Village People: The Family
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us something about your family growing up…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Q- Excluding God and faith from your answer – What is most important to you?

It’s not surprising that Family would be a common answer here. Family is important and Scripture bears that out.
Pastor and author Tim Keller said “The human heart is an idol factory.” Q- What do you think he means?
Our hearts are really good at taking good things, blessed things, that are meant to be treasured, and sneaking them above where they should be - to a place of idolatry. Idolatry is taking a good thing and making it a God thing – in the end it becomes a bad thing.  Q- Now we believe “Family” is good and blessed, but could it become an idol? Why or why not? 
It’s a controversial statement but here it goes… The traditional American idea of family has become an Idol.  The family is good and blessed but has been lifted too high within our culture. The traditional American family has become self-indulgent. We worship ourselves through materialism and fall into debt to do so. The lifestyle of the family has become unsustainable. We worship our children. It’s become the American way for parents to rush home from an 8 hour workday to run their children to expensive and time consuming extracurricular activities. At the end of the day everyone collapses from exhaustion... Many times there isn’t time or energy for the parents to be husband and wife – they are always mom and dad.  We hold to the American doctrine that our children need to have more and better than we did… so we work harder and charge it on a credit card. 
The village life we talked about last week, that idea of shared community, should also take place in our household. Q- Is village community happening in the American family? Are parents & children living community? Thoughts? Q- Are we actually experiencing community within our home?  
Often families spend time around a dinner table with everyone staring at their phones? Today’s best quality time seems to take place as we all sit in the same room watching a TV screen. Let’s be honest. Our treasured American family could use a dose of community. Q- How do we do that?
Q- What is God’s household?  Ephesians 2 mentioned it. What is it?

The biggest problem with our family household is that we separate it from God’s household. We treat them as 2 households. What if we let our household become God’s household? What if He took our small family unit and placed it in His village of believers? Q- What do you think that would look like? What would that change?
It would enlarge our definition of family. It would enlarge the number of people we care about and do life with. Our stuff would no longer simply be our stuff. We would look to God, the head of our household, to see how we should use what he has given us. We wouldn’t be focused on the notion of the American family… we would be focused on the Kingdom of God. Q- And what happens when we seek 1st the Kingdom of God…?
It would be a shame if we let our families, something that is truly good, separate us from the larger community of Christ. The fact you are here tonight means that you get it! There are so many people that don’t. They relegate village community to an hour and a half on Sunday. They take their family and stand in that community for a little while and then go back to their homes.  Instead, village community life should be flowing through our family… our family should be found within God’s household.

Internal Q- Are you living in God’s Household or simply your own household?  <Pray>  
Vision: We are “being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.” Eph 2:22
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
Ephesians 2:19-22 (NIV)

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles.44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
Matthew 6:31-33 (NIV)

31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
