Village People: I am what I do Myth (3)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  You meet someone and they ask “what do you do?”  What do you say?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Community is essential in the body of Christ. We are attacking 3 myths that keep us from community. The Last 2 weeks we confronted the ‘I am what I have’ and ‘I am what others say’ myths. Tonight we are going to talk about the myth: I am what I do.
Q- What’s so bad about defining yourself by what you do?

The things we fill our time with become not so much expressions of who we are, but rather distractions from who we need to become. Q- Can you give us an example of this?  

I go to church every Sunday – that must mean I’m a Christian. I work at a great company – that must mean I’m successful and happy. I give my time and money to help others – that must mean God loves me. I did the laundry and the dishes today – that must mean I’m a good spouse. I’ve done terrible things in the past – that must mean I’m a terrible person.  We must be careful in what we define others and ourselves.
Q- Do you tend to build yourself up or tear yourself down based on things you’ve done? 
“I am what I do” can dehumanize us. When we look at our past successes we feel good about ourselves.  When we look at our past failures we beat ourselves up. Neither of these scenarios is healthy.  This thinking distracts us from the truth – We are Loved.

Q- Why does God love us and why would he save us?  
If when asked this question you tried to think of something you have done to earn God’s love, you are living by the myth “you are what you do.”
Q- Have you ever defined others by what they do? Without naming names, tell us about it.

Q- Have you ever let what you do define who you are?  Tell us about it.
Q- What does 2 Corinthians 10 tell us about boasting in things done?

What we do should flow out of who we are.  Who we are should NOT flow out of what we do. Who we are should be defined by Christ. Religion often misses this point. Within the body of Christ community flourishes, however in religion, community suffers. Q- Why would that be?  {See if they come up with Luke 18 example}
In Luke 18 we see 2 men praying in the temple. The one who is religious felt good about what he had done.  The one who was a tax collector felt bad because of what he had done.  They both were living by the code of “I am what I do” and sadly although they were praying at the same temple they were not in community together. Myths like “I am what I have,” “I am what others say,” and “I am what I do” will always drive us apart.  Although only one of them walked away justified, the truth is that both of them were loved by God.  The same is true for us in this room.  We are all loved by God.   
Internal Q- Have you been judging yourself and others with the “I am what I do” myth? Have you been boasting or beating yourself up over your actions? Are you ready to change? <Pray>  
Vision: What we do should flow out of who we are.  Who we are should NOT flow out of what we do. Who we are should be defined by Christ.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
2 Corinthians 10:15-18 (NIV)
15 Neither do we go beyond our limits by boasting of work done by others.[b] Our hope is that, as your faith continues to grow, our area of activity among you will greatly expand, 16 so that we can preach the gospel in the regions beyond you. For we do not want to boast about work already done in another man’s territory. 17 But, “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.” 18 For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends.
Luke 18:9-12 (NIV)
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about[a] himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
Titus 3:5-6 (NIV) He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior 

