
Afterlife 1 – Rapture Ready 

Oh when the saints go marching in 

Verse 1: 

Oh when the saints go marching in 

Oh when the saints go marching in 

Oh Lord I want to be in that number 

Oh when the saints go marching in 

 

Oh when they march around the throne 

Oh when they march around the throne 

Oh Lord I want to be in that number 

Oh when they march around the throne 

 

There is an afterlife. Everyone thinks about it. Christians and non-
Christians alike have always asked the question..  

What happens after? 

 Mankind has always asked this question. We are all assured of death 
and always wonder what comes next… Mankind has come up with 
many different answers to the question.. 

Some believe in reincarnation. 

Some believe your spirit goes into another plane of existence. 

Even belief systems that don’t believe in a supernatural afterlife are 

focused on a natural afterlife. Take this Biodegradeable Urn 
for example.  Even if you don’t believe your soul or spirit live on you 
might believe that you could live on a source of life to the planet. 

As a Christian What happens after? 
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I am sure you thought of 2 words Heaven & Hell. If you did then this 

sermon series is perfect for you. A major idea of this series is The 
Afterlife is a lot more than just Heaven & Hell. 

This series is not meant to scare us, but to lead us, educate us, and 
give us hope. Over the next few weeks we are going to talk about the 
rapture, the tribulation, the Millennial Kingdom, the judgment seat of 
Christ, the white throne judgment, The 2nd coming of Christ, The 2nd 
resurrection, Heaven, & Hell. 

I want you to be here for every week of this series. Tell others about 

the series.  Also feel free to ask questions on our anonymous 
text line 214 856 0550. 

There is a temptation for Christians to put their head in the sand and 
avoid prophetic teaching about the future. This subject should not 
bring you fear, but instead bring a hope & intensity to your walk with 
Christ.  

 

 

The Afterlife is a lot more than just Heaven & Hell 

Before we dig in I want to give a disclaimer.. 

1. People will disagree with it.  
a. That is ok. 
2. This is one way of interpreting Endtime scripture. It is the way I 

understand it best. 
3. If you have any questions or even disagreements I am happy to talk 

with you about them. 
4. This is not a salvational doctrine. This is interpreting prophecy that is 

in some cases purposely shrouded by God. If we disagree on some 
points here we can still agree on the saving work of Jesus Christ and 
His cross. (and the Church said amen!)  

Over our study we will be building a timeline. There is lot more than 
just heaven or hell on this timeline ahead of us. These things will take 
place in the future; as I am speaking to you now they have not yet 
occurred.  
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The Rapture – What is it? 

The rapture is a teaching where believers will rise from this earth to 
meet Jesus in the air. 

The rapture is an important teaching,  but the word rapture does not 
actually appear in your Bible.  That should give us pause. If it is going 
to be a belief, it should actually be in the Bible right? 

The word Rapture is an Anglicized word that comes from the Latin 
word RAPARE which means "seize", "snatch" or "take away." There is 
a moment prophesied in Scripture when God will RAPARE, seize, take 
away, His people. His followers will be CAUGHT UP. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.(NIV) 

1 Thessalonians 4:17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.(NIV) 

1 Thessalonians 4:18 Therefore encourage each other with these 
words.(NIV) 

Although the word rapture is not written in your English Bible 
translation, the` word “RAPARE” can be found in the Latin Vulgate 
translation… AND MORE IMPORTANTLY,  the doctrine of the Catching 
Away of the Church is found in your Bible. 

There will be a Rapture.  It is the keeping of a promise Jesus made to 
His disciples.. 

John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.(NIV) 

Jesus Himself will come for us! 

Matthew 24:30 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great 
glory.(NIV) 
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Matthew 24:31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, 
and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of 
the heavens to the other.(NIV) 

Jesus coming on the clouds was also prophesied in the Old 
Testament. 

Daniel 7:13 "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was 
one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He 
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.(NIV) 

Daniel 7:14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 
peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his 
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.(NIV) 

Jesus ascended into the clouds and will return in the same way. 

Acts 1:9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, 
and a cloud hid him from their sight.(NIV) 

Acts 1:10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, 
when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.(NIV) 

Acts 1:11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking 
into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven."(NIV) 

The Rapture – What is it? 

The rapture is an event where will rise from this earth to meet Jesus 
in the air.  

 

When is the rapture? 

We long to know when Jesus will return to “Catch Away” His people. 
When will it happen? There are those that have tried to predict the 
day of His coming… they have all been wrong.  

Matthew 24:36 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.(NIV) 
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We can look at the seasons… look at the prophecies and compare it 
to the world to know that His coming is near… but we will never know 
the Day or Hour. Look at the next verse… 

Matthew 24:37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man.(NIV) 

How was it in the days of Noah? 

• Great Wickedness – Continual Evil(Genesis 6:5) 
• Earth full of violence (Genesis 6:11) 

Not only is our message that Jesus is coming… Our message is that He 
comes quickly. 

Revelation 22:12 "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, 
and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.(NIV) 

When is the rapture? 

This is a complicated question.  We don’t know the day or the hour… 
but we can look to signs, seasons, and scriptural prophecy. So we are 
really asking “when is the rapture in relation to the tribulation.” The 
tribulation is an end time event that we will talk about next week. 

The importance of the rapture is not WHEN it happens, but being 
ready for when it happens. 

End time prophecy is shrouded in secrecy. All has not been 
completely revealed.  Why does God do that? 

Because it is not clearly understood every generation of the church 
age has lived thinking that Christ’s return is soon. Some may view this 
as a weakness… This is a part of God’s design. 

God wants a Church that is looking for His return.. and anxious for His 
return.  

 

Who is the Rapture for? 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.(NIV) 
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1 Thessalonians 4:17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.(NIV) 

1 Thessalonians 4:18 Therefore encourage each other with these 
words.(NIV) 

The Rapture is for the dead & the living. 

 

The Rapture is for the bride of Christ – The Church 

Scripture reveals the Church, the people of God, to be the bride of 
Christ. (Eph 5:25-27, 2 Corinthians 11:2, Revelation 19:7-9) 

God uses the Jewish marriage tradition to teach us and point us to the 
rapture. In the Jewish tradition, the groom would go away to prepare 
a place for the married couple to dwell.. The groom’s return would be 
a surprise and the bride would need to be ready for the moment of 
His return. 

Jesus is the groom. The Church is His bride. Church we need to be 
ready for the moment Jesus returns. 

The Rapture is for a prepared bride. 

I am about to share something with you that is not a popular 
doctrine. It won’t take you long to find someone who disagrees. But I 
believe it is important that I share it. 

Many people.. most people believe that all believer’s will be taken at 
the rapture. If that is true, PRAISE GOD… But my heart is burdened at 
the chance of a different outcome. Please keep an open mind to what 
I share and check it with Scripture. 

What if not all believers were raptured? How would you feel if others 
were raptured and you were not? Would you be mad that no one told 
you that could happen? Would you be wondering why you were not 
taken?  

The more I study scripture the more I think this could be possible. 
Because I think it is possible, I think it must be brought to your 
attention. 
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Revelation 19:7 says the THE BRIDE HAS MADE HERSELF READY. 

A bride that is prepared. A bride that has made herself ready for the 
groom.. That is who the rapture is for. 

A teaching of Jesus in Matthew 25 speaks of 5 wise & 5 foolish virgins 
who were waiting for the groom. The foolish virgins ran out of oil for 
their lamps and they ran to buy some but while they were out, the 
groom showed up and took the 5 wise virgins who were prepared for 
his arrival.  Jesus is the groom that will return for wise prepared 
brides. 

The parable of the wise and foolish servant in Matthew 24 echoes this 
message. One servant was not prepared for the master to return, but 
the wise servant was prepared. The master returns and takes the 
prepared servant and brings him deeper into His kingdom.. puts that 
servant in charge of the kingdom.   

Matthew 24:44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man 
will come at an hour when you do not expect him.(NIV) 

We are told repeatedly to KEEP WATCH, to BE READY, to BE 
PREPARED for the coming of the Lord. 

I am afraid that we aren’t doing that. I fear that we think saying a 
sinners prayer is enough. I am certain that we think going to church is 
enough.  WE ARE TO BE WATCHING, WAITING, HOPING, FOR THE 
RETURN OF CHRIST EVERY DAY.   

Honestly.. are we doing that? 

 

Matthew 25:13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the 
day or the hour.(NIV) 

Luke 21:36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to 
escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand 
before the Son of Man."(NIV) 

1 Thessalonians 5:6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, 
but let us be alert and self-controlled.(NIV) 

7 | P a g e  

 



Hebrews 9:28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of 
many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but 
to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.(NIV) 

Revelation 3:3 Remember, therefore, what you have received and 
heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like 
a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.(NIV) 

Revelation 3:10 Since you have kept my command to endure 
patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to 
come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth.(NIV) 

 

Do you want to be in the rapture? 

Do You want to be in the rapture? “Wanting is not enough… The 
foolish virgins wanted the groom, but were not prepared. Whatever it 
takes to be ready when Jesus comes… It is worth it! 

If you aren’t sure what that is then you need to meet one of our 
pastors at the front during altar prayer.   

 

Get the sin out. Repent. 
Be obedient and be baptized. 
Grow your relationship and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

musician 

 

I have given you a lot to think through.. But let me close with 
something simple. Paul makes the rapture, heaven, & being with 
Jesus in the afterlife really simple.  

2 Timothy 4:8 Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me 
on that day--and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for 
his appearing.(NIV) 

There is a rapture reward coming for Paul.. but not to him only. The 
reward is coming to all who.. Long for His appearing. 
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Notice it does not say – All who are perfect. All who are sinless. But all 
who love.. long.. are expecting & waiting for His appearing. 

You can’t fake this. You have to love Jesus. 

The coming of Jesus is ahead of us… but the crown is available… 
when?  The answer is in the first word of the verse.. Now. 
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