Pride Slide – Enemy God (4 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  What is the worst job you ever had?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  

Over the past three weeks we have been talking about pride. Q-What is pride?  We have also talked about some Biblical characters that all succumbed to Pride.  Q- Who were they and what happened to them? (Saul, Pride in himself caused him to disobey God and he lost everything. Samson, Pride caused him to be captured and lose his life.  Belshazzar’s pride cost him his kingdom).  Tonight we are going to talk about another character that could be destroyed by pride…YOU!
Pride is the enemy of God.  We read in Isaiah 14:12-14 about Satan wanting to ascend to be like God.  This act of pride is a big deal, because it sets the stage for the fall of man.  First, Satan wanted to ascend and be like the most high and then he tempts mankind in the Garden of Eden.  Pride is sin…like the first one… and it separates us from God.  Like all of the Biblical characters that we have discussed, pride has been costly for us.  In the garden mankind was cursed with sin and everything changed.  
Q- Has pride ever manifested itself in your life in a sinful way? Share if you feel comfortable.  Keep in mind Romans 3:23… 

Pride separates us from God.  And God doesn’t like it.  It says in Proverbs 3 that God “mocks the proud mockers, but shows favor to the humble and oppressed,” and reiterates it in James 4:6, stating that “God opposes the proud, but shows favor to the humble.”  By the stories that we have read and the scriptures that we are unpacking tonight, it is not hard to come to the conclusion that pride is a bad thing that can seriously hamper our walk with Christ.  By being prideful and solely self-interested, we take on the qualities of Satan.  It’s not good.  We are all called to be like Jesus and minister to others.  Q- What are some ways that pride can damage our ministry? (Never connecting with God in a real and honest way because of fear of looking foolish.  Avoiding being uncool and talking to others about Christ.  Making mistakes in ministry and not owning up to them, but rather hiding them and your ministry going down).  This is real, dangerous stuff.  We need to stop being prideful!

Q- How can we stop being prideful? (start being humble).  Pride is the enemy of God. He resists the proud, but He gives grace to the humble.  How does an unhealthy, fat person get healthy and slim?  Stop eating copious amounts of fatty foods and start doing healthy things, like exercise.  By doing the exact opposite of being prideful and being humble, we are able to avoid this poisonous sin.  As many things in the Bible as God has to say about pride being bad, he has MORE things to say about humility being good.
 
First off, Jesus modeled humility for us throughout his ministry.  Q- What are some ways Jesus’ ministry was humble?  (Became sin for us, washed feet, friend of sinners).  As Christians, we are to be “like Christ” and in this way, we should practice humility.  The author of this lesson once heard a wealthy, successful pastor state that every good thing that he had ever received in his entire life was directly related to God.  That is an impactful testimony.  We can impact others by giving God the glory when we find ourselves in the spotlight.  We can practice humility by loving others when we are given positions of power over them.  Sometimes when we receive compliments we say “All Glory To God.”  We joke about this by hash-tagging it #ag2G, but it is a sound practice to avoid pride creeping in.  Q- What other ways can we practice humility in our lives?
A life lived with humility honors the Lord.  1 Peter 5:5 tells us to “clothe ourselves with humility.”  
Q- What do you think that means?  
The command to “clothe yourselves” is one Greek word, that means … to tie something on oneself with a knot or bow. It was used to describe a slave putting on an apron over his clothes in order to keep his clothes clean. The Greek word translated as “humility” … literally means “lowliness of mind.” It carries with it the idea of esteeming oneself small and knowing that it is the real estimate of self. Those who have clothed themselves with [humility] will confess their sin as their true condition. – Possessing The Treasure 

So, in clothing ourselves with humility, we are to cover ourselves to protect ourselves from the stain of sin and pride.  An apron is a great metaphor for humility.  An apron is not a fancy or impressive garment, but it can be very useful.  An apron of humility helps to keep the pride out. Pride will ultimately disrupt our lives and rob us of peace.  Humility preserves peace. Pride is a sin that separates us from God.  Humility helps us draw closer to God.  We read that God gives grace to be humble; He also gives wisdom, faith, and holiness. Matthew Henry says, “To be humble, and subject to our reconciled God, will bring greater comfort to the soul than the gratification of pride and ambition.” 
Internal Qs-  Are you willing to give up pride and clothe yourselves in humility?  Can you commit to giving God the glory, even at your own expense?
Vision: A humble life is a life worth living!  Clothe yourselves in humility, be like Jesus, and give God glory!
1. Grow in relationship with God
2. Grow in relationship with each other
3. Grow in number and multiply

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.
Keep all comments appropriate.
We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays here. No gossip!
Last but not least… We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Isaiah 14:12-14 (NKJV)

12 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer,[a] son of the morning!

How you are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations!

13 For you have said in your heart:‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God;

I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north;

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’


Proverbs 3:34 (NIV) He mocks proud mockers, but shows favor to the humble and oppressed 

James 4:6 (NIV) 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the proud, but shows favor to the humble.”

1 Peter 5:5 (NIV) 5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud, but shows favor to the humble.”
Vision: A humble life is a life worth living!  Clothe yourselves in humility, be like Jesus, and give God glory!
