Real Hope (2 of 3): Confident Hope
· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:   Tell us about a time you didn’t feel confident..
· AGREEMENT PRAYER:

Let’s review.  Faith and Hope are closely related. Faith is the SUBSTANCE/EVIDENCE of HOPE. Hope that is seen isn’t really Hope.  Romans 8 says that Hope is like childbirth.  Hope isn’t wishy washy optimism – but rather the struggle of waiting and pushing for a child to be born.
Q- Describe what it’s like to lose Hope.    …What causes someone to lose hope?
It’s real easy to talk about Faith & Hope. It’s another thing to practice it. Far too often we treat Faith & Hope like an intellectual exercise. If I can think enough faith & hope thoughts… If I can convince myself to believe… If I can say the right things… If I can believe ENOUGH…
This is a real tricky problem.  Many Christians begin to worry… They believe, but do they believe enough?  They have this Faith & Hope but the world around them still seems to be falling apart and filled with hardship. Q – What would you tell them about real faith & hope?
Q- Faith & Hope… are we talking about positive language and thinking?  What do you think?
We read in scripture that Hope & Faith are filled with confidence. But we want to point out that belief & confidence is not absolute certainty. We see this in Mark 9 when Jesus tells this father to believe.  The father did believe, but he also had unbelief.  Real Hope, Real Faith are filled with confidence but they aren’t absolute certainty.  That is great news because, like the father in Mark 9, we all have unbelief sometimes.
Q- Have you ever worried about your faith & hope?  Have you ever wondered if you believe “Enough?” Share your experience with us.
There is no “Belief O’Meter” in God.  Heaven isn’t watching a needle move up because you said “Everything is going to be fine – God is on my side” and then it goes down because you worried that “things might not work out.” There is no “Belief O’Meter”, but there is a confidence.  Q - The father that believed yet still had unbelief – How did he show confidence?  
In his unbelief he prayed to the Lord Jesus to help his unbelief. His confidence wasn’t in his own ability to be absolutely certainty – His confidence was in turning to Jesus. You can be confident in Christ even when your belief is shaken.  That sounds like some real hope doesn’t it?
Q- Let’s build up our confidence in the Lord.  Let’s share some testimonies.
Real Hope, the hope that is found in Christ, is not dependent on our ability.  Think about that for a moment.  That means when you are unable – He is still able. Real hope isn’t in our ability, but God’s ability!  Just as God is real… He really created the world, He really forgives our sin, He really saves, heals, delivers, and answers prayer…. Just as God is REAL… our hope, when it is placed in Him IS REAL.

Jesus healed the father’s child. Jesus didn’t tell the man “oh, sorry you don’t believe enough. Come back later…”  Jesus healed the child! We should be confident in approaching Jesus.
1 John 5:14-15 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.

Internal Q- Have you been living life by a “Belief O’Meter”? Are you ready to stop that? Do you understand that even if you have unbelief you can approach Jesus Christ in confidence?  {PRAY}
Vision: Real Hope isn’t wishy washy – Real Hope is full of confidence.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Romans 8:24
24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Mark 9:23-25 (NIV) 23 Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” 25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it: “Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!”
1 John 5:14-15 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.

