The Collective
***BUMPER VIDEO – Dirk wins game 2 of the 2011 NBA Finals

An exciting moment… A defining moment for Dirk Nowitski

When you think of Legendary NBA Careers you think of moments like this… Time clicking down with the ball in their hands – they shoot they score the crowd goes wild…

Did you know…?

The least efficient play is Isolation, one on one offense
The most efficient play in the NBA involves the entire team. Curl passes, pick and rolls, give and go…

The most celebrated play is one on one… In the clutch
Collective Energy - We are better together
So it is with the church…

Ekklesia – Community of Called out Ones    
1 Peter 2:9  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.


Ek Kaleo
Church = Ekklesia

Not a building – but a collective

We are better together

Machine Gears

1 Corinthians 3:9 (KJV)
9For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.
The Collective Power
Jesus and his 12 Disciples

Your bible doesn’t record a Jesus miracle until after he has selected a collective

Before long not only was Jesus doing miracles – But so were his Followers 

Even Judas did miracles

Jesus sent his disciples out in 2s – Never alone

When we are connected to Christ there is power!

John 15:5-8

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
Not a numbers Game – Gideon

Deuteronomy 32:30 – 1 can chase 1000 and 2 can put 10,000 to flight when the Lord is delivering them up!
Not additional – But Exponential
The power to change the world

When you work in the collective – the smallest works become big
Acts 6 Kids

Matthew 18:19-20 (AMP)
I tell you, if two of you on earth agree (harmonize together, make a symphony together) about whatever [anything and [g]everything] they may ask, it will come to pass and be done for them by My Father in heaven.

    20For wherever two or three are gathered (drawn together as My followers) in (into) My name, there I AM in the midst of them.
The Church is Important!  

You are a city set on a hill!  You are the salt of the earth!

Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)

24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Ambasadors 

We are his Epistles read of all men

Built upon the Prophets and Apostles – Jesus Christ chief cornerstone

The Collective Reward

Matthew 10:41
41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.”
Redemption is part of a world wide collective.
Russia, Haiti

Tabernacle of Praise

Feed the hungry 

1 Corinthians 3:6-8 (NIV)

6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor.
Some plant, Some water, but only God makes it grow!   Don’t get frustrated…
No matter what work we do – we will all be REWARDED 
The parable of the Talents -

Matthew 25:23

His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’
If you work in this collective you will be rewarded!
It gets difficult sometime…

Galatians 6:9

 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 

Let US  - can I talk to US


Keep working – There is only one thing that can keep you from your reward  
Galatians 6:10

10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.
Are you taking advantage of your opportunities?

** Sara Coiner Video

The Collective Care

Mourn with those that mourn
Rejoice with those that rejoice

The world will know we are disciples when they see our love for each other.
Dorcas (Tabitha) Acts 9
A believer in Joppa – Always doing kind things and helping the poor and others

She died and everyone mourned
Peter comes and prays – She lives again – Everyone rejoices
Is any sick?  Call on the elders.
The Prophet Elijah had an amazing conversation with God in 1 Kings 19 (NKJV)

“What are you doing here, Elijah?”
14 And he said, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God of hosts; because the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life.”
Elijah wasn’t upset over all that he had been through… the tests and trials

Elijah was upset because he thought he was alone…  He thought all was lost
God’s reply…  18 Yet I have reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed to Baal…
You are not alone
TOGETHER WITH
1 Corinthians 3:9 (KJV)

9For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.
Are you in the collective?

Movements that fall short…

KONY 2012 – Cover the night

Occupy Wallstreet

Do you really want to change your world?

Stop Playing Isolation – Join the Collective

Our identity isn’t a church building – Jesus is our identity
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