Seek: The Reward (1 of 3)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us what you are always losing and having to go search for...
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE
EDIFICATION:  Matthew 6:31-34,   Hebrews 11:6,   Psalm 63:1-4 
Have you ever searched for something..? That’s a frustrating feeling. Maybe it was a sock in the laundry? Perhaps you were looking for information on the internet? Ever look for the latest greatest toy or gadget during Christmas? Searching for a job can be terrible. The search for the person you will marry can be frustrating.
Q- What’s so difficult about searching? Give us an example of difficulty in searching.
Searching is work! If work isn’t bad enough... there’s this… Your search may not bring about any good result or reward. We don’t set out to search, we REALLY set out to find. If we search and do not find, we deem that search a failure. We are only interested  in “Finding” and doing that as soon as possible.
But - What if your reward is in the search?  Hebrews 11:6 says “anyone who comes to (GOD) must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” 
Q- What are some possible rewards achieved from seeking God?
Notice Hebrews 11:6 DOES NOT say, “He rewards those who find him!” Often we categorize really spiritual people by saying “They found God.” I submit for you the truth that really spiritual people haven’t “found” God. No, really spiritual people seek God. Seek is a present tense verb! We are to be presently seeking God.  It is that search that God rewards and  re-rewards, or rewards again.
Q- Everyone is searching for something…  What is the world searching for?
Q- How does the world reward this search?
The world isn’t very kind in rewarding our search.  In our search for money, we are rewarded with companies going broke and houses being foreclosed.  In our search for fame we are rewarded with unhappy shallow, self-centered lives. In our search for love we are rewarded with the statistic that most marriages end in divorce. In our search for happiness, we are rewarded with depression and medication. The world is NOT very kind in rewarding our search.
Q- Tell us about a time you searched for God.  
Q- How different is a God search from a World search?
Earlier we asked you to name possible rewards received from seeking God. Matthew 6 tells us that if we “Seek first God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, then all these things (the things the world is searching for) will be added unto you…” Wow! What a reward!  “So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?” If we seek God he will take care of us.
Q- {internal} Have I been seeking first the Kingdom of God? How can I live a life of Searching for God?   Do I believe God will REALLY reward my search?   {Pray for your group!}

Vision: This week, be aware of what you are seeking after. Seek first the Kingdom of God… 
I want us to repeat this sentence during the week!  “God rewards our search.”
Let’s find ways to remind ourselves and each other of this during the week. I want us to leave ourselves notes, make Facebook statuses, send email, and make phone calls proclaiming the sentence – Report back!
GOD REWARDS OUR SEACH!  
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Matthew 6:31-34
So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Hebrews 11:6
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
Psalm 63:1-4    
1 You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; 
I thirst for you,    my whole being longs for you, 
in a dry and parched land    where there is no water. 

2 I have seen you in the sanctuary 
   and beheld your power and your glory. 
3 Because your love is better than life, 
   my lips will glorify you. 
4 I will praise you as long as I live, 
   and in your name I will lift up my hands. 

