Village People: Single Life
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about your first crush…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
We’ve been talking about village life, experiencing community in the body of Christ. Last week we discussed community in families. Tonight we are going to discuss a place for singles within the village. 
Q- What are some differences between being married and single?
Q- Is it possible that there would be some strengths and weaknesses to being married or single? Explain..

Q- Have you ever felt excluded from something because of your singleness?

Our culture often assumes that a single person is lacking something. Some will seek to help the single person become complete by playing matchmaker and trying to hook them up.
Q- Anyone have a story about being set up for a date? Tell us about it?  Was it awkward? 

Perhaps we pray for that single person to find that right person. “Dear Lord, heal (Sean Enfield) from his cancer of singleness.” 
We know from last week that marriage is blessed by God.  It is a “good thing” to fall in love and raise a family.  

Q- However, does that mean being single is a bad thing? Why or why not?
Q- Does our culture consider being single a bad thing? Why?
Being single isn’t for everyone, but being single is for everyone at some point in their life. It is a stage that everyone goes through. Perhaps too many people try to speed through that stage of life… which has led to an alarming number of divorces.  There are a lot of good things that can come from your single stage of life.
Q- What do you think Paul meant about staying unmarried in 1 Cor 7:8-9.
Q- What might be some advantages for being Single in Village Community life?
Paul says some things we might find shocking in today’s culture. He recommends not getting married, which seems strange. Marriage is a good thing!  God saw Adam alone in Genesis and said it’s not good for man to be alone. So what is Paul thinking here?  The answer is found in 1 Corinthians 7:32-35. Paul suggests they live in undivided devotion towards God. He doesn’t make a law, as in if you do get married you sin, but rather a suggestion.
If you are single we recommend you live in undivided devotion towards God. We aren’t telling you to stay single – but devote this single stage of life fully to God.  Contrary to cultural opinion, singles aren’t losers!  There is an unwritten rule in society, especially among younger adults, that if you don’t have a boyfriend or girlfriend there is something wrong with you.  Q- What do you think about that? Is that true?
Q- As a Christian how should we respond to society’s view of single life? (1 Corinthians 7:17)
In the village, Singles and Families should be a part of the same Household – God’s Household (Eph 2).  But families and singles very rarely do life together.  Let’s stop that.  We shouldn’t let stages of life separate us from growing in relationship.  Singles – Married folks would love to hang out with you.  Sometimes married couples feel like they are on an island because they have kids or because they might be older – Let’s break through that misconception as well.  Let’s REALLY do life together.

 Internal Q- Do you really believe what 1 Cor 7:17 says? Do you believe that where you are right now is God’s place for you? Do you believe that others in the Household of faith want to do life with you? Are you ready to open your life to others in different stages of life than you? <Pray>  
Vision: God, not your marital status, defines your life.  1 Cor 7:17
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
Ephesians 2:19 (NIV)

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household 
Proverbs 18:22 (NIV)
He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor from the Lord.
Genesis 2:18 (NIV)

The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him."
1 Corinthians 7:3 (NIV)

3 The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband.
1 Corinthians 7:8-9 (NIV) Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them      

to stay unmarried, as I do. 9 But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with passion.
1 Corinthians 7:17 (Message)

And don't be wishing you were someplace else or with someone else. Where you are right now is God's place for you. Live and obey and love and believe right there. God, not your marital status, defines your life.

1 Corinthians 7:32-35 (NIV)

32 I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs —how he can please the Lord. 33 But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world—how he can please his wife— 34 and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the affairs of this world—how she can please her husband. 35 I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.
