Making Room For The Holy…Making Room For Hope
Proverbs 13:12 Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.

When you spend your life hoping for something that never comes; it eats your heart out.  This is Solomon’s considered conclusion about hope that does not come true.   The longer you have to wait, the more your heart is affected by the fact that your hope has not come to pass.  

The single person that waits and waits for the one true love that never comes can become cynical, acerbic, heartsick.
Despair can set in when you hope for a healing that never takes place.  Doubt and frustration become your constant companions when the relief you long for from your pain never arrives.
How many angry men are in the world today because what they hoped for out of life, the influence, the fulfillment, the satisfaction, the reward they had hoped for has failed to materialize. <present here today> 

When your hope does not come to pass it affects your heart and fills it with all kinds of things like anger, bitterness, frustration, resentment, and despair.
But when what you have hoped for arrives… It is not even the fact that the thing you hoped for has shown up, but longing for something with all your being and seeing it come to pass has a multiplying affect.  That moment when your hoped for dream comes to pass becomes a tree of life.  Something you return to again and again.  So if you can figure out a way to make your hope come to pass…

Women who are longing for a child of their own, and do so for a long time, perfectly illustrate what I am saying… I Samuel tells the story of the great prophet Samuel, and it starts with his mother longing and yearning for a child.  Month after month, months leading into years, her hope was deferred until she got heart disease…
I Samuel 1:10 Hannah…in bitterness of soul…
But then her prayer was answered…and the worship song in 1 Samuel 2:1-10 is one of the greatest worship songs in scripture…

Hope deferred gives you heart disease…when it comes to pass it is a tree of life. 

There is another story in scripture, another barren woman,  that outlines this principle…  But it does more than illustrate the facts of Proverbs 13:12…in this passage is the formula for causing deferred hope to come to pass. 
2 Kings 4:8 And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread.
9 And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us continually.10 Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither. 11 And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the chamber, and lay there.12 And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her, she stood before him. 13 And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? And she answered, I dwell among mine own people.  14 And he said, What then is to be done for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no child, and her husband is old. 15 And he said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the door. 16 And he said, About this season, according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid.
17 And the women conceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha had said unto her, according to the time of life.
This was a great woman. She was accomplished and able.  And one day the great prophet of God, Elisha, passed by her house. She insisted that he come in and receive of her hospitality.  And apparently her hospitality was so impressive that it became a regular thing.  Every time Elisha came by her house he would stop by…  And as she came to know him something happens…
Vs. 9 I perceive that this is an holy man of God

The first step in making hope come to pass is perceiving that which is  holy.  
James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights…
Anything worth hoping for is going to come from God.  Anything worth desiring only flows out of Him, so you must learn to perceive what is a holy thing from God.  The reason a lot of people don’t get what they hope for is they have a perception problem.  
They don’t perceive that what is a continual presence in their life is actually a thing from God that can cause their hope to come to pass.  
They don’t perceive that what they are brushing shoulders with is the holy, God thing, that can be the well out of which every God dream for their life can flow.  

The first step in seeing what you hope for become reality is in perceiving the Holy things that come into your life.  But too many people have a God perception problem.  They don’t recognize God things in their life.  
Hebrews 13:2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares
Luke 19: 41 And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, 42 Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. 43 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, 44 And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.
We have long besmirched the inn keeper who said there is no room in the inn. Mary was forced to scream the savior into this world in a cattle trough.

Yet I am certain that he did not know that the destitute young couple just outside his door were carrying the most holy thing this world had ever known.  If he could have just perceived…
We have long distained the soldiers who savagely killed the lord of glory on the tree. Yet Jesus recognized that there problem was that they simply did not perceive who was on the cross. “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

1 Corinthians 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:

8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
How much would be different if people just perceived what was holy around them? 

How many marriages would be so different if people perceived God in their spouse?
How much stronger would you know the church to be if we perceived God in each other? <RIFF?>

It would be so much easier for some to be ministered to if they could perceive the anointing in people they so easily write off.  It is not that there is not anointed, God ordained ministry available to them.  They just have a perception problem. 

There are those that sit in this house that are sick in their heart.  You are struggling with anger, bitterness, hurt, disappointment, depression, all the diseases of a sick heart.  I am here to tell you one of the reasons your hope is deferred is because you have a perception problem and you don’t perceive the holy things of God that are around you. 
This is not just a group of people…this is the church of the living God. 

These are not just talks.  This is prophetic utterance and life.

This is not just music.  This is worship that is the habitation of God. 

This is not just a loose collective hanging out.  This is His body. 

This altar is not just religious tradition. It is an audience with God. 
It is high time some of you had the same experience that this lady did.  THIS IS A HOLY THING FROM GOD.  You need to wake up like Jacob did and declare, “This is the house of God and I didn’t even know it…”

When you lack perception about God, you also lack perception about yourself.  

Revelation 3:17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: 18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.
When you don’t ever perceive God anywhere in anyone or anything.  And when you think you are the greatest thing ever, and everyone else needs to get their act together except you…you have a perception problem.  And you need to turn to God and seek what you need from Him.  

But the lady of our text.  She perceived that this was a Holy man from God.  But it is not her perception alone that causes her hope to come to pass. 

Vs. 10 Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither.
When she perceived the holy she built a room for it… She decided to make some room for him in her life. So she went to her husband and added to his honey do list.
They made a little chamber for the man of God.
They made room in their home, lives, budget, and schedule for what they perceived was HOLY. 
The first step in making hope come to pass is perceiving that which is  holy.  

The second step in making hope come to pass is building room for the holy thing you have perceived.
She carved out room where there was none.  She spent money on furnishing that could have been spent on other things.  She spent time preparing a place for God’s man to come to.  
When you perceive something as being holy you make room for it in your life.   You make room, you don’t find room.  You make time, you don’t squeeze God in.  If you really perceive something as being of God you need to carve, make, build, prepare room in your life, in your schedule, in your budget, room in your family life, room in your home.  Is it of God?  Then make room for it in your life.

The first problem that can keep your hope from coming to pass is a perception problem.  The second problem is a priority problem. 

The innkeepers biggest problem is that his inn was already full. Probably not full of murderers and rapist.  Just not the messiah…

Romans 1:21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 24 God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:26 God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;
All of the perversion of Romans 1 is because they perceived God and did not want to make room for Him in their life. 
1 Thessalonians 5:21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

When you perceive that it is good, fight for it. Hold on to it. Make room for it.  
If your marriage is ordained of God.  FIGHT FOR IT.

If God put a call on your life.  CLING TO IT.

It you believe this church is good thing and God thing.  LOCK ONTO IT.
This Shunamite saw something divine and built her home around it.  She built the room on the wall, where he passed by.  She made it is as convenient as possible for the God thing she wanted in her life to enter into her life.  Too many are like the church in Revelation, God knocking, trying to get in.   People and preachers are burning up the airwaves trying to figure out how to get want they want from GOD without changing any of the values in their life. It is really sickening to watch.
When all God wants is for us to bring HIM into our homes, our schedules, our lives, our budgets, our plans, our dreams… If Jesus is not in your budget, he is not in your life.  If He is not in your daily schedule He is not in your life.  If He is not the priority, if His kingdom is not the priority, then you have not fully perceived Him yet. 
Now when you perceive the holy, and you prioritize for the holy then the payoff comes.  
Vs. 16  And he said, About this season, according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son.

When you and I take time and effort and make room for the HOLY things in our lives, good things will happen.  

This Shunamite woman was given things that she did not even have faith for. Simply because she perceived something HOLY and made room for it in her life. 
She received something she wasn’t even thinking about. You might say it was exceeding, abundantly above all she was asking or thinking.
WHY DON’T YOU BUILD IN YOUR LIFE ROOM FOR THE HOLY THINGS YOU HAVE ALL AROUND YOU.
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The greatest things done for the Lord are not the things the pastor comes up and asks you to do. 

It is when someone recognizes something Holy when they see it and then incorporating it into their lives and schedules and budgets.  

People take for granted that the Church will always be there.
The church is here only because some people have made room in there lives for it.
