Real Hope (1 of 3): Love Supreme
· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:   Sing the first love song that comes in to your head…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER:

We have been talking about Real Faith & Real Hope and now we are talking about Real Love.  Q- What does the Bible say about the importance of Faith, Hope & Love?
There is an amazing importance to Faith Hope & Love that is underlined in 1 Corinthians 13.  Apostle Paul says “when completeness comes what is in part disappears” Q- What do you think Paul means by “completeness coming?” [Have them look at scripture]  

There are some Christian groups that think this passage is referring to when the King James Bible was printed in 1611… that it was the complete word of God…  As much as we love and appreciate the Bible as the Word of God we disagree with their interpretation. We believe the text is referring to Christ returning. Christ is the completeness the world is looking for and Paul wrote in Colossians 2:10 that we are complete, brought to fullness, only through Jesus. It is clear that when Christ returns and takes us to heaven all the things that we lack in our lives will be gone… we will be complete in Christ and in heaven with Him.

Paul goes on to say that when completeness comes what is in part disappears… He lists some things that are in part – The Gifts of the Spirit, specifically speaking in tongues, prophecy, & knowledge.  So understand this… there are some things that we have right now only in part.  They are good things… They are part of what we will receive in heaven… but they aren’t complete and will go away with Jesus, our completeness comes.

Q- What are some things that might go away when Christ comes? 

Q- Name 3 things that won’t go away when Christ comes.

Faith Hope and Love will remain.  The reason is simple and exciting.  Things in part go away… Things that are complete remain.  That means faith hope & love are complete right now.  This also means there is nothing better, more fulfilling, or complete than these 3 things – Faith Hope Love.
If you wonder what heaven is like or what Jesus is like, look no further than faith hope and love. These 3 things are complete! Q- What are some things in life we might be holding onto that won’t make it to heaven?  
  
Paul goes a step further.  He says of the 3 complete things – Love is the greatest. Q- What do you think? Do you agree?  Why would he say that?
“Love is the greatest of these.”   Paul’s statement agrees with Jesus. He was asked what the greatest commandment was. Q- What was His reply?
Love the Lord… Love your Neighbor… The greatest command is to Love. Jesus says something really radical in verse 40 – All the Law & Prophets hang on Love!  The same is true for us…  No matter your experience or knowledge of God, or wisdom... All of it means nothing without Love.
The Real Love we are talking about is complete. You can experience a love that will cross over from Earth to Heaven. This Love brings meaning to everything and God has hung EVERYTHIG upon this Love…

Internal Q- Are you in contact with this Love that Jesus spoke about? We believe that love is here for you right now. Do you want to go deeper into His love?  Is your life truly hanging on Love? God hangs everything on love… but are you hanging your everything on love? Are you ready to receive the Love of God  {PRAY}
Vision: Real Love is strong enough to support everything… It all hangs on Love.   (Tell people that you were at Connect Group tonight.  Send out a social media message… build up some CG Buzz.)
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
      This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (Message)
If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don’t love, I’m nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate.

2 If I speak God’s Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything plain as day, and if I have faith that says to a mountain, “Jump,” and it jumps, but I don’t love, I’m nothing.

3 If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don’t love, I’ve gotten nowhere. So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I’m bankrupt without love.

1 Corinthians 13:8-9, 12-13 (NIV)
8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 
12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
Matthew 22:36-40 (NIV)
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”
Colossians 2:9-10 (NIV) 9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 

