Villain 4 Saul the Pharisee
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us something you like about Jesus..
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Week 1 David showed Love & not harm to his villain, King Saul. Week 2 Nehemiah used wisdom when the tribal leaders meant to harm him. Week 3 the Hebrew boys brought integrity to their villain, King Nebuchadnezzar. On this last night we want to talk about Grace for you villain.
Q- What is Grace?  Q- What ISN’T grace? Q- Who are the characters Stephen, Saul, & Ananias? 
Saul the Pharisee was a villain. He stood in direct opposition to 1st century Christians. He played a role in the death of the 1st martyr, Stephen. In Acts 9 we see him doing more. He was imprisoning anyone who followed Christ. He was an enemy… a feared villain. 

Q- In the kingdom of this world, how are villains treated?  Q- In God’s Kingdom, how are villains treated?
Stephen prayed for his enemies as they killed him. Ananias looked at this same villain and called him brother. This is not how the world treats villains. They treated Saul better than he deserved to be treated.  This is Grace. Grace is essentially being treated better than one deserves.  

Q- But what about God? He knocks Saul to the ground and blinds him. Was this turning the other check? Do you think God showed Saul grace as he knocked him to the ground blind? Explain..
Grace doesn’t always feel like grace. In the moment Saul definitely didn’t think he was experiencing God’s grace.. but he was. God was trying to save Saul –better than he deserved. Had God been trying to kill Saul he would have done more than knock him down blind. God was not fighting back against Saul. God was trying to show Saul the pain he was causing others as He knocked him to the ground. God was trying to demonstrate Saul’s spiritual blindness through striking him with physical blindness. 
Q- There are some LIMITED situations where we are called to correct others. Can we think of any of these situations?   (Make sure it is felt that we aren’t called to correct everyone everywhere)
When we have authority over someone we are definitely called to correct. Parenting is an example of this as is Spiritual authority. BUT always proceed cautiously in this area. #1 God is the ultimate and most trustworthy authority. #2 Guard your heart motives. If your motive isn’t love and full of grace then you can’t really bring correction as God would have you.  GOD always brings correction the right way.
Q- Is Jesus saying in Matthew 5 that we should just put up with abuse? Explain what He is saying.
If someone has hurt us, it is human nature to want to hurt them. If they have taken your eye, you seek to take their eye.  This is how we have been taught to deal with villains, but Jesus reveals how God has always treated His villains.  Remember, at times we have been God’s villains. Instead of seeking revenge or recompense, we seek Love & Grace. It doesn’t mean you let anyone and everyone abuse you.. but instead it focuses every outcome on being a child of the Father in Heaven… To love as our Father. Q- Tell us about how the Father treated you while you were playing the role of villain.
Better than beating your enemy is saving your enemy. This happens with Saul because God, Stephen, Ananias, and many others, showed grace. Saul didn’t remain a villain, but became Paul a hero of the faith. He penned these words.. it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God 
Q- {Internal} Who is your villain? Can you show them grace? What does that look like? Have you been focused on revenge instead of focusing on being a child of your Father in Heaven. Take a moment and imagine them being transformed from a villain to a friend.  (Prayer)




Vision: With God’s help, grace can save a villain.. 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Matthew 5:38-45 38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’[a] 39 But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor[b] and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven.
Acts 7:58-60  They drug Stephen out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.
Acts 9:1-6 Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

Acts 9:17-19 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
