Real Hope (1 of 3): Unseen
· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:   Finish the sentence.  I wish…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER:

We just finished our series on Real Faith and now we start our new series on Real Hope. Hope and Faith are closely related. Q- How are hope and faith related? 
Hebrews 11:1 says FAITH is the substance of things HOPED for… 
Q- What is hope?  What does it mean to hope? 
Hope. Is it a wishy-washy kind of unsure optimism? The modern idea of hope is “to wish for, to expect, but without certainty of the fulfillment; to desire very much, but with no real assurance of getting your desire.”
The word for Hope in Hebrews 11:1 is Elpizō. It means to wait for salvation with joy and full confidence.  Q- How is that definition of Hope different from how today’s culture defines it?
The Hope God’s Word professes isn’t a wishy washy unsure uptimism, it’s full of confidence. This Hope is also focused on what truly matters – Salvation from the Lord. This Hope is for something we don’t yet have, and like Romans 8:25 we wait patiently to receive.
Q- Romans 8 says “Hope that is seen is no hope at all.” Can you explain this?

Hope is likened to Childbirth. Childbirth is work. Childbirth has some pain involved. So let’s say that Hope is work and involves some pain. As a mother carries a child in her womb she is constantly reminded of the presence of the unborn. There are moments where she can feel movement and times where her body reminds her through contractions.  We can be confident that the life of the child is present, yet we have never seen them, held them, or interacted with them. All pregnant moms HOPE for the day they will see their child. Upon seeing the child they no longer hope, because “Who hopes for what they already have?” Romans 8:24 says. 
This is the picture of our salvation & heaven.  We are confident in it but have not fully received it.  It is through faith we can experience what we are hoping for but haven’t yet received. Just as that mother feels the presence of the child she has not yet received, we too feel God’s Presence, His Spirit, our Salvation… even though they aren’t completely realized in this world.

Faith is the SUBSTANCE of things HOPED FOR… Substance isn’t something made up or imaginary – it’s a real object. Faith is the EVIDENCE of things not seen.  Evidence will stand up in court – it can be tangibly experienced. Your Faith makes your unseen Hope become real substance and evidence. 
Q- What good is Faith without Hope?
Q- How important is it that we Hope in the RIGHT THING?

Proverbs 24:14 warns us of an unwise hope what will be cut off.  Without God’s wisdom which gives god’s hope, your hope will be in the wrong thing and it will be cut off.
Internal Q- Am I Hoping in the right thing?  Am I Hoping in the salvation that comes from God? Do you have the kind of hope that is more than wishing but is full of confidence? Are you confident that you are saved?  If you have hesitation about salvation, what are you going to do to change that? Who are you going to talk to? {PRAY}
Vision: Real Hope isn’t wishy washy – Real Hope is full of confidence.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Romans 8:22-25
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

1 Thessalonians 5:8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet.
Proverbs 24:13 wisdom is like honey for you: If you find it, there is a future hope for you, and your hope will not be cut off.

