Thank Full 3 - Return
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about something you forgot to do…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Q- Our story tonight touches on the subject of leprosy?  What is leprosy? Q- How would leprosy effect their life in society?  (How would they announce themselves?   UNCLEAN UNCLEAN)
We're not exactly sure what Biblical leprosy was. While it may have described what is known today as "Hansen's Disease," many bible scholars feel the word probably included other skin diseases, as well. Whatever it was, once a person caught it, it was considered incurable, and those diagnosed with leprosy were banned from society. And when a person caught it, it became their identity… Their appearance, their place in society, their admittance into the temple… all defined by the disease.

Later, as written in historical notes outside of Scripture, Jewish practice prescribed that while lepers might attend synagogue worship, they must be the first to enter and last to leave, and must stay in a special compartment to isolate them from the other worshippers. No less than a distance of four cubits (six feet) must be kept from a leper. To the rabbis, the cure of a leper was as difficult as raising a person from the dead.    Q- Jesus healed Lepers. How many people had been healed of Leprosy before Christ worked His healing miracles?  

2 People in all of the Old Testament where healed of Leprosy. Moses’ sister Miriam and Naaman the General.  Miriam had leprosy for 7 days as punishment for speaking against Moses, and Naaman was healed when he followed Elijah’s instruction to wash in the Jordan 7 times. No one else had ever been healed of leprosy. 
Q- How did Jesus heal them?  Q- Why did Jesus tell them to show themselves to the Priest?

Jesus gave a command to show the priest and AS THEY WENT they were cleansed. They were healed from the disease as they obeyed Jesus. Q- What Can we learn from this?
Q- 1 of the Lepers saw he was healed and what did he do? ..and what did Jesus do? (Luke 17:15-19)

He returned to Jesus. He praised God with a loud voice and threw himself at the feet of Jesus and thanked Him. Before he stood from a distance asking for Pity but now He is at the feet of the Savior. What a scene! We need to see more scenes like this!  We need to live out scenes like this! ..At the feet of Jesus giving thanks, making a scene.  Jesus asked “where are the other 9?” Only 1 had returned. Q- Why do you think only 1 returned to thank Jesus?   Q- How do you thank God when He does something for you?
The one who returned to give thanks, received more than the other 9. He came close to Jesus and there at His feet Jesus said “your faith has made you well.”  The other 9 where “cleansed” – made clean from the disease, but the language implies that the 1 who returned received more. He was made well. The word here is sō'-zō which is translated as SAVED & MADE WHOLE. While the other lepers were cured, they still carried the scars and perhaps loss of body parts.. but (as it appears to us in v19) when he returned, he received sō'-zō, something you can’t receive from afar, but only at the feet of Jesus.  He received not only healing, but a saving touch and a whole restoration. We believe he walked away looking like a new creature.. one who never had Leprosy.  He returned to give thanks, and left with more reasons to be thank full.
INTERNAL Q- Be honest with yourself. Are you like the 9 or the 1? What will you do to be more like the 1? Has God done something in your life but you have forgotten to return thanks?  (Prayer)
Vision:   Return Thanks! Make a scene!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Luke 17:11-19 11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed.

15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”
Leviticus 13:45-46 “Anyone with such a defiling disease (leprosy) must wear torn clothes, let their hair be unkempt,[a] cover the lower part of their face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 46 As long as they have the disease they remain unclean. They must live alone; they must live outside the camp.

