Villain 3 King Nebuchadnezzar
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Besides your car… Tell us something you own that would be terrible if it broke…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Villains. It seems harsh to call someone villain or enemy. What we mean by this is that they are someone in opposition to us. The Bible gives us many examples on how to deal with “villains.” Week 1 David showed Love & not harm to his villain, King Saul. Week 2 Nehemiah used wisdom when the tribal leaders meant to 
harm him.  Today we will talk about facing our villains with integrity. Q- What is Integrity?

We usually think of honesty and moral uprightness when we hear the word integrity. That is important, but integrity goes further. Integrity is used in construction. If the building is sound and unchanging in adverse situations then that building has integrity. The building remains intact whether it is facing blue skies, or 75 mile per hour winds; whether it faces an earthquake or is hit with a tsunami wall of water. Integrity is remaining the same regardless of circumstance.
Q-Why do you think sameness regardless of circumstance is important? Q- In what ways are we tempted to compromise?
As if life weren’t hard enough already… These Hebrew boys were in exile… forced to leave their homeland, Israel, and forced to live in Babylon. They did not live in freedom, but captivity. They, with hard work and perseverance gain favor with the King, become leaders. Things were finally looking good. They had built a better life for themselves. But then they were forced to make a choice… To bow in worship to an idol or continue to only worship the God of Israel.
It is easy to have integrity in perfect conditions. It is easy to build buildings that will stand on clear sunny days. It is easy to profess faith when there is money in the bank, you have a job, and food in the fridge.  …But integrity is measured through opposition.  
Q- They could have done the EASY thing or the RIGHT thing. What are some thoughts that go through or mind when we are choosing between EASY and RIGHT?   Q- Where were the other Jews? Daniel 3:7 says every nation and language bowed…   Q- They stood alone. Tell us about a time you had to stand alone?

They stood before King that liked them, that had trusted them and put them in charge. Daniel 3:19 says the King’s attitude CHANGED. He was enraged & furious and was ready to kill them. Q- How did the 3 Hebrew boys, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego respond to their very angry villain? What can we learn from their response?

Even though the King’s attitude changed, their attitude was the same. That is integrity at work. Don’t let a disagreement change you. Don’t let opposition or life threatening circumstance change you. Q- What happened in the furnace? 
God has integrity. He remains the same regardless of the situation. You can trust God in adversity, because He has integrity.  When you are staring in the face of an angry villain, remember that there is a God who is bigger than your villain.  Jesus is the same yesterday, today, & forever.
The Hebrew boys met their villain with integrity. It was the best thing they could have done for their enemy. It revealed a God who saves, to the King.  But showing integrity also benefited the Hebrew boys. The King wisely promoted these men of integrity.
Q- {Internal} Who is your villain? Are you showing integrity towards your villain? Are you doing the EASY thing or the RIGHT thing? Do you understand that God has integrity toward us? Will you stand by God, even if it is in a fiery furnace?  (Prayer)




Vision: With God’s help, integrity can change a villain.. 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Daniel 3:1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits (90 Ft) high and six cubits (9 Ft) wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.
Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you are commanded to do: 5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.”
Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the nations and peoples of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever! …here are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.”

13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”

16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”

26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”

30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
