Pride Slide – Enemy Of Truth & Wisdom (1 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  What is something that you are an expert on?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Pride is defined as “a feeling of deep pleasure or satisfaction derived from one's own achievements, the achievements of those with whom one is closely associated, or from qualities or possessions that are widely admired.”  Pride can be a good thing.  When we are proud of our children or our spouses or our accomplishments, it is a GOOD THING.  But, unchecked, pride can be poison to our lives.  Pride that causes us to not consider others, is a pollutant to our soul.  Pride that causes us to not consider God is DANGEROUS.  Q- How can pride manifest dangerously in our lives?
Saul, who we read about in the scriptures was king over Israel.  He was hand selected by God to be the first King of Israel.  That was a relatively glamorous position when you think about it.  On top of that, Saul was described as tall, handsome, and from a well to do family.  He was certainly in a position for pride to creep in to his life. Q- Has anyone ever gotten to be a “star?”  How did that feel? 

As we read in the scriptures, one day, Saul got the word of the Lord through Samuel. God had judged the evil of the Amalekites and was going to use Israel to carry out the judgement. King Saul was supposed to destroy the Amalekites and all of their stuff….even the good stuff.  Just wipe them off of the face of the Earth.  Saul rode into battle and as promised God gave a complete victory. It was a quick battle... but something wasn’t quite right.  Q- What did Saul do wrong? (they kept the animals and the king)  In the big picture, he did something even worse than the physical act of not killing the animals and the king.  Saul trusted in his own way to do things.  He razed the people, but kept the King alive and he kept all of the best animals.  God told him to wipe them out and he didn’t.  He trusted himself and ultimately, became blinded by Pride.

Samuel receives the word of the Lord and realizes, in anger, that the Lord regrets having made Saul the King.  Saul did not do as he was told and therefore, the Lord decided that he would no longer be king.  It was so bad, that when Samuel goes to see Saul, to rebuke him, He can’t find him.  Q- Where was Saul and why?  [Carmel to make a big monument to himself]  Saul is BUSTED.  And, like most people way in the wrong, when Samuel goes to meet him, Saul says “The Lord bless you! I have carried out the Lord’s instructions.”  But……he didn’t.  Samuel can hear the animals that were supposed to be dead.  Q- How does Saul try to cover up his wrongdoing? (says that he is going to sacrifice the animals to God).  

Samuel is not having any of his mess.  Samuel unpacks it for Saul and resists all of his excuses.  Saul trusted Saul.  Saul did what Saul wanted.  Saul fell victim to pride.  Q- Why do you think Saul did not kill the animals or the king?  [Saul says that he was “afraid of the men and so I gave in to them,” in verse 24]  Saul’s pride and desire to…. Q- how did we define pride at the beginning of the lesson? (his desire to have that “feeling of deep pleasure or satisfaction derived from one's own achievements, the achievements of those with whom one is closely associated, or from qualities or possessions that are widely admired.  His desire to have that outweighed his desire for truth and wisdom.  In that pride…in that blindness…he lost his kingdom.  
Let’s answer these questions with 1 Samuel 15:22-23

Q- What is better obedience or sacrifice?  Q- Rebellion is like what? [divination/witchcraft] Q- Arrogance is like what? [idolatry]

Q- Kings Saul’s position was rejected because he rejected… [God’s Word]

Saul was prideful.  He rejected Wisdom & Truth. He rejected the word of the Lord, trusted himself, and lost it all.  Samuel went with Saul to pray for forgiveness to the Lord and finished the Lord’s work by killing Ahab himself, but after that, Samuel never talked to Saul again.  Saul’s pride made him blind and he forgot who/what made him King. Q- Who/what made Saul king?   
Saul had Samuel the prophet, a source of Wisdom & Truth. Because of pride, Saul did not seek truth & wisdom.  Q- Who is someone in your life you have turned to for wisdom & truth?  Q- Is it hard for you to ask for help/guidance?  Why?    
Pride is the enemy of truth and wisdom. Pride will never get you where you want to go in life. Saul ended up rejected.


We all have areas in our lives where we excel.  We talked about some of them in the icebreaker.  We need to not let these areas be breeding grounds for pride.  We need to focus on the fact that these successes come from God.  We need to focus on the fact that our wisdom comes from God.  In being humble and not prideful we are truly powerful.  Proverbs 11:2, written by King Solomon, the wisest man ever, says “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.”
Internal Qs- Where in your life are you vulnerable to pride? How can you change it up and seek God in that area? Are you chasing disgrace or wisdom?  {Prayer}

Vision: Verse 22 says “To obey is better than sacrifice.”  Put down your pride, obey the Lord and find true wisdom in humility.
1. Grow in relationship with God
2. Grow in relationship with each other
3. Grow in number and multiply

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least… We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Samuel 15:1-3 (NIV) Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the Lord sent to anoint you king over his people Israel; so listen now to the message from the Lord. 2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘I will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. 3 Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy[a] all that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.’”
1 Samuel 15:7-9 (NIV) 7 Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of Egypt. 8 He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword. 9 But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves[b] and lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed. s
1 Samuel 15:20-21 (NIV) 20 “But I did obey the Lord,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the Lord assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 21 The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the Lord your God at Gilgal.”
1 Samuel 15:22-23 (NIV) 22 But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.  Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.”

1 Samuel 15:24-25 (NIV) 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. I violated the Lord’s command and your instructions. I was afraid of the men and so I gave in to them. 25 Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the Lord.”

Vision: Verse 22 says “To obey is better than sacrifice.”  Put down your pride, obey the Lord and find true wisdom in humility.
