Superior 5: Superior High Priest
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a piece of inferior technology that you miss…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome back to Connect group. We have been looking at the book of Hebrews.

Q- Who wrote the book of Hebrews? (We don’t know) 
Q- To whom was Hebrews written? (Jewish Christians under persecution in the 1st century)
The message of Hebrews is CHRIST IS SUPPERIOR. He is the Superior revelation of God. He is superior to angels. He is superior to prophets. He is superior to Moses. Tonight, Hebrews tells us that Christ is a superior High Priest.
Q- What are some things that stand out in our scripture reading about Christ being our High Priest?

Q- What is a High Priest?  Q- What are the qualifications of a High Priest?


The priesthood came from the tribe of Levi. This means all the Hebrew priests came from the same family line. The priests would work sacred service in God’s temple. While there could be many priests there was to be only 1 High Priest at a time. Upon the death of the High Priest, the role would be passed down to the 1st born son.  

The High Priest was the only one who could go into the Holy of Holies and offer atonement.. the sin offering for Israel. The High Priest was to strive for perfection, to be sinless. He was set aside, from the people. He wore on his turban a gold plate stating: “Holy to the LORD.”  Q- Are there any questions about what a High Priest was?  Q- How is Jesus like this description of High Priest? 

Jesus is the “first Born of all creation” (Col 1:15) and the High Priest is passed to the eldest son. Jesus Christ is our one mediator between man and God (1 Tim 2:5), He has gone into the Holy of Holies and offered the offering for sin – Himself. And Jesus didn’t just try to be sinless, He was in fact “Holy to the Lord.” Q- Is Jesus a superior High Priest? How? (Hebrews 4:15; 5:6; 7:27)
Our High Priest Jesus was tempted in every way but without sin. He feels our struggles and temptations first hand. Jesus offered the sin offering once, and for all people. Other High priests had to continually offer the sin sacrifice. Christ’s offering is superior. Other High Priests would die and another would have to fill the role, but Christ is High Priest forever.  Q- Who is Melchizedek? Hebrews 5 mentions him.
He is the King & Priest of Salem (Peace) who Abraham meets. Melchizedek serves Abraham bread & wine and blesses him. There is no other account of Melchizedek beyond the Genesis 14 story, but Melchizedek is mentioned in Psalm 110 and here in Hebrews. Christ is High Priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.  
The Jews keep their genealogy, especially for priests to prove their Levi heritage. But there is no record for Melchizedek.. especially, no record of his death.  For this reason Psalm 110 declares him to be High Priest FOREVER and then teaches us that Messiah will be our High Priest Forever. Melchizedek points us to Christ our High Priest clear down to serving bread and wine. Priests were of Levi, & Kings were of Judah. Melchizedek was both – and so is Jesus king and priest.  Jesus descends from the tribe of Judah but his priesthood is superior to a Levite priesthood. His priesthood is eternal – after the order of Melchizedek.
Q- {Internal} Jesus offered Himself on the Cross. He is the sin offering once and for all.  He died for you and is alive right now as High Priest forever. Is He your High Priest? Do you want Him to remove your sin? Do you understand that He is the ONLY ONE who can do this for us? Even if you don’t understand everything about the Bible, sin offerings, and high priests… Jesus Christ is here for you right now. Will you receive Him?  (Prayer)
Vision:   Do not choose the inferior over the superior. Christ is Superior 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Hebrews 2:17-18 (NIV) For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
Hebrews 3:1-2 (NIV) Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. 2 He was faithful to the one who appointed him
Hebrews 4:14-16 (NIV) Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
Hebrews 5:1 (NIV) Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the people in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 5 In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.” 6 And he says in another place, “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”
Hebrews 7:27 (NIV) Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.
Vision:   Do not choose the inferior over the superior. Christ is Superior 
