Superior 6: Superior Covenant
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  I need to buy a new…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Q- Who wrote the book of Hebrews? Q- To whom was Hebrews written? Q- What is the theme of Hebrews?
The message of Hebrews is CHRIST IS SUPPERIOR. He is the Superior revelation of God. He is superior to angels. He is superior to prophets. He is superior to Moses. Christ is a superior High Priest. Tonight we will talk about the Superior Covenant we have through Christ.
Q- What is a Covenant?  (An agreement or promise. In this case God’s promise to us and ours to Him)  
Q- What was wrong with the first covenant? (Loaded question! Keep peace but entertain opinions?) 
Nothing was wrong with the original covenant. Sometimes we wrongly think this. There was a problem, but it wasn’t the covenant. There is nothing wrong with God’s promises.. There was something wrong with us. Someone read Hebrews 8:7-8 again.  It says in v7 that something was wrong with that covenant, but v8 reveals that the problem was found in us.
Jesus being God in the flesh walking amongst us brings us back to what God always desired in the Garden of Eden. Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of that original covenant… but Hebrews tells us that this covenant with Christ is Superior. Q- Why do you think Christ’s covenant is superior?
Q- If you saw two people and one was seated while the other was standing before the seated one, who would you assume is superior?  Who would you assume was still required to work?  Q- Who is seated in Hebrews 8:1?
Hebrews 8 introduces Christ as the One who is seated. His work is finished. This is contrasted with the work of the Old Covenant priests who continually stand (to minister) before God. Christ is indeed superior to the Old Covenant and its Law, Priesthood, and Temple. Christ gives us a finished work!
The writer to the Hebrews states that the Jewish Priests were only ever going to be temporary. They were merely a shadow of the reality. The reality was indeed Christ. Old Covenant Priests stood between God and mankind to offer sacrifices to God on behalf of mankind. But Christ is God who has offered Himself to bring mankind into relationship with the Father.

Q- How does Hebrews 8:6 state the New Covenant is better than the Old one? Q- Name some better promises.
Some Jews may have tried to persuade Jewish Christians that the New Covenant may well have been established with Jesus, but all Jews were still required to keep the Old Covenant. Now the writer to the Hebrews shows that the New Covenant was always intended to fulfill & supersede the Mosaic (Old) Covenant. He does this by referring to the prophet Jeremiah who foretold of another covenant which God would make. Hebrews 8:7-12 is a direct quote from the Old Testament Prophet, Jeremiah.
Hebrews 8:13 prophesied that the original covenant would disappear. The Old Covenant has disappeared.  In 70 AD the Temple was destroyed and is no more. There are no more High Priests in Israel. There are no atonement sacrifices.  It has all disappeared. But Christ… He remains forever superior.
Q- {Internal} Are you living for Jesus? Do you realize He is superior to every other thing in your life? He is the REALITY Abraham, Moses, David and all the other Old Testament believers were pointing to… Let’s really live for Him.  What will you change in your life right now? (Prayer)
Vision:   Do not choose the inferior over the superior. Christ is Superior 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Hebrews 8:1-5 Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2 and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by a mere human being.
3 Every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one also to have something to offer. 4 If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there are already priests who offer the gifts prescribed by the law. 5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: “See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”
Hebrews 8:6-7 (NIV) the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the new covenant is established on better promises.7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another.
Hebrews 8:8-13 (NIV) But God found fault with the people and said: “The days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 9 It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the Lord. 
10 This is the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 11 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 12 For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 13 By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear.
Vision:   Do not choose the inferior over the superior. Christ is Superior 
