MASQUERADE—1

HIDING FROM GOD
Holy Craig, Happy Craig, Successful Craig

First Masquerade
For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. Gen 2:24
no shame: buwsh (boosh); to be ashamed; to be disappointed, to be confused, to become dry.

Not ashamed. Not disappointed. Not confused. Not relationally dry. Absent of everything that separates.

No shame… No games… No masks
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Serpent tempted… She gave some to her husband
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. Gen 3:7

1) Hiding from God.

2) Hiding from yourself… hypocrisy is tough to see in the mirror.

3) Materially—financial fakers.

4) Hiding your hurt.

5) Hiding your addictions.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jesus was hardest on hypocrites

hypocrite: hupokrites (hoop-ok-ree-tace'); an actor playing a role, someone wearing a mask to misrepresent reality.

Why? Naked? Youth Camp

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SATAN’S SHAME GAME

· You experience something deeply painful or sinful.

· You connect what happened with who you are.

· You believe the only way to be safe is to hide. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. Gen 3:8
Really funny—isn’t it…Funny Craig
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
9 But the Lord God called to the man, "Where are you?" 10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." Gen 3:9-10

I was afraid because I was naked so I hid.
Pastor’s mystique…Holy Craig
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WHERE ARE YOU WITH GOD?

Close, intimate. Word is a priority. Care about what he cares about. Heart breaks for the lost. Serving passionately in his church. Trusting him in your finances. Person of deep and committed prayer.

Pretending. In church today. Ignored God all week.

Call it what it is. You’re spiritually posing.

Jesus and hypocrites

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Feel bad about what you did… Fake it.

Mad at you God. Disappointed. Confused. 

Don’t believe in God…

Busy
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Talk about it with the person next to you.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Here is where I am…

The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. Gen 3:21
Only covering… clothed with Christ

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Opener: 

Yea, I’m a Christian. Everything is great right now. I’m really involved in my church. I love reading the Bible. I pray all the time. It’s really an honor to be a Christian leader. I praise God for the way He is using me to make a difference in this world!

The truth is, I’ve kind of been faking it. I made a pretty big mistake and feel like I really let God down. I haven’t opened my bible in months. My prayer life is virtually non-existent. I try not to think about it, but when I’m honest… I’d have to admit that I’m really far from God right now.

2nd Video
· You experience something deeply painful or sinful.

When we got married, I was sure it would last forever. I NEVER thought I’d end up divorced. (Woman)

When I lost my job, my whole world starting falling a part. I’ve always paid all my bills. I can’t believe I had to file for bankruptcy. (Man)

My step dad molested me when I was a little girl. I don’t know if I’ll ever get over it. (Woman)
· You connect what happened with who you are.

I hate that I’m divorced. I couldn’t hold it together. I let everyone down. I’m just not good enough for anyone. 

How can I face anyone after filing bankruptcy? I’m such a failure.

They say I didn’t do anything wrong, but why did it happen to me? I just feel so dirty. It feels like it was my fault. 

· You believe the only way to be safe is to hide. 

Hold up masks

I keep myself busy and try not to think about it. Most people think I’m doing okay… They have no idea I’m falling apart.
I put on a smile and pretend like everything is okay. Even my wife doesn’t know I’ve thought about ending it all.
I go out and have a good time and pretend like I’m fine. No one knows that inside I’ll always be afraid and ashamed. 
