Superior 8: Run the race ONLINE
GOALS:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the time you were so tired… 
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Q- Who wrote the book of Hebrews? Q- To whom was Hebrews written? Q- What is the theme of Hebrews?
The book of Hebrews never leaves the message that CHRIST IS SUPPERIOR. Over the past 7 weeks Hebrews has shown us some good things, yet when good things are compared to Christ, they are found to be inferior. Q- What are some of these things?  (Superior revelation of God. Superior to angels. Superior to prophets. Superior to Moses. Superior High Priest & Covenant. Faith in Christ is superior.)
Hebrews was written to people under persecution and facing hardship. It was written to people who might be tempted to give up and walk away from Christ. They needed to know that if they walked away from Christ they would be walking away from something Superior and choosing the inferior instead. They also needed to know that they weren’t experiencing these trials for an unworthy prize. Q- How important is it for us to know this as well?

Q- What is the great cloud of witnesses that Hebrews 12:1 mentions? 

Last week we read Hebrews 11. It is known as the faith chapter and names many heroes who lived by faith. These heroes are the great cloud of witnesses.  They witness to us that God is faithful, His word true, that you can make it, don’t give up.  We are surrounded by examples of stalwart faith from scripture that urge us onward… But perhaps there are some examples of faith that we can draw from in this connect group as well? Q- Tell us about someone whose visible faith has inspired you to not give up.
Hebrews tells us to run the race. This is a metaphor of Olympic races. In these races the victor receives a worthy prize, a crown (today Olympians receive medals). These athletes know that the race is worth the effort and sacrifice. Q- What instruction does Hebrews give us in running the race? (Hebrews 12:1-3)
We must throw off hindrance and entanglement. Q- Can you share a hindrance or entanglement you have thrown off in pursuit of Jesus? Why did you do it?  Has it been worth it?
Then Hebrews tells us to Fix our eyes on Jesus and having a successful career…  oh wait it didn’t say that?  Instead Hebrews told us to fix our eyes on Jesus and being happy..  No?! What about Jesus and being super religious? No. The writer tells us to fix our eyes on one thing only.

Successful runners fix their eyes on one thing… the finish line. Jesus Christ is our finish line. He is the ONE that we should fix our eyes on.  Q- So wait.. does that mean we can’t have that successful career, or be happy, or even be religious if we want? Does this mean that we must lock ourselves in a dark room and think about nothing other than Jesus?  What do you think? Explain.
Jesus is superior to everything, but having Him doesn’t mean you can’t have other things. What it means is that He takes priority. It also means that our pursuit of life comes through Him.  We will attempt career success through Christ and happiness through Christ and religion through Christ… Whatever you want in life, pursue it through Christ, because you are running a race.. Run toward the superior and be willing to leave behind the inferior if need be.
Q- {Internal} Is Christ really worth it? Is He really superior? What do you think? Have you told Him that He is superior & the best thing in your life? Are you running the race? Are there hindrances and entanglements you need to lay aside? Are your eyes fixed on Jesus? Have we been focused on other things? Let’s make Him Lord over everything..  (Prayer)
Vision:   Do not choose the inferior over the superior. Christ is Superior 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
Vision:   Do not choose the inferior over the superior. Christ is Superior 

