Real Hope (3 of 3): Winning Love
· GOALS & GUIDELINS:
· ICEBREAKER:   Tell us about a time you won!
· AGREEMENT PRAYER:

We are in the final week of our Real Love study.  We’ve talked about how Love is the Greatest of all and how we are commanded to love everyone… even our enemies.  This week we are excited to tell you that “Love Wins.”
Q- Compare winning and losing.  What does it feel like?

Yogi Berra, the Hall of Fame catcher for the NY Yankees was a 6 time World Series champ before experiencing a tough game 7 World Series defeat in 1955. Yogi’s team lost to the Brooklyn Dodgers who he had beaten to win 3 of his previous championships. The game had just ended and Berra hit the showers and changed clothes. There was a real disappointment in coming up short and losing in game 7 of the World Series, but Yogi decided that he would congratulate the winning team.   Having won 6 championships he recognized the celebratory atmosphere of a winning locker room.  He looked into the faces of his victorious competitors, players like Jackie Robinson and Roy Campanella… Yogi still felt disappointed in the loss, but he felt legitimately happy for them.  There was a happiness even in the face of loss.
Winning doesn’t always look like winning. In fact, we can have strange definitions for winning.  Perhaps you remember the strange Charlie Sheen interview where he described his out of control life and declared it to be “winning.”  Everyone looked at that interview and realized that he is crazy and not winning… Everyone but Charlie.   Q- Do we as people not understand winning and losing? Q- As a Christian, what is winning? (Rom 8)
We are more than conquerors… we are winners… through Him who loves us.  Let our definition of winning be that!  Your job, your promotion would be nice – but it’s not winning. A new car & house would be nice – but it’s not winning.  Q- If your definition of winning is God’s Love then you can’t really lose. You agree? Why?
If your definition of winning in life is material possessions… they can be taken away.  If it’s beauty… it will fade.  If it’s health… death comes to us all. But if it is the love of God… nothing can separate you from His love. It’s the ultimate win. That love is such a BIG win that it makes what this world calls “winning” to be loss.
Look at what Paul says in Philippians 3! The things he thought were “gain” are now losses compared to the Love of Jesus. Do you realize this guy REALLY meant these words?  He lived in a jail cell and was beheaded… he could have saved his life if he would have renounced Jesus… but he REALLY viewed Jesus and His love as WINNING and everything else as loss.

Q- Let’s get real.  Why do we have trouble doing this?

This love wins.  Even when we are faced with loss in this world – This love wins. Even when we are faced with disappointment when things don’t turn out like we hope… there is a happiness and a peace that comes from a winning love.  Q- Have you experienced a moment like that?  Testify?
Q- What do we have to do to receive this kind of winning love? (1 John 4:10)
This love has already been offered to you.  This winning love isn’t that we love God… but that He loves us! You can’t do anything to earn this love… but to receive this love… that starts with believing and is followed by obeying.
Internal Q- Are you winning? Do you believe that God loves you? Do you believe that His love is so great, pure, and real that it changes our view on winning and losing? Are you afraid of losing His love? Do you feel like you are trying to earn His love? Do you realize that isn’t love but fear…? Are you ready to receive a love that wins? {PRAY}
Vision: Love Wins     (New Series next week!   It’s Called “Can you relate” and is about life’s important relationships.)
(Tell people that you were at Connect Group tonight.  Send out a social media message… build up some CG Buzz.)
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
      This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Romans 8:37-39 (NIV) in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[k] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
1 Corinthians 13:8 (NIV) Love never fails.
John 3:16-17 (NIV) For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
Philippians 3:7-8 (NIV) But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord
1 John 4:10 (NIV) This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

Questions about LOVE or other faith issues?

Text to our anonymous chat line – 214 856 0550
