Superior 4: Superior to Moses
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us someone you really look up to…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Q- Who wrote the book of Hebrews? (We don’t know) 
Q- To whom was Hebrews written? (Jewish Christians under persecution in the 1st century)

Q- Who is Moses?  Q- Can you share any Moses stories from the Bible?

Moses was the most influential figure in Judaism. The 10 Commandments and the associated precepts are referred to as “the Law of Moses” or Mosaic Law. When the Pharisees where standing in front of Jesus, the Messiah and God wrapped in flesh, they asked Him about Moses and the keeping of the Law. (Little did they know that’s like asking Simon about Garfunkel… or asking Jordan about Pippen… completely dated references… asking the president about the vice president perhaps?)
A major charge brought against Jewish Christians is that they were walking away from Moses and the law. The law tells us about sin sacrifices, priesthood, & the temple and these 1st Century Christians were made to believe they were walking away from these things.  But this isn’t true.. They weren’t walking away from the Truth of the Law.  Q- Tell us how Jewish Christians where not walking away from SIN SACRIFICES, the PRIESTHOOD, or the TEMPLE. (Jesus fulfills all the Law. He is our sin sacrifice and High Priest. We are His temple)    Q- How are Jesus and Moses described in Hebrews 3? (Christ is superior to Moses)
Hebrews 3:5 states that Moses was a servant who ruled over the household of his master. In this sense, the ‘household’ speaks of God’s people. But when Christ came, He was not a mere servant, He was the son of the Master who had given Him the household. Therefore He was rightly able to command the servants of His household. This makes Jesus superior to Moses. Q- If the Hebrews, under the Old Covenant, were ‘the household’ of God, who constitutes the household of God now according to Hebrews 3:6?  (We are His house) {This isn’t to say God has rejected the Jews!  But that Christ followers are accepted by God}
These Jewish Christians where not walking away from God. They were walking toward God. They were walking towards a superior head of house – Jesus Christ. Judaism was, and still is, transfixed on Moses and looks past the Messiah. But we understand - Christ is Superior.
Religious tradition is not necessarily bad… but it is inferior to Christ. However, anything becomes bad when we choose the inferior over the superior. Just because we are followers of Christ does not mean we are immune to the trap of choosing Religious Tradition over Christ. Q- How might we choose Religious Tradition over Christ in this 21st Century?   

As good and faithful as Moses is, Christ is superior. As good as your pastor/priest is, they are inferior to Christ. As good as your grandmother & grandfather are, Christ is superior.  Whoever you look up to, as great as they are, Christ is greater.  

Hebrews 3:1 tells us to “fix our thoughts on Jesus.” There is so substitute for Jesus. There is nothing equal to Him and certainly nothing greater. The writer of Hebrews wants us to not walk toward our Religious Tradition, but to walk toward Jesus Christ.
Q- {Internal} Are you walking toward Jesus? Is there perhaps something else that you are choosing over Him? Are you looking past the Messiah? Are you willing to confess everything else to be inferior to Jesus?  (Prayer)
Vision:   Do not choose the inferior over the superior. Christ is Superior 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Hebrews 3:1-6 (NIV)
Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. 2 He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 3 Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself. 
4 For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 5 “Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,” bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. 6 But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory.
Ezra 3:2 (NIV)
Then Joshua son of Jozadak and his fellow priests and Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and his associates began to build the altar of the God of Israel to sacrifice burnt offerings on it, in accordance with what is written in the Law of Moses the man of God.
Matthew 5:17 (NIV)
"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.
Vision:   Do not choose the inferior over the superior. Christ is Superior 
