Village People: I am what I have Myth (1)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  I was really proud when I first owned… 
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Q- Is Community essential to the Body of Christ? Why?
Community is essential in the body of Christ. We are going to spend the next weeks talking about a village concept of community – but before we discuss the ins and outs of community we will do some myth busting.  We have identified 3 myths that keep us from community. Tonight we are going to talk about the myth: I am what I have.
It feels good to have nice things. We often feel good about ourselves when we have a nice outfit, a nice car, a new tech gadget, or great tickets to the game. Vice versa, when we don’t have nice things we tend to feel unfulfilled, discontent, or plain lousy. If you relate to this you might have developed the thinking that “you are what you have”.
Q- What is bad about saying “I am what I have?”
In this culture saturated with overconsumption and materialism it is easy to get swept away in the lie. We are taught to live beyond our means to obtain an unsustainable lifestyle. We spend more money to make ourselves feel better. Or we work harder and save more so we have an impressive bank account that makes us feel better.  We study to earn degrees thinking they will define us and raise our marketable value to the world. We move from one house to another, always seeking out the bigger and better. The titles and positions aren’t ever enough, so we sacrifice everything to move up the occupational and social latters. We are always trying to arrive…
Q- Do you agree or disagree that our culture is trapped in this way of thinking? Share your thoughts.
Q- Have you ever been caught up in the “I am what I have” myth? Talk about it.

Q- Do you feel like you are always trying to arrive?

The myth of “I am what I have” is at its root self-centered. It destroys our true identity – who God created us to be. The value that God placed upon us – that is the death of His only son Jesus – is greater than any worldly possession. If we choose to define our identity with anything other than Christ we devalue ourselves.
Q- Why do we define our worth and identity by what we have?  

Q- How does the “I am what I have” philosophy lead us to treat others?

You will never truly enter community if you judge others value and identity by what they own. If we see a homeless person and think they have less value than we do we are living by the myth “I am what I have.” The truth is God loves us all equally.  The truth is we came into this world with no material possessions and we will leave this world with no material possessions – but through everything we have God’s love no matter what we own.
Q- Does our scripture passage in Matthew 25 teach us anything about community?

Matthew 25:34-46 is a parable, a short story that teaches through symbolism. The King in the story is God and he rewards some people and punishes some people for their respective actions. The King surprises everyone by saying “I was hungry, I was thirsty, I was a stranger…” The rewarded and the punished responded the same way… “Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger?” He responded “Whatever you did, or did not do, for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Those who entered into community with those who didn’t have were blessed. Those who refused community to those who didn’t have were punished.  Through service to the community they had a chance to truly serve the king.
Internal Q- Have you been judging yourself and others with the “I am what I have” myth? Do you really believe your value is found in Christ? Are you ready to step deeper into community? <Pray>  
Vision: Our value is Christ – not stuff.  Try to value yourself and others like God values you. 
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
Matthew 25:34-46 (NIV)
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’

44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’

45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’

46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. ”
1 Timothy 6:7 (NIV)
For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.
John 3:16 (NIV)
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
