Christmas Battlefield #1 (War and the Prince of Peace)
<PEACE ON EARTH BUMPER>

Luke 2:14 (NIV) “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
This was the praise that came from the Angels.  They revealed the birth of the Messiah to the shepherds and proclaimed this birth would bring Glory to God and Peace on earth to men.

It’s interesting that the birth of Christ would bring peace… The entire backdrop of the Bible is WAR.
A war between good and evil, light and darkness.

In the Garden of Eden God created a Holy world.  It was without sin, it was good, it was set apart for God’s purpose. There was no death, disease, murder, or hate in this world.

Then God handed over the keys to mankind…
Genesis 1:26 (NIV)
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
“Let them rule”  The Hebrew word “Radah” to have dominion and rule.   To tread upon with your feet – as in a winery vat.  Who calls the shots in a winepress?  The grape or the winepresser? The winepresser, the one who treads calls the shots. God created this world and then let mankind call the shots…   
If God ever made a mistake… this would be it right…  God didn’t make a mistake… but if there was ever an area I would 2nd guess Him…
What did we do with this rule & dominion?  We let someone else call the shots.
Man had dominion and rule but fumbled it away.  We came into agreement with satan.  We loosed sin into a Holy world… This world is no longer set apart for God’s purpose.   It’s no wonder Adam and Eve were hiding in the garden.  How sad a picture… They were given dominion to tread upon this world but now were hiding and ashamed. They were no longer calling the shots..
Satan now has dominion.   That’s why Satan is referred to as the god of this world.  
2 Corinthians 4:4

Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe… 
<WAR>
If someone from another Kingdom walks illegally into a different Kingdom to subvert the authority and rule of that kingdom… that is an act of war.  This is what Satan did in the Garden of Eden. 
This is also what God did in a manger in the little town of Bethlehem…   
The story of Christ’s birth is the greatest act of War ever.

We love our sweet nativity scenes and calm heartfelt carols, but I’ve come to tell you Christ came to start a war! 
The Lord of Heaven stepped behind enemy lines.  The Holy One was born on an unholy earth. His purpose was to wrestle the authority and rule back from Satan, Sin, Death, Hell, and the Grave.  He brought the Kingdom of Heaven to Earth.
I know we like to think about the little baby Jesus wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger…  Although that is a picture of Christ’s birth – it is misleading.  He’s not just a baby – He’s a warrior King.  In a Kingdom of Sin He is a weapon of mass destruction.

The birth of Christ is an Act of War!  Christmas is a battlefield.
When we compare the Demonic activity of the Old Testament with the New Testament there is no comparison. 

Satan and His demons aren’t very active in the Old Testament.  I can only come up with 4 instances of demonic activity in the Old Testament.
1. Garden of Eden

2. The story of Job

3. King Saul & the Witch of Endor

4. Daniel in Persia

Satan isn’t very active in the old testament.  Why?  Once Satan had this world under his control he didn’t need to do anything else.  He had infected ever human being with sin, we were all separated from our Creator and destined for hell.  He had won the war in Genesis 3 with simple a simple piece of fruit, an act of disobedience… or so it seemed.
Remember I said that the birth of Jesus was the greatest act of war.
Christ is born. The Holy One is now walking in an unholy world.  The world hasn’t had a glimpse of a Holy Man since the Garden of Eden.  What Satan thought he had eradicated in Genesis 3 was born of a virgin in Bethlehem.

When Jesus is baptized the voice of the Father declares aloud – This is my beloved Son…

It is right after this moment that Satan himself makes an appearance. He hadn’t made an appearance in the biblical account since the story of Job.  He is up to his old tricks… He shows up and tempts Jesus… as he did to Eve…
He tries to get Jesus to agree with him as he did Eve.

Jesus has dominion and Satan wants it. 

This Christmas Season is about 1 thing!  Satan has dominion over ever man and women on the face of the planet… but Jesus shows up… Suddenly there is a man he doesn’t call the shots with… He can’t tread on Jesus…
But Jesus can tread on Satan…    That’s what the 1st prophecy of the Messiah’s birth says…
Genesis 3:15 (NIV)

“he (Jesus) will crush your (Satan’s) head, and you will strike his heel.”
We think that Satan’s head was crushed at Calvary… But it’s more than that.  Every day, every step Christ took in this life, he walked in Dominion over Satan. Every moment he stood in Holiness was a moment he crushed the head of Satan.   There was never a moment… even on the cross… where Christ didn’t call the shots over Satan.
In the New Testament there was much more demonic activity than the old…  It’s because in the Old Testament Satan had Dominion, but in the New Testament he doesn’t.  In the Old there was nothing to war against… in the New… at the Birth of Jesus… there was something to war over.
And do I need to tell you that Jesus wins every time!?

Matthew 21 – Jesus Spoke with Authority…. Everyone could tell

Jesus commans a legion of demon spirits to leave the Demoniac
Jesus rebukes a fever and Peter’s mother in law is healed.
He sternly orders Peace to a storm.

He confronts false religious Pharisees and sets people free from their legalism.

His voice woke the dead.

Even deaf people can hear his voice.

His spit created eyes!

HE IS THE MOST INTERESTING MAN IN THE WORLD

Matthew 28:18 (NIV)
…“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”
His believers – filled with His Spirit – Do just like he did on earth!
<Rambo Jesus>
You like those movies where there is a huge army and one good guy.  Somehow the one good guy slips into the enemy territory and defeats the enemy and rescues everyone that is held captive.  This is what Jesus did.

He was so outnumbered!  It was literally Him against the world.  But he never stopped fighting… He just went further into enemy territory.
The Lord most High stepped down from His Throne

He stepped down from Heaven

He stepped  down into Humanity.  He stepped down into the weakness of being human.

Philippians 2:7 (NIV) but made himself nothing, taking the very nature[b] of a servant, being made in human likeness.
He stepped down into poverty. He stepped down into a life none of us would have chosen for ourself.

He stepped down and served others who would thank him with violence.
He stepped down and was falsely accused.  He was hung alongside thieves and common robbers.

He stepped down into death.

He stepped down into the grave.

He stepped down into Hell.

He wasn’t done… He stole the keys…

He still wasn’t done…

In Hell He preached to those imprisoned within Hell!!
1 Peter 3:18-19

18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison
Jesus has some fight in Him.  He is willing to step down into any fight you have going on in your life!!!
DON’T GIVE UP THE FIGHT!!   Don’t give up on…  Marriage, Dreams, your calling and ministry, this church!!

Jesus is willing to start a war on your behalf!!  He is willing to go into the middle of your hell!
Merry Christmas!!!

<The Predictable Enemy>

Every time God sends a deliver to rescue His people the enemy will always do the same thing.
God sends a deliverer named Moses to rescue Captive Israel.  The Enemy starts destroying innocent young children.
God sends His son Jesus to rescue those held captive by sin. The Enemy starts destroying innocent young babies.

In the book of Revelation 12, the vision foretells of a time of deliverance.  There is a woman who is ready to give birth… The enemy, a huge red dragon is perched ready to devour the innocent child as soon as it is born.

It’s predictable what the enemy will do when deliverance is coming.
<In the season of deliverance the enemy will seek to destroy the Innocent> 

This Christmas Season is the season of deliverance.  It is a season where even the non-Christian secular world will recognize the incarnation.  
 What the world doesn’t realize is that this is not just a time we remember the time the deliverer came…  It’s should be a time we remember that the Deliverer is still with us!   Jesus said…
Matthew 28:20 (NIV)
“And surely I am with you always, to the very end…”
The Deliverer is still here!  We are in the Season of the Deliverer, not just in December, but all year long.
<In the season of deliverance the enemy will seek to destroy the Innocent> 
So we want to take this Christmas Battlefield sermon series to talk about what the enemy is trying to destroy in the season of the deliverer.
The Enemy is seeking to Destroy Peace in this season.
I now I spent this entire sermon talking about the Act of War that is the incarnation… I want to talk to you about Peace. 

God is at war, but He isn’t at war with you. 
Our Scripture memory verse, Isaiah 9:6, declares the savior to be a “Prince of Peace.”
Luke 2:14 (NIV) “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men”

This season should be full of Peace. His birth means Glory to God and Peace to Men.  But few people are finding Peace.
Our Intro video showed real world examples of conversations that are taking place right now. People are looking for peace and not finding it, even though Peace is available to them. They wonder where they will find the peace they need. Are you looking for Peace today?   I believe that peace is found in Jesus
MUSICIAN
The word Peace means – Exempt from the Havoc of War.

The Enemy wants to draw you into a war… He always has…

Christ wants to draw you into his peace… He always has…



The Enemy is active… but the Deliverer is near!!
There is a very real war all around us, but we can have peace.

This season is marked with a lot of family unrest…  Christ has Peace for you.

This season has a lot of people worried about money… Christ has Peace for you.

This season reminds many of remorse and regret from their past… Christ has Peace for you.

Let Him bring peace
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