Village People: Village Life
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  What makes a friend?  Share 1 thing that makes a good friend.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Q- We spent the previous 3 weeks confronting 3 myths that keep us from entering community.  Can you name them?
Now that we have dealt with these myths, I am what I have, I am what others say, and I am what I do – let us look ahead to re-thinking community. 

Q- What is community?  What should it look like? 
Q- What are some differences between the 1st century church and now?  Are there differences in community?
In Acts 2 we read about community. They were devoted to the things of God and too each other.  They were willing to sell what they had to help someone in need. They were together daily, and held everything in common.  The word common is an important word.  It’s the root of the word community.
Q- What does it mean for these believers to have all things in common?

Q- What are some things that keep us from commonality?

It’s important to understand these early believers lived in a different cultural concept.  We live in large cities, while they lived in a village.  Q- How might life be different in a village than a city?

Now the Holy Spirit was doing an amazing work in the lives of these people.  The reason for this outbreak of generosity and love was the Holy Spirit! No question about that. However, the aspects of village life were very helpful in forming community.
Q- How might a village be more connected?

Q- What are some things that might make city life isolated and less connected? 
We call ourselves a connect group. We should connect!  More than just meeting together a few times a week our lives should connect, inter mingle, and have commonality. This does NOT mean we have to hang out every moment of every day or we aren’t Christians… We are not saying that.  We are saying that there should be an effort to live a village life of connection between each other. Q- How do we do this? How do we bring Village life to the City?
The church in Acts 2 cared.  Paul described life in the body of Christ like this.  We rejoice with those that rejoice and mourn with those that mourn. This is a simple way to start living in a village mindset.  Share some ones joy and some ones pain. Far too often “city folk” pass right over the sharing of joy and sorrow. We might offer a half-hearted “oh that’s good” or “I’ll pray for you,” but do we really mean either? Let’s be Village People!  Let’s up our level of care for each other. 
A staggering amount of people are lonely. 1 in 3 people you will meet would describe themselves as lonely in a secret poll. 3 out of 5 people you meet would be embarrassed to admit to you they are lonely. Look around the room. Chances are good that someone in here is lonely.
Internal Q- Are you accessible to others in the body of Christ?  Are you living life isolated? Are you really connected to others? Are you willing to open up your life to others like never before? <Pray>  
Vision: Do life with someone this week.  Open up your life to someone else. There should be an effort to live a village life of connection between each other.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles.44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Ephesians 2:19-22 (NIV)
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Romans 12:15-16 (NIV)
15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another.
