really doesn’t need a parade.  When Jesus gets ready to make a big entrance the Bible says that Gabriel is going to rip open the Eastern horizon, place one foot on the land and the other on the sea.  There will be a trumpet blast that fills the whole earth.  Then the arch angels will cry out and the King will enter, shining like ten thousand suns, and with Him will come His angelic army and ten thousands of His saints.  But that is in the future.  Right now the goal is just to get Jesus to a generation.   So right now we just need a beast of burden that knows how to carry a load.  
Now do you see why the Lord needs them?  Why He picked you?

You have never been anything but a beast of burden.  

When you were a child you were already carrying your parents load.  You were weighted down with all the junk they saddled you with. 

You got married to a messed up person and started carrying their load.  

Then your kids came along and dumped the weight of their bad decisions on you, and now you carry their load. 

Life seems to have picked you as the repository for every bit of detritus that no one else would carry. 

You have carried the criticism and cruelty of people your whole life.
You have staggered under the burden of injustice. 

You have been weighted down by bad decisions and a life time of harvesting the results of them.  

The Lord says, I need me a beast of burden that can carry me…

Come unto me all ye that are heavy laden.  I will give you rest.  Then take my burden.  Compared to what you have been carrying….it is so light...  

Where you carried bitterness now you get to carry joy.
Where you carried despair you will now carry hope.

Where you carried bondage you will now carry deliverance. 

Where you carried wounds you will now carry healing. 

Where you carried the weight of sorrow you will now carry the joy of salvation. 
Where you carried sin you will now carry Jesus. 

How nice would it be to show up to your next family reunion and instead of carrying the weight of years of conflict, show up carrying Jesus?

How nice would it be to walk into your friend’s home carrying what will bring hope and light to their world?
And when you do…
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You know the anonymous little donkey is doing his job.  Carrying Jesus to a generation when start to see people throwing what they have been wrapped up in at the feet of Jesus…

We have not got there yet because some of you are still too wrapped up…
Wrapped up in your job.
Wrapped up in your golf game.

Wrapped up in your lust. 

Wrapped up in your greed. 

But there is something about the entrance of Jesus on the back of that anonymous donkey.  You know he was bound. You know how insignificant he is.  You know he is anonymous little donkey.  You know he has never been anything but a beast of burden.  But look what he carries now…
