Real Faith (3 of 3): Visibility 
· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER: (Quickly) Tell us about a time you decided to try something new?  
· AGREEMENT PRAYER:

· PRAISE:
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture   James 2:16-17, James 2:26, Luke 5:17-20 & 24-26
Q- Name a Bible character that showed REAL FAITH.  How did they show Real Faith?
The past 2 weeks we’ve discussed Real Faith! Our 2 points: Real Faith will take you into the unknown and Real Faith will bring understanding. Tonight our 3rd point: Real Faith is Visible!
We just named Bible characters that showed real faith. Every character we named showed VISIBLE FAITH! David kills a Giant! Moses leads Israel through the Red Sea. Noah builds the ark! These are visible actions!
We often think about faith as belief and nothing more. Real Faith is belief, but it’s a strong enough belief that will lead us to Action.

Q- Why are most professing Christians lacking a Real Faith that is Visible & full of Action?


{There’s not really a good reason. It’s not God’s plan for us to live Invisible Faith.}
We read in Luke 5 about men who lowered their paralyzed friend through the roof of a house. These men believed that Jesus could heal. They had REAL FAITH that led them to Visibility! Luke 5:20 “When Jesus Saw their Faith…”  Those men had Visible Faith!

Q- Talk about a time Faith led you to Visible Action.

Q- Think a moment about the men in Luke 5. What if their belief never led to action?  What good is faith that doesn’t lead to action? 
James Chapter 2 talks about Faith and Action. Faith without action is ______?  Dead faith is professed belief without action. If we are professing, but not living a faith that is visible and full of action, we don’t have real faith… we have dead faith.
There are a lot of biblical principles on faith. We could study for weeks… But we are going stop right here. All we want you to know is that your Faith should be ALIVE, it should be active, it should be visible. Your Faith is not just a belief! Your faith should always be doing something!
{Internal} Q- When was the last time your faith did something…?  Are you ready to do something with Your Faith?  {Prayer}      {Transition}….We are going to challenge you tonight to make your Faith visible.
INSTRUCTIONS:
Hand 1 envelope, 2 Note Cards, and 1 Pen per person.
Put your home address on the Envelope. 

On one note card write 1, 2, 3, 4   Give space to answer the following questions
#1 Name something you need to develop in your Relationship with God over the next month.
#2 Name someone in this Connect Group you need to grow in relationship with over the next month.

#3 Name someone you need invite to Connect Group over the next month.
#4 Name one thing you desire to see God do for you in the next month.

Turn the Card over and name 4 things you need to change in your life in order to reach your goals.

Copy your card. Place 1 card in the envelope and seal it. Keep the extra card for yourself as a reminder.

· Vision:  Your Card serves as this week’s vision.  Remember your goals. Remember what you need to change.

Let’s make what we wrote become visible!  Let’s practice REAL FAITH together! 
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
James 2:16-17
16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
James 2:26
faith without deeds is dead.

Luke 5:17-20, 24-26
17 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. 18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 

 20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 

“I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 25 Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. 26 Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.”
