Superior: Superior vs Inferior
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a creature comfort you refuse to go without..
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  
 Q- Who wrote the book of Hebrews?  Q- To what culture and group of people was the book written?

We don’t know who wrote Hebrews actually (some think Paul, Barnabas, Apollos, even Priscilla) but we do know to whom it was written. It was written to Hebrews/Jews in the 1st century.  The context of their life was persecution.  They suffered persecution from multiple directions.  
Q- They were persecuted by their kinfolk in Israel. Why would these Jews be persecuted by Jews?

There ethnic heritage was Judaism but when they embraced Jesus as the Christ they were harassed, mocked, jailed, martyred, and disinherited. In many ways the life they had known as Jews was gone.
Q- They were persecuted by the expansive Roman nation. Why would Rome persecute Jesus followers?  

Their Hebrew descent would have been enough to attract the hate of Rome. Simple racism.. but there is more. The Roman emperor, Caesar, was considered a God in Roman culture. Christians who specifically declared Jesus the only Lord & God and believed He sits on Heaven’s throne were defying the emperor. Many Christians were beaten, sold into slavery, crucified, or fed to lions for sport.

The book of Hebrews was written to people who were rejected by their families and were viewed as less than human by the world’s superpower nation. Q- Given this context, what would you expect the book of Hebrews to tell these persecuted Hebrew Christians?  Q- What would you want to tell them?                 
TIMEOUT!  We do understand that this kind of persecution is happening today right!? I know we live in the cushy padded pews of western culture but are we aware of the persecution facing Christians today?
Q- Share some of the latest persecution news. (Nigeria violence, China imprisonment, beatings, beheadings)
These are real people we are talking about. Their pain and suffering is real. The persecuted Christians of the book of Hebrews were real people also. Don’t forget that. Real people where offered a chance to reject Christ and save their life and refused. They would rather lose their life to keep Christ.
The book of Hebrews has something to say to anyone facing persecution. It has a message for anyone suffering or experiencing hardship & difficulty. Here is what the book of Hebrews declares. Christ is Superior.
The word “superior” appears over and over in Hebrews. The theme that Christ is Superior encapsulates the book. Q- Why might the persecuted need to hear this message? Q-Why might we need to hear this?

If you are going to lose your life.. and we all lose our life because the wages of sin is death… If we are to lose our life, we should make sure we don’t give our life up to INFERIOR things. Q- What are some things that are inferior to Christ?

{Close your eyes and imagine} Men with guns kicked down the door and grabbed them. They held knives to their throats and said “you can make this stop if you denounce Christ.” They chose Jesus even though it cost them. They DID this.. they DO this.. Because Christ is Superior.   
Q- {Internal} Do you believe Jesus Christ is Superior? Have you been choosing inferior things over Jesus? Will you choose Him right now? Will you tell Him that He is superior? Will you live life like He is superior to everything else.  (Prayer)
Vision:   Do not choose the inferior over the superior. Christ is Superior!   (1st Tuesday Worship next week) 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
      This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Matthew 10:37-39
37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.
Matthew 16:24-27
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what they have done.
Hebrews 11:24-26
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of SUPERIOR value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.
Vision:   Do not choose the inferior over the superior. Christ is Superior!   (1st Tuesday Worship next week) 

Stay aware of Christian persecution.

https://christianpersecution.com/news/
