Thank Full 2 – Don’t Wait
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Share a funny line from a movie or tv show..
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
“Knock knock.” (who’s there?) Soldier. (Soldier who?) The soldier that has been ordered to come and kill you…   Yeah.. Daniel didn’t think it was funny either when Arioch of the King’s guard stood at his door.

Let’s get some background on this story? Q- Who are the character’s in this story? What is the location of the story and describe the situation. (Babylon Exile) 
Life can change quickly. Daniel’s life was suddenly about to end. He hadn’t even heard about the king Nebuchadnezzar’s dream but he was going to pay the penalty anyway. Q- Has life ever changed quickly for you? Talk about it..
Life sometimes changes quickly for the better. That actually does happen.. but we are usually quicker to remember the times it changed for the worse. Q- Do you agree?  Why is that? (no right or wrong answer)

Life in Babylonian captivity was far from ideal. It was a crummy situation. And at SUDDEN times it just became crummier. Daniel in the lion’s den, Shadrach. Meshach and Abednego in the fiery furnace. And now a knock on the door announcing Daniel’s death. Can we take off our rose colored glasses for a moment and agree that.. life is usually not ideal and sometimes becomes crummier instantly. 
Q- What would be an ideal life for you?  Share & be specific if you can.

We would love for everyone in this room to have your ideal situation, but we aren’t promised “ideal” on this earth. So what should we do? How should we respond? To answer that.. Let’s look at Daniel. Q- How did Daniel respond to this sudden crummy situation?   
Prayer was a major part of Daniel’s response. We should be people of prayer. We know this… right? When the “un-ideal” happens we should talk with God.  We should join with other trusted believers! Q- Daniel did this in verse 17.  Who are these 3 people he trusts? (The jewish names of Shadrach Meshach and Abednego)
Daniel needed to hear from God, and so do we. Sure we need the situation to change, but when we hear from God, He not only changes the situation, but He changes us. He gives us wisdom, understanding, clarity, revelation… Q- Tell us about a time you heard from God. What is that like?
After Daniel heard from God, he immediately thanked & praised God. His praise suddenly put God on the throne and not this crazy King. As suddenly as the bad news came by the knock on the door… Daniel was just as sudden in thanking God. He instantly thanked God for wisdom & power. Daniel DIDN’T WAIT to thank God.  Q- What are some things Daniel could have waited on happening before thanking God? 

Don’t Wait on the circumstance to change. Don’t wait for the ideal situation. Be thank FULL in the moment you hear from God. Be thankful that you have a relationship with the Father, who hears your prayer and sends wisdom. 
Q- Instead of an internal prayer today, we want to practice thankfulness. Is there anyone who wants to openly thank God? Don’t wait! Do it now.    (Take prayer requests and lead a Thankful Prayer)
Vision:   DON’T WAIT!  Be thank full right now!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Daniel 2 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was troubled and he could not sleep. 2 So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had dreamed. When they came in and stood before the king, 3 he said to them, “I have had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what it means.” 4 Then the astrologers answered the king, “May the king live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it.”

5 The king replied to the astrologers, “This is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble. 6 But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. So tell me the dream and interpret it for me.”

10 The astrologers answered the king, “There is no one on earth who can do what the king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer. 11 What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among humans.” 12 This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the execution of all the wise men of Babylon. 13 So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put them to death.

14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out to put to death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact. 15 He asked the king’s officer, “Why did the king issue such a harsh decree?” Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel. 16 At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that he might interpret the dream for him.

17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 18 He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven 20 and said:

“Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. 21 He changes times and seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the discerning. 22 He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells with him. 23 I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors: You have given me wisdom and power, you have made known to me what we asked of you, you have made known to us the dream of the king.” 

24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the wise men of Babylon, and said to him, “Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream for him.” 25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, “I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who can tell the king what his dream means.”

26 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?”

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor and ordered that an offering and incense be presented to him. 47 The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.”48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise men. 49 Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court.
