Pride Slide – Pride Blinds You to the Truth (3 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell a surprising fact about yourself.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
In this series we’re discussing how pride can have a negative impact on you and cause things in your life to slide downward and become worse.  Q- What are some things that pride can cause to slide? [Wisdom, authority, status, job, family, health…]

Pride is being overly pleased with our own abilities, accomplishments, or possessions. Several Biblical characters experienced the pride slide.  Q- Who have we talked about in this series so far? [King Saul, Samson]
Tonight we are going to talk about two more kings: Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar.  Both of them were kings of Babylon and both fell victim to the pride slide.  Nebuchadnezzar was the king of Babylon when the Israelites were taken into captivity.  He had reason to be prideful because he was the king of the most powerful nation in the world at that time.  Can someone please read Proverbs 16:18 again?  “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.”
King Nebuchadnezzar is mentioned in the first four chapters of the book of Daniel.  He has a dream that only Daniel can interpret.  He throws Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into the fiery furnace, but they are not burned. Then he has another dream.  He dreams of a giant tree that is cut down to a stump.  Daniel interprets the dream to mean that Nebuchadnezzar will lose his mind and live in the wilderness like an animal for a period of time, until he acknowledges that the God of the Israelites is the Lord of all, then his kingdom will be restored to him.  And so it happens. 
King Belshazzar is Nebuchadnezzar’s successor.  Things were not going as well for Belshazzar as they had for Nebuchadnezzar.  During Nebuchadnezzar’s reign Babylon dominated and was unopposed.  Now with Belshazzar as king, Babylon was under attack from both the Medes and the Persians.  So Belshazzar decides this is a great time to throw a HUGE party.  And while he’s at it, he wants to use the gold and silver implements that were taken from the Jews temple to toast his pagan gods…
Q- Briefly, can someone describe what happens? [Miraculous fingers write on the wall.]
This is where we get the expression “the writing on the wall.”  No one can read what was written. Then the queen remembers Daniel.  Pause here.  Belshazzar didn’t remember Daniel who played an important role in the former king’s reign, but he remembered the gold and silver they took from the temple?!  Q- What does Daniel tell him?
Daniel reminds him of what happened to Nebuchadnezzar.  Then he tells Belshazzar that the writing says that God has examined the king and found him lacking, so God has brought his reign to an end.  Q- Did Belshazzar receive or accept this message?
Belshazzar was blind to what was going on.  He was blinded by pride.  Q- What are some ways that pride can blind us?

Pride can blind us in many ways.  One of the worst is that pride can convince us we’re right despite all evidence to the contrary.  “I’m right; everyone else is wrong.” “I know it looks bad, but I’ve got everything under control.” “It’s not going to happen to me.” We’re under attack from two armies? They can’t touch me; I’m the king of Babylon! Let’s throw a party! 
The last king worshiped the God of the Israelites? He got fooled; I’m too smart. I’ll use the stuff from their Temple for my party.
The finger of God wrote on the wall that my reign is over?  It probably doesn’t mean today.  This will all work out…
Q- Has anyone here been convinced you were right, even though you were wrong?  How did you find out?
Belshazzar should have known what God had already done in Babylon, but his pride caused him to ignore it and forget it.
“That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain.”
Satan uses our pride to blind us to the effects of sin in our life. He tries to convince us that “it isn’t so bad,” “you can handle it,” “it won’t get out of control,” “the negative consequences probably would have happened anyway,” “it’s not your fault.” 
Q- Why is this dangerous? Once we’re blind to the effects, we can become blind to the fact that sinful behavior is sinful.  We can become blind to the fact that it separates us from God.  Ultimately Satan wants us to become blind to our need for God.
Q- What did Jesus mean in John 9:39?  
The pride slide is dangerous.  As it blinds us, it depends on us being convinced that we can see.  Q- How can we escape this trap?  We need to ask God to open our eyes to His truth, especially when it hurts our pride.
Internal Qs- Are there areas in your life where pride has blinded you to the truth? Are you willing to have your eyes opened to the truth? Are you willing to change and get off the pride slide? {Prayer}

Vision: Prov. 16:18 says “Pride goes before destruction,” Identify areas of pride in your life and get off the slide.
1. Grow in relationship with God
2. Grow in relationship with each other
3. Grow in number and multiply

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least… We will invite others to our Connect Group!

PROVERBS 16:18 (NIV) Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.
DANIEL 4:28-31 (NIV) All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?” 31 Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from you.”
DANIEL 4:37 (NIV) Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.

DANIEL 5:1-2 (NIV) King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine with them. 2 While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from them. 

DANIEL 5:22-23 (NIV) “But you, Belshazzar, his son, have not humbled yourself, though you knew all this. 23 Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven. You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your wives and your concubines drank wine from them. You praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand. But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways.
JOHN 9:39-41 (NIV) Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” 40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.”

V Vision: Prov. 16:18 says “Pride goes before destruction,” Identify areas of pride in your life and get off the slide.
