Real Faith (1 of 3): Unknown Un-seen 
· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:   QUICKLY Tell us about an unexpected Surprise.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER:

· PRAISE:
· EDIFICATION: 2 Corinthians 5:6-8,  Acts 9:10-17,   Hebrews 11:1,   John 20:29

Q- What is Faith? [Hebrews 11]  
The Hebrews 11 definition of Faith uses some key words. Confidence, Hope, Assurance, Un-seen. Today we are going to focus on the Un-seen, Unknown elements of Faith.
Q- Have you ever felt like you were marching into the Un-seen or Unknown? Briefly describe the feeling.

The truth is that we are all walking into the Unknown or Un-seen.  
A huge Unknown for everyone is… “What happens after you die?”
Paul talks about this (2 Cor 5) in reference to Faith. He says “We Live, We Walk by faith and not by sight.”
Think about it. What visual proof do you have of an after-life? As of now we have to consider it Un-seen. 

An atheist says “NOTHING HAPPENS” after you die, but has no visual proof to back his claim.  He actually is acting on a faith that nothing happens. A Christian says that when we die there is an after-life, but we also have no visual proof.  Many people struggle with this Unknown, but in this Scripture we have Paul telling us of the CONFIDENCE that comes from walking by FAITH and not sight. 
Real Faith is difficult!  It is marching head on into the unknown. We hate the unknown. We avoid it at all cost.  We define our world by the KNOWN, but Paul tells us to walk by Faith (The Unknown) and not by sight (The Known)
REAL FAITH will take you into the UNKNOWN.

Q- Tell us about a time you had to deal with the UNKNOWN.

Acts 9 describes Saul’s conversion. We love the story of God’s great light knocking Saul down in the middle of the dessert, but we often forget about a man named Ananias.
All we know about Ananias is that he was a Disciple (A Follower of Christ). We know that God spoke to Him through a vision. (A Vision is basically a dream like state where God reveals something.) We know Ananias had a short lived argument with God before obeying God.
His argument with God was “I have heard many reports about this man…  he(Saul) has come here with authority to arrest all who call on your name.” His argument was based on the KNOWN!  God’s response was to reveal the UNKNOWN… Saul “is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel.”
Ananias had to decide to define his reality on the KNOWN or the UNKNOWN. 

Ananias goes and lays his hands on Saul and calls him “Brother.”
Q- Many of our Arguments with God base on the KNOWN or UNKNOWN.  Give us an example of your arguments with God.
Internal Q- Are you basing your reality on the Known or the Unknown right now? Are you willing to try Real Faith and trust God’s reality.  Like Ananias, we argue with God, but we pray you learn REAL FAITH to walk into the Un-seen. {PRAY}
· Vision: Focus this week on John 20:29! Let’s read it again. [read it together]
There is a better blessing for those who have not seen but still believe!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
2 Corinthians 5:6-8
6 Therefore we are always confident… that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 
7 For we live(Walk) by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.

Acts 9:10-17
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision… 

 11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he(Saul) has seen a man named Ananias come and place your hands on him to restore his sight.” 

 13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 

 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 

 17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul…”

Hebrews 11:1
1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 

John 20:29

So, you believe because you've seen with your own eyes. Even better blessings are in store for those who believe without seeing.
