The Comeback
**Comebacks Video
<The Comeback>
Everyone loves a good comeback.
My name is Chris Fluitt, I’m the lead Pastor here at Redemption and I want to welcome you on this Easter Afternoon Service. Thank you for being with us.

There are a few <elements> of a good comeback story…
· Humble Beginnings

· Insurmountable Odds
· Improbable Outcome
Jesus Christ is the greatest comeback story ever.   Perhaps you know the story…  <HE HAD HUMBLE BEGINNIGS>
He was born in a Manger… An animal feeding trough…

His mother, Mary came up pregnant while she was still engaged to be married. Her virtue was called into question.

His Father Joseph was a carpenter…  


  Scholars such as Gerhard Lenski, whose forte is in the subject of Sociology in Religion,  Reports that the Upper class was made up of a small group of people… The Ruler and the Governors, Priests, Retainers, and Merchants.

There was no such thing as a middle class.  There was a large gulf between the Upper class and the Lower class…  which was made up of peasants, artisans, fishermen, tax collectors and at the bottom of this group were the expendables like beggars, outlaws, prostitutes, day labourers and slaves.

Carpenters were considered Artisans.  Jesus Christ was born into a lower class family.  He would continue the work of His father Joseph, becoming a carpenter Himself.
Jesus went to His hometown of Nazareth.  He was there to do Miracles and share the Word…  but this is how they responded…
Mark 6:3 (NIV) Isn't this the carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren't his sisters here with us?" And they took offense at him.
He was judged and deemed unworthy because of His social economic status. 

He was doing amazing Miracles outside of Nazareth, but inside His hometown he was being belittled.  They couldn’t see him beyond a low class carpenter.

Almost Ironically… Outside of Nazareth He was judged for being from Nazareth…

John 1:45-46 (NIV) Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 

"Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?"…
<He had Humble Beginnings> 

<He had Insurmountable Odds>
Jesus was a Rabbi/Teacher.  Anyone who wanted to become a spiritual leader in Israel needed to sit under a spiritual leader themselves.  Strangely we have no record of Jesus having a Rabbi Himself.  
Here is the way to become a Rabbi…


Bet Sefer 

At the ages of six through twelve, Jewish children began their formal education. Both boys and girls attended synagogue school and learned to read and write. The textbook was the Torah  and the goal was not just to read but to memorize the sacred text.
Bet Midrash 

Boys - from age 13 to 15 - who were deemed worthy to continue their educational pursuits went on to study (and memorize) the entire Tanach (Old Testament), as well as learning the family trade.
Bet Talmud 

Only the best of the best were able to pursue the final educational leg.  This was the longest in duration; it went from the age of 15 to 30. To participate, he must be invited by a Rabbi and, if selected, he would begin a process of grooming that would lead to the potential of becoming a Rabbi at age 30. They would literally follow in the dust of their rabbi - desiring to emulate him in all of his mannerisms. They would eat the same food in exactly the same way as their rabbi. They would go to sleep and awake the same way as their rabbi and, more importantly, they would learn to study Torah and understand God the exact same way as their rabbi.

Boys would study from 6 to 30 to become a Rabbi.  We have no info on how Jesus became a Rabbi.  All we know is that he started his ministry at the age of 30…  He was the Best Rabbi ever… but we have no earthly understanding of how.
Every Rabbi needs Disciples… But He had no disciples seeking Him out… So were would He go to find His disciples?  Would he go seek out boys who just finished the midrash at 15 years old?  Would they have memorized the entire old testament?
No… Perhaps you know this story… He went to the sea shore and chose mostly fishermen…  He walks up to them and says “Follow Me”
This is a lot like our favorite sports movies where a coach takes a bunch of rag tag, cast offs and makes them a team…  Bad News Bears anyone?

You can be sure the Pharisees where having a big laugh that this Jesus guy was a self proclaimed rabbi with rejects as his students…  How could a group like this possibly succeed… ?
There are times where this Jesus has no money…  So he pulls a coin out of a fishes mouth…
There are times where they don’t have enough food to eat… so he works a miracle and they feed 5000 people with bread and fish.

Jesus has enemies.  These enemies have strong political power.  The Religious Pharisees plot to kill Him.  If these guys want you dead you are going to die.  They infiltrate the 12 disciples and pay Judas to turn over Jesus to them.
They take Jesus in the dead of night and all his 12 disciples run away.  Jesus is now stands alone to face trial…

Except it’s not really a trial… It’s a set up.  The people that bribe Judas and arrest Jesus serve as Council, Judge, & Jury. They’ve already made up their mind before the trial begins…  What a surprise they find Jesus guilty.

His insurmountable odds escalated when Pilate turns Jesus over to be put to death. Jesus was going to be Crucified.  The cruelest form of death.
Jesus was flogged…

John 19:1 (NIV) Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.
Not a lot is said about this in the Gospels…  

1 Peter 2:24 …by his wounds you have been healed.(NIV)   The Greek word for wound – Molops – A bloody wound…
It was a harsh Beating. Jewish Law limits the whip strikes to 39… But these where Roman soldiers… They viewed Jews with eyes of disgust. They had a chance to punish the KING OF THE JEWS and they surely did not hold back.
The usual instrument was a short whip (flagellum) with several single or braided leather thongs of variable lengths, in which small iron balls or sharp pieces of sheep bones were tied at intervals.  
For scourging, the man was stripped of his clothing, and his hands were tied to an upright post (Fig 2). 11 The back, buttocks, and legs were flogged either by two soldiers (lictors) or by one who alternated positions. The severity of the scourging depended on the disposition of the lictors and was intended to weaken the victim to a state just short of collapse or death. 8 After the scourging, the soldiers often taunted their victim.
And Taunt Him they did… they put a purple robe on him, jammed a crown of thorns on his head, Struck Him on the head with a staff… all the while mocking Him, spitting on Him and calling Him names.
From there he carried the Cross to Golgotha/Calvary..  He carried it as far as he could before His weary body collapsed in the street that was lined with people laughing, mocking, spitting…

Upon Calvary they Pierced His hands/wrists and feet with large spikes. 5-7 Inches long, with a square shaft almost half an inch across.  After the nailing they placed a sign above Him – King of the Jews.
There is much more to be said about the Cross… But I think you understand – It was Excruciating or in Latin… excruciatus – Translated “OUT OF THE CROSS”

Jesus who had faced so many setbacks now breathed his last breath on the Cross. They took His body and buried it in a tomb and rolled a Giant stone to block the entrance.
<He had Insurmountable Odds>
But perhaps you know of His <Improbable Outcome>
Mark 16:2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb(NIV)
Mark 16:4 …when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.(NIV)
Mark 16:5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed.(NIV)
Mark 16:6 "Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here...
Everybody loves a Comeback story.  Jesus Christ is Risen from the Dead!

He overcame every obstacle that stood in His way…  
Revelation 1:18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.(NIV)

Hosea 13:14 "I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. Where, O death, are your plagues? Where, O grave, is your destruction? "I will have no compassion,(NIV)
Jesus Christ is not only alive but He has conquered Death, Hell, & the grave.

Everyone loves a comeback story.

This Jesus is resurrected from the dead and He goes and reveals Himself to His disciples… There are even historical accounts of Him revealing himself to those that where crucifying Him… He ascends into Heaven!  What a great comeback story. 

BUT IT’S NOT JUST JESUS’ COMEBACK STORY.  It is also <Your Comeback> Story!
Is there anyone here today that needs a great comeback in your life?  
Romans 8:11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.(NIV)
Are you afraid of Death?  Are you afraid of losing out in this world?  You don’t have to be afraid of Death any longer.  Because Jesus is Your Comeback Story.  
You have access to His Holy Spirit and if that same Spirit is living in you… you will rise just like Christ.

I’m telling you that one day you may die but because of Jesus… your story doesn’t end there. Do you understand how crazy amazing that is?

I would do ANYTHING to save my family from death!  ANYTHING!  What about you?  The trouble is… how can we save our family from death…?

WELL if I lead my family to Christ… I don’t have to save them from Death.  Jesus Christ ALREADY HAS SAVED THEM!

In fact, you don’t have to wait for your pulse to stop for Him to bring you back to life…
Colossians 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above…
YOU HAVE BEEN RAISED WITH CHRIST…  Your Comeback starts Now!

Your New Life Starts now!  Your freedom from shame and sin starts NOW!  Your new heart starts now.  Your Hope starts now!  Your ability to forgive and love starts now!  Your courage and boldness starts now!  Your Healing starts now!  Your Peace starts now.  The Person you always hoped and dreamed you could be starts now.
YOU HAVE BEEN RAISED WITH CHRIST!

Anybody want to make a comeback?  Jesus offers you a comeback.  Do you believe Jesus can bring you back?

LOOK AROUND THE ROOM…

You are sitting in a room with some people destined to die in an addictive drug overdose.  But Jesus offered a comeback.

You are sitting in a room with some people who the doctors said “you’ve got a disease/condition that we don’t know how to fix.”  But Jesus offered a comeback.

You are sitting in a room with some people who they planned to take their life through suicide…  Why are you here today?  It’s because Jesus offers comebacks.

You are sitting in a room with some people who were told growing up they were not worthy of love and were stupid and that they would never measure up.  But what does Jesus have to say!  He loves you!  He thinks you are beautiful!  He offered you a comeback.
You are sitting in a room with some people with people who thought their marriage was over!  It’s not over as long as Jesus is in the room!  You can have a comeback.

Facing financial ruin?  Comeback

Facing confusion about the future?  Comeback

Facing guilt over your past? Comeback

Facing depression? Comeback

1 Corinthians 6:9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders(NIV)

1 Corinthians 6:10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.(NIV)
1 Corinthians 6:11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.(NIV)
Don’t you love a comeback!!!

Jesus’ Comeback isn’t finished yet!

MUSICIAN

<He will Comeback>
Acts 1:11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."(NIV)
It’s your best comeback!!

Acts 3:21 (NIV) He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.
Have you been trying to make a comeback and failing?  I have…


When Jesus comes back it will be a time where we all make a comeback.  God will restore everything!  He has started that redemptive work in my heart and life…  But when Jesus comes back we will be completely restored and redeemed.  Jesus Christ is really the hope for everything.
Yes Jesus will return.  He wants you to be ready to meet Him.  This is why He went to the Cross…
Are you ready for Jesus to Comeback?  Maybe you aren’t sure… We want you to be sure…
There are 2 eternities.  One in Heaven and one in Hell.  Jesus wants you in heave.  I want you in heaven. We want you in heaven.  Do you know for certain that if you died today… you would be with Jesus in Heaven.  Do you know that the same spirit that raised Christ from the dead is dwelling in you?
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